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What nothing earthly gh^es,. or can destioy, 
The sours calm sunshine and the heartfelt joy». 
Is virtue*8 prize. -------------- 

The good or bad« the gifta of fortune gain. 
Bot these less taste them, as they wone obtaio. 
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As K am kd^ to siq>pose that it is un« 
beooming in» an author to ailud^ to his^ 
own worb; !E am so much at ä loss ta 
fcn^w of what a prefäce should consist^ 
that I had detcnnined not to attempt ta 



it FR E FACE, 



write one, until I, was told that it woulct- 
be somewhat singular to send a mo* 
dern novel into the world without aa 
introductioa of some kind.— With thid- 
I began ta think it was not fit that I 
should presume to de^iate firom the 
general rule, and^ soon after, happen« 
ing to be looking orer Dr, Goldsmith*» 
charming tale of the Vicar of Wake- 
field, I was so well pleased with it, 
that I judged, if it had any preface at 
all, it niust he a good* one; arid thci 
event, on reading it, . so, fuUy jüstified. 
my expeftfttion^, that I pannot xefraixL 
fronitranscribingaj)ai5tof it — '* There. 
^rean, Jiundred faults in this thingiJ*; 
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:says Üie author^ ^' and an hundred 
thi)ags might be $aid to «prove them 
fceauties." Now, though this assertir 
on be not applicable to Virtue and 
Vicjs, it may, I trust, with equal 
truth^ l>e Said, that, if it feil in this 
instance, it has the meiit of not tend- 
dng %o «corrupt the heart, which, I 
^shouM hope, to most of its readers, 
^11 be something in its favor. As 
ibr the bantling's reception, whatever 
it may be, I shall rest perfectly sätis- 
fiedj convinced^ as I am/ of the lenity 
which is ever bestowed on the unpa- 
tronised efForts t)f the humble; and 
*herefore, aware, that, if it falls, it 
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nRTUE:\4Jr]D iriciE^ 



CHAPTER r. 



In a village in the west of England^ lives 
the much respected Howard, who having lost . 
his amiable Sophia in the ninth year of their 
marriage, from that time • left the world,^ 
with two lovely children,. Edward and Mary, . 
in whom all his hopes were eentred.. 

Mrs. Howard was the daiighter of an half 
pay officer, and, in every respect, an. accom- 
plished woman; but, unfortunately, like tocx- 
many of her sex, unacquainted with domestic: 
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afFairs — she was but ill calculated to be the 
wife of one possessed only of raoderate cir- 
cumstances; yet^ her deficiency in this res- 
pect^ she amply atoned for in afFection to her 
Henry, whom she sought to please with all 
the tender assiduity of a fbnd wife.. He had 
embarked in the mercantile line, but fortune 
had not done him justice; yet, had it not 
been for his Sophia, he would have bore it 
without a murmur; but when he viewed the 
dear partner of his life, whose virtufes and 
accomplishments would have graeed a throne> 
he sighed at his untoward fate. 

Ah, my loveT would he often say; 

had it not been for me, you might loiig 
cre this have enjoyed that Station which na^ 
ture intended you to adorn; iristead of being 
the wife of the humble Howard— dlstinction, 
honörs, weahh, all, aK would have been yoürs; 
t)ut now "^ 

Ere he could proceed, his Sophia would 
thus interrupt him — " Henry, no more of 
this, indeed you distress me — Oh ! talk not 
to me of wealth, distinctions, honors lostf 
can they compensate for loss of peace? — ^la 
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having made the choice IVe done, every day 
confirms my prudence, and increases my 
satisfaction ; and if^ Henfy, happiness cannot 
be found in the circle of domestic society, 
•tis in vain to lcx)k for it in the vortex of 
dissipation.^ ^ 

He could only look his feelings; — but it 
was such a look^ as words could never havo 
expressed. His Sophia understood it welU 
she pressed her Henr/s hand, and feit that 
conjugal affection was far preferable to a xnine 
of wealth. 

In the second year of their marriage, she 
presented him with the image of herseif, as if 
sent by Providence to console him for the loss 
which he was one day to sustain. The little 
stranger was received with rapture by the fond 
father, and no less doting mother — ^in com- 
pliment to its grandmama, who loved it not a 
little^ it was christ^ned after her Mary; and ' 
had attained its first year, when tHe birth of 
a soh increased their happiness-— he was 
christened after his grai^^ther, Edward 
These were the only pledges of their love 
Bach znoment that could be spared from the 
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cares of the world, was dedicated by Henry 
totheir improvement — Sophia was no less 
attentive. Unlike the too many parents of 
the present day, who instrust the education 
of their children to persons totally uninte- 
rested in their improvement, she taught them 
herseif; instilled with anxious solicitude, 
every moral precept into their minds ; and as 
their infant reason began to dawn, impressed 
them with a due sense of religjon. Edward 
was the favorite of his grandfather, and Mary 
of her grandmother; so that each took infi- 
nite delight in moülding their little pets 
according to their difFerent dispositions. Ed- 
ward listened eagerly to his grändpapa's tales 
of the dangers and difficulties that he had 
surmounted in his pursuit of glory, and often 
requested him to teil them over again, that, 
as he Said, he might dream of them. Mary 
incHned no less a willing ear to all that her 
grandmama said, and treasured up in, her 
memory the admonitions she reeeived. 

Thus for a time did the family of the 
Howards enjoy as uninterrupted a state of 
happiness as this world rarely alFords: — Yi$ 
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true, occasionally, a too great sensibility on 
the part of Henry, caused the little in- 
quietudes I have mentioned ; but, after a time, 
they served rather to increase their bliss than 
othenvise, as the sun shines with redoubled 
effect, after being momentarily obscured by 
a pa^sing cioud. Here, liöwever, one conti- 
nued scetie of happiriess is not to be expected ; 
a mixture of good and ill better befits our 
;state; for, while it Shows iis our inability to 
guard against misfortune, it loosens the chain 
that would otherwise bind us to the world. 
So it was with the Howards ; who from being 
the happiest of mortals in the fond relationship 
of father, mother, husband,wife;-^were now, 
probably to awaken them to a sense of their 
condition, forted tp acknowledge the in- 
stability of all sublunary bliss. The unhappy 
circumstance which thus broke in upon their 
joys, was, the dciath of Söphia's parents ; who 
having lived to a good old age in mutual acts 
of benevolerice and love, quietly reposed in 
each other's arms, ajid slept in the silent tomb. 
Like two aged trees that had long withstood 
jnany a winter^s blast, the one no soouer lost 
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its strength, than sympathy weakened the 
jßbres of the other; and, as the öne feil, the 
other drooped its head, and soon foUowed^ 
The grief of Henry and his Sophia was poig- 
jiant oh the c)ccasion:-^they had lost the best 
of parents, friends, and counsellors; bat it 
was the will of Providence, and, consequently 
their duty to bow submissively. So severe 
however, waä the trial, tbat their duty in a 
great measure yielded to the force of nature, 
whose influence they tried in vain altogether 
toresist; while the little Edward and Mary 
increased their sorrows by many an artless 
»peech that out them to the heart; — they too 
were greatly afFected at the good old people's 
tieath, and to this day n^ention them with 
reverence and gratitude. It is said, and of-, 
ten, alas, it proves too true, that one stroke of 
misfortune seldom comes alone : ^r. Howard 
experienced the justice of this remark^ for, in 
a short time after, owing it was supposed, to 
inward grief that preyed upon her night and 
day, Sophia, the best of wives, the solace of^ 
her Henry*s life, expired. 
This redoubied shock nearly.overpowereA 
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the wretched Howard; despair seized hi« soul j 
and in a moment of phrensy he was going to 
tenninate his misery by suicide; when, at 
that instant, his children stood before him. 
^^ Speechless through grief,** he snatched 
tbem to his breast3 and ^' all the father kindled 
in his hearf— " Yes, my little ones ! for you 
I'll live; for you I'U brave the storm.*' Over*- • 
come with the violence of his emotions, he 
mtik upon the ground^ when the kind anti* 
dote of oblivion stole over his senses:-~hi8 
prattling innocents terrified to see their fiither 
apparently dead, tried^ by a thousand artlesf 
ways, to recall him to life. They succeeded ; 
he revived, and beheld his weeping children 
kneeling by his side. He again snatched 
them to his bosom^ and while the idea of the 
rash act he was going to commit, overwhelmed 
him with hcwror; acknowledged that supreme 
goodness which had sent his children to recall 
him to a sense of his duty. Having now, 
however, lost the greatest tie which bound 
him to the world, and finding that his nerves 
had sustained too great a shock to enable him 
to reapply his mind to business, he disposed 
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öf his merchandise, and with his two chil- 
dren, retired to thevillage alluded to; where, 
by the afFability of his manners, he soon 
gained the good will of all who knew him* 
Having informed my readers thus much, I 
.must now heg them to soppose he has lived 
in this village some years; and that time has 
an a greät measure alleviated his sorrows. If 
ihey will have the goodness to comply with 
my wishes in that respect, it necessarily fol- 
lows that they are to consider Edward and 
Mary, as now no longer children; for the 
ötne müst be at least eighteen, and the other, 
ceventeen. ^ Interesting ages! when the af- 
fections bßgin to warm the heart; when the 
mind is open to every generous impulse; and 
delusive hope paints only the brighter scene& 
of life. Ah! but too soon the colors fade. 
To one who has a taste for the beauties of 
nature, the description of the Situation of 
the cottage in which Mr. Howard lives, per- 
haps, may not be unwelcome. The cottage 
itself Stands some little distanee from the 
village, itpon a gentle declivity, commanding 
in front a delightful prospect of the adjacent; 
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country, terminated by a vievv of the ocean, 
on which the distant sail is ocx:asionally 
Seen to ride. On the left, a fruitful Valley 
invites the 6ye, skirted along the horizoii 
by an extensive wood, which, as the sun sets, 
seems gilded by its rays. Behind the cottage, 
high towering hüls shelter it from the winter's 
blast ; and on the right, interspersed aihongst 
the trees, the village peeps; while, in the 
the centre,* the lowly church, scarcely per- 
ceptible, rears its humble head. The village 
itself is most romantically beautiful, and 
contains some few respectable inhabitants, 
amongst whom my Lord Gainsford has a seat; 
^nd, not far ofF, lives occasionaHy, a singular 
char acter of the name of. Elsdale ; whb, by 
his ecccntric manner, rs known almost to 
every one. I forgot, I shöuld not have sai^, 
that he was a singular character; there arc 
many such in the world. One trait of hib 
eccentricity is, that of his imagining that he 
is the person whom fortune has dealt most 
cruelly withal ; and that, therefore, he liasra 
claim upon every one's indulgence. So thaJfc 
it isby no means uncommön withliim to täke 
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such liberties wiüi others, aS, in any man but 
himself, or in those of a similar cast, would 
provoke resentment: — the circumstance of 
his character, being known^ alone prevents it* 
Men smile, and refrain. However, with all 
his peculiarities, he has been knovvn tö do 
charitable deeds, though his name never ap- 
peared in a subscription book; perhaps, his 
reason was, he did not think it right that 
charity should nin in the same Channel with 
ostentation. Another trait in his character 
is, his love of rambling about the country^ 
which, in the minds of the cottagers, subjects 
him to the Imputation of being thought 
deranged. But, if we are to judge of the 
impaired State of a person's intellects by such 
<a criterion, I am fearful we shall include the 
greater part of the present Community : — ^for 
'who, in this age, stays at home? He sometimea 
brings with him to the village a young lady 
whom he calls his niece, nobody can cou- 
tradict it, though the cottagers say, they 
.wonder so sweet a young creatore should be- 
iong to such a queer old gentlemaii. 
:. We will now say a word or two conceming 
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Ix)rd Gaihsford's family; which consists of 
his lady, one daughter, and a young man^ 
whom it IS Said, his lordship brought up from 
his infancy; and whose birth is* involved in 
njystery. Certain it is, howev*er, his lordship 
is particularly attached to him, as is Mr. Els- 
dale; who takes every opportunity to render 
him a Service. Prederick (the name he goes 
by) was now in his threeand twentieth year; 
handsome and well formed ; and, altogether, 
a most engaging youth. Though cast upon 
the World at an early age, and foUowing the 
profession of the law, he still retained that 
pleasing niodesty which never fails to interest? 
%he mind of sensibility. Conscious of the 
Obligation he was under to his benefactor, he 
would willingly have sacrifioed his own interest 
to have promoted his. DüBdent of his abili . 
lies, he avoided rather than courted attention ; 
and, though sensible in\he extreme, had no 
ambition to shine. Perhaps, it might be from 
the consciousness that he had no occasion to 
practise those little arts which belong only to 
little minds. As, however, he seldom talked 
much^ my readers must be aware that he wa6 
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but ill calcuhted to figure in fashionable ViCe, 
or, perhaps some may think in the line pf liis 
profession ; where, too often,impudenceusurps 
the place of merit. This stränge youög man 
:Cöuld sometimes blush too; occasionally for 
bis fandied imperfections, thoiigh 'generali/ 
for the real ones of others. — ^Blush ! 

Yes, yes, a blush is very scarce, 

O fie, O fie, upon 't > * 
And when it glows, lo! fashion- calls 

The virtue, mauvaise honte, 

9 

But^ though modest, or rather diffident, it 
xnust not be supposed that, he was deficient in 
spirit 1 — No ! he knew the respeet due to him^ 
and 3cldom failed to obtain it even from those 
xnore confident than himself; for^ however 
niodesty may seemingly be ridiculed by fools, 
it is in general accompanied with such solid 
«ense, that even they are obliged to appear to 
respeet it, if it be only out of policy. To 
meet this amiable youth^ wbo was now spend- 
ing the vacation at' bis patron's seat, the son 
of Sir William Lovegate wais invited; the lat- 
.ter of whom and Lord Gainsford, being upon 
the uiost intiraate terms. It «o happened th^t 
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he arrived on the evening that Mr. Howard 
with his son and daughter were invited to 
Hatten Grove, the seat of Lord Grainsford. 
The first glance that our heroine oaiight of 
him as he entered, was siiiScient to^ convince 
her that he was a \erj different young man 
from Frederick; for, in his every action, s<^ 
concei t was but too apparent. But my readers 
^hall judge for themselves: — ^his name being 
annoünced, he entered perfectly at his ease, 
(which, however, in my opinion, was the 
height of afFectation;) and bowing slightly to 
the party assembled, stepped across the room 
to Miss Guinsford ; and, in a whisper loud 
enough to be heard by every one present, 
drawled out, " AhJ my dear Caroline, how 
do, how do! — ^But I say, who the devil have 
we here?". looking round the room, with his 
eyes f<ishionably half shut. Lord Gainsford, 
who had. not seen him befor^ for a length of 
time, disgusted with his impertinence, gravely 
•introduced the Howards, then Fxederick. 
JHis fashionable stäre äoon called forth the 
blushof modesty on Mary'scheek, whichhe 
.observing, incqurse attributed to her wantof 



14 VIRTUE AND VICE. 

breeding. It was daipned unlucky, he thoiight, 
that she should so palpably evince the result 
of her rusticity, at a moment, when he really 
began to think seriously of making her ah 
honorable proposal ; (for, it seems, her beauty 
had touched his heart :) but the idea of taking 
a wife that could not look at a man without 
blushing, ohi it was ridiculous — ^the world 
would laugh at him. So that, oA that account, 
he was imder the necessity of thinking of her 
only as his mistress. Hard case ! ! ! thongh 
thus perfectly according with the present 
fashionable behaviour of many of our Boftd 
Street loungers, he failed to interest the gothic 
Mary; who, on being asked by her father as 
they returned home, her opinion of the bean, 
answered/ " I really my dear sir scarce 
know what opinion to form of him ; afFecta- 
tion has so deformed his nature, and rendered 
him so truly ridiculous, that with the figure 
of the man, he blends the actions of the 
monkey." Mr. Howard smiled, and told her 
that he thoiight her definition of him was to- 
lerably correct . During the evening, Lovegate 
contrived to place himself near Mary^ and 
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K^ith all the freedom which characterises men 
of fashion, and which is now allowed to denote 
goodbreeding, sought to entertain her with the 
icommon topic of discourse amongst idlers— 
scaildal — " And would you suppose it possible, 
my dear Miss Howard! but it's certainly 
true; for I heard it from my Lord Vainless, 
who you know, my dear ma'am, is a great fa- 
vorite with the fair sex in general ; — Oh, yes^ 
she certainly went ofF with . hinr, and no 
wonder ; the Captain's a damned fine Tellow 
certainly.** Frederick, who had resigned his 
seat next Mary to his intended companion, 
thinking that he could entertain her much 
better than himself ; büt perceiving that he 
confused rather than entertained, willing to 
relieve her, exclaimed haßtily, " And that you 
mention as an excuse for the conduct of the 
iady ?" — " Certainly," replied Lovegate ; " or 
at least it seems she thought so, or she would 
never have gone ofFwith him : but such occur- 
rences are now so common in high life, that? 
— " Come, 6ome, Mr, Lovegate," interrupted 
Lady Gainsford; " I'U not sufFer you^to be 
iBo severe on people of life as you term tb^ip j 
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there may be some who disgrace tlieir rank", 
and consequently themselves, but I trust, thoy 
are so comparatively few, that instead of Cast- 
ing a reflection, it onght rather to, redound 
to the honor of the British nobiüty. But, 
there are unfortimately ever those who thinit 
by exposing the faults of others, to gloss over 
Iheir own." This speech rather silenced the 
gentleman, who, however, possessed too much 
inSensibility in bis nature to feel any reproof 
keenly. Mr. Howard could not avoid smiling, 
while the rcst of the party found it difficult 
to refrain. 

The evening passed away tolerably com-i 
fortable to all, though, perhaps, It wouM have 
been more so, had not Lovegate joined them. 
Hu, infact, paid particular attention to Mary, 
but in that kind of way as evidently denoted 
a fiincied superiority in rank, manners, and 
f;i?liioiiable breeding. So glaring was it, that 
ci'eti Mary with her inexperience in theworld 
could not but perceiveit; though she made 
every excuse for a man thrown into dissipated 
sccnes as he was, with all the alluremcnts of 
wcaith to excite his vanity, and to barter his 
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understanding. Frederick noticed his seif 
complacent air likewise, and, while his cheek 
glowed with resentment, (for, he too, could 
not See Mary with indifFerence ;) he had 
learned in his profession to stifle his feelings. 
As for Edward, he often in the ccurse of tho 
evening, looked at his father with enquiring 
eyes, as much as to say, *^ What am I to 
think of this man ? though perfectly unknown 
to our family, he seems quite at his ease,, 
though gifted by ito superior endowments.'* 
Unacquainted as yet with the world, he had 
imagined that a consciousness of superior 
abilities, could alone ensure ease of manners ; 
instead of which, he^tvas now convinced fehat 
it sometimes procceded from insensibility. 
At a late hour the Howards departed, eacli 
wrapped up in their own reflections : — «the fa- 
ther pondering oa the vicissitudes of iife — the 
son dweliing on the ridiculous hehaviour of 
Lovegate — ^while Mary, was, perhaps^ more 
ple^ingly employed in thinking of Frederick, 
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CHAPTER IL 



IT may now be as well to give my readers a 
faint outline of the character of my Lord 
Gainsford; who, whenvery young, had, like 
most other great men's sons, been seht to 
Eton ; where he acquired not only a tolerable 
«hare of learning, but such requisites, as too 
many high bred youths of the present day, 
are most eager to attain: — such indeed, as 
'tis fortunate for the rest of the Community, 
distinguish young men of rank. At twenty 
he went to Cambridge, where he soon excelled 
in such actions as a bad example too fre- 
quently gives rise to, After a time however, he 
began to see his error; and as he had naturally 
a tolerable share of sense, wLth, by no means 
bad principles to contend with;, he, by degreeSj» 
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refonned; some Said through the influence of 
li^y Amelia Aubrey, though, for my own 
part, being more charitable, I am willing to 
hope, it was owing rather to a conviction of 
his past folly. Be that as it may^ he ihortly 
after married the above mentioned lady, and 
liow honored the rank which he had before 
disgraced. The same motive that induced 
him to miake this change, induced him also to 
make ^other; which was^ to endea^our to 
render himself an useful member of society, 
It so happened^ that at the time he was making 
this resolve, au important subject gave rise 
to a streng deb'ate in the House of Lords;-— 
now, it strpck him, that it was a fair oppor- 
tunity to distipguish himself as a man of 
abilities, and with that idea he attended the 
House, with his intended speech in his pocket, 
which he flattered himself could not fail to 
strike conviction into ^rvery one's breast, 
Unfortunately,^ however, he was disappointed 
in his expectations ; and so roughly replied to 
by one whose sentiments were difFerent from 
his own, that he determined for the future to 
, keep his opinion to himself^ Now it was, that 
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he regretted the improper use he had made of 
his time ; — now did he feel that he had not 
done himself j ustice. Indeed, he has since been 
often heard to say, that, had he in his youth 
bestowed the same pains lo acquire knowledge, 
as he had done folly; he had no longer been 
ashamed to deliver his sentiments in tbe Bri- 
tish Senate. * As it was, he waä obliged, likQ 
many other great men, to remain silent; 
though he often attended the House with the 
laudable motive to vdte against such measures 
as heconceived prejudicialtothe publiowelfare. 
XJnlike the companion of his youth, Sir 
William Xovegate, who lived but in the smiles 
of the minister; not that he reaped altogether 
so much benefit from them either^ but, that tt 
•gratified his vanity to be reckonied thefriend 
pf the great man t-^— his errors howöver wer^ 
in the head, more than in the heart. His 
lady was scarcely his superio'r in that respect, 
forbeing by Sir William's marrying her, raised 
aböve tlie Situation in life to which she had 
been accustomed, she gave the reins to newly 
acquired splendour and false ambition. To 
vie with the equipages, not the virtues of 
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people of di^tinguished rank^ she strained 
every nerve; without reflecting that siiperior 
stations in life^ require superior manners; 
and that, without which, the then little great 
excite only contempt and ridicule. On the 
contrary, the exalted Station in which they 
move, reflects, as through a mirror, thosc 
trifling defects, which, in a more humble life, 
might have escaped Observation. However, 
as the lady in question, was not over troubled 
with diifidence, she paved her way into the 
World with tolerable success; and evenimposed 
upon the judgment of some who knew her 
only as the wife of a Baronet; for, in that 
character, who could think of questioning her 
abilities? It'is true, with those who united a 
knowledge of the world with a dignified 
Station, she was seen through at once, and 
exposed to merited derision. 

Wishing, in every respect, to foUow the 
examples of the great, • she considered accom- 
plishmentsas thefirstrequisite; andendeavour- 
edto makeher son of thesamewayof thinkingi 
declaring, she did not see it became children 
of rank to trouWe theirheads with a vast deal 
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of leaming. — " Though to be sure my dear,** 
would she often say to hun; ^^ it's very well 
fbr those who have nothing eise to depend 
upon; but, as for you, child, youVe a band- 
6ome fortune of your own ; and therefore you 
have only to learn the accomplishm^nts of a 
gentleman.** 

. Thus did the weak mother out of a mistaketi 
idea, contribute gi^eatly to render her son an 
object of future eontempt; for, whatever 
may be the rank or wealth of children, if their 
parents do not encourage them to engage in 
laudable pursuits, they become accessary to 
their future shame and misery . To pufF them 
Mp also by informing them of th^ir conse- 
quence in the world, their wealth, &c. and, 
worse than all,, to instil into their minds, that 
honorable employment is a degradation to 
their rank; is doing them as well as the Com- 
munity at large, the greatest injustice. To 
such conduct as this, on the part of parents, 
may be ascribed the first origin of a Bond 
Street loungen 

With such advice, it cannot he supposed 
tbat the mind of young iiov«gate was in the 
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best cultivated State: — ^he however pössessed 
all the requisites which his mother so particu* 
larly wished him to acquire; and which, she, 
perhaps, justly said, would best qualifjr him 
to move in fashionabie life ; namely, a confi« 
dent addres*-^n imposing manner-with 
not the most refined feelings in the world* 
What others said respecting him, he cared 
little about; wit and raillery plied their shafts^ 
in vain, at him ; and yet, in the opinion of 
many of his dashing acquaintance, he was 
considered, (to use their expression,) a damned 
clever fellow ! ! ! From his early youtli, he had 
lingered out his existence in the fashionabie 
way of wästing time, and at the commence- 
ment of this little Tale, Unding town rather 
duU, had availed himself of Lord Gainsford's 
invitation, to spend a few weeks at Hatton 
Grove. This was one reason he assigned to 
his Lordship, but I am fit to think he had 
another of much greatcr influenae; namely, 
to «view the rising beauties of his Lordship*B 
amiable daughten This young lady, though 
bredupin fashionabie Itfe,. had, nevertheless, 
imbibed too much of her mother's virtupuiB 



14 VIRTUE AND VICE. 

principles, to be led into habits of dissipation ; 
neither had she neglected the cultivation of 
her mind ; the beauties of which eould only 
be equalled by those of her person. Though 
considerably younger than her friend Miss 
Howard, she had often been solicited to 
change her State; but the generality of her 
fiuitors were but ill calculated to win the af- 
fections of the interesting Caroline. To false 
pride, she was an utter stranger; and, there- 
fore, though the daughter of a nobleman^ with 
wealth and honors at her command, disdained 
not the friendship of the humble Mary. Her 
father too had many amiable traits in his 
character, and, since his marriage wfth her 
mother, had become quite an altered man. 

As, has been observed, he reformed con- 
siderably before he married ; but it was reserved 
for his Amelia to complete his reformation. 
If, after she became his wife, he seemed 
inclined to relapse, her intreati^s urged by 
tenderness and love, seldöm failed to swerve 
him from his purpose. Judging that the 
fault laid rather with his acquaintance than 
with himself, she persuaded him to give them 
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tip; and convinced him^ in the course of time^ 
that such a step was absolutely necessary^ if 
he wished to reform his conduct. Once 
however, about a twelvemonth after their 
marriage^ when at their town house in Port*' 
man Square^ he was induced through the 
repeated solicitation of a particular friend^ 
whom -he met with accidentally, to promise 
to meet a party that evening at B*s in St» 
James's Street; it so happened that an old 
servant overheard their conversation^ who 
instantly hastened to his Lordshtp's house» 
and communicSated with tears in his eyes, the 
intelligence to his lady; this faithful felloW 
ßeeking rather to reclaim his master^ than 
become a pander to his vices. Her ladyship 
instantly changed colour, but flattering herseif 
that she retained thatinfluence over her lord 
which she knew she once possessed ; she höped 
^e could con trive an expedient to prevent their 
meeting, She had often observed that his- 
lordship's disposition was rather inclined to 
jealousy, and she trusted in the present in-» 
stance she oouid render it subservient to her 
ivishes. Accordingly when his lordship re- 

\0L. ;. G 
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tumed from bis walk, she followed him intö 
the drawing room, and in a seeming car^less 
mänher^ began to cany her scheme iöto 
ejtöcution, hy sajnng, *^ My Lord, Vm ^ad 
youVe returfted! My Lady C— — and her 
brother have just been here, endeavouring to 
tprevail upon me to accompany them to the 
Opera this evening; — allthe tvor*M, they say, 
it expfected to be present to seethfe lorig talked 
of Ballet, bfow you know, riiy Lord, as I 

' * * * * 

<am aUvays unfashiohäble enough to teil yon 
of the ertgagements I make, I wQuld not 
-promiseuntil I had Seen yon.'* 

His Lordship was extremdy sörpri^ed at 
what he heard, and seemcd, for 84)ifte time, 
ut a loss for an answ^r: at lengtb, recovering 
liimself, he stammefed out, *' Why I never 
Jknew before Amelia, you were partial to 
public placest)f amusement! It's somewhat 
liiilucky that yoü should begin to admire 
'them this evening" — ^hesitating — ^^ Could you 
«ftQt take another opportunity instead of this?** 

" Certainly," replied her Ladyship, " only 
■ Wy I^dy C — : — meiitioned that to-morrow 
tnojfiiing her brother leaves Töwn— and** 
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*' Wqll then," interröpted his lordship 
who feit rather tmeasy at the meiition cf'mj 
liddy C — -^-'s brother a second time; ^^ be it 
so» — ^Bttt I Slippose youVe too &shionable tci 
Büffet your hu^band to appear with' yo& in 
public!** 1 

" Oh no, tbere you wrong me,'* replied 
her "Ladyship ; *^ I would much sooner incuf 
the jestB oi Öie profligate, 4han sanction^ by 
my example, ä vicious cnstom.^— Bot; peAipsi 
iny Lord, it »Äy -not be ^convenient— ^r* 

^^ Oh yes, mylove, perfectly sa;** ' mteN 
tupted he; *^ and yet — it's rather unlu^fcy 
that your friepd shöuld have fixed^ upon ko^ 
tiight; bu^t rU cotitrive to go^certainly. ' Yä 
i_yes^— r 11 accompafty yoü." Fori i« tinitH; 
though his Lord^hip had no suspiciön ^ät^ 
ev^r that his Amelia thought of 'Lady CJ—'s 
Krolher, in any light that coüld indöce^he* 
to^wish for !his society in particular; yöt he 
loved her too^ well to be perfeetly easy at the 
idea bf trusting'her to the/^re of a fine young 
fellöw öf üve and twenty. He knew that by 
suöh ' impriidence of husbands In general, 
fcäny of ^ouf gownsmeh filled their pocketSr 
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In fine^ he fljccompanied her to the Opera^ and 
thotigh Lady C and her brother were not 
faithi^l to tjieir apppintment^ as she told 
him^ in meeting her there, he had no reason 
Uf ii^pent having broken his promise mth the 
party in St. James's Street« The next morn- 
ing he goodnaturedly upbräided her Ladyship 
for l;iaving been the cause of his forfeiting his^ 
word, f ^ for to confess the trüth,** said he, 
" I was. last night engaged to meet some of 
my old üdends at B*8 in St. James*s Street ; 
apd what excuse Vm to make to them, I can- 
aot conceive.'* 

Lady Gäiilsford— ^^ Oh, my Lord, think 
|ipt of that. — ^Tis better to break a promise, 
particularly qf such a nature as yours, than 
to have cause to repent its Performance/* 
. Lord Gainsford smiied, and called her his 
guardian angeL Finding him in so gooä an 
humour, she told him that in going to the 
Opera the preceding evening, it was merely to 
favor a little scheme of hers to prevent him 
£rom fulfilling his engagement, which she said 
she had heard of accidentally; — and added, 
throwing her arms romid his neck, *^ You 
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must fbrgiye this innocent stratagem^ as in 
adopting it^ I had only your good at heart." 
His Lordship embraced her tenderly^ and 
whispered in her ear, that, did every wife be- 
stow the same pains to reclaim their husbands 
as she did hers^ in all probability^ fhere would 
be more reformed men^ and happier couples 
in the wwld^ than there were at present« 
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yS/E T^U now retrace our Steps to the villag^ 
t)f M ■ - ^ aud devote a little of our attention 
to the ^ood people who occasionally reside 
in lt. 

The morning after the cvcning, which the 
Jlowards spent at Hatten Grove, the dis- 
CQurse at the cottage accidentally tumed upoix 
the contrast in the manner^ of the two young^ 
men^ Frederick and Lovegate, Edward could 
jiot avoid expressing hissurprise at those of the 
lütter: " For my part,** said he$ " I could 
not but observe the difFerence between him 
and Mr. Frederick, who seems to exalt his 
nature in proportion as the other degrades it. 
^* Your observationjs were worthy of ybu, 
«claimed Mr. Howard i ^^ and if you treö-* 
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Sure them up iri yöur memory, they may be 
of Service to you ia future Ufe: — ^for while 
they leach you the contempUW^light iu which 
Avilful ignorance or xmsought for iaiproyement 
appears; modest worth and superior attain- 
ments will be duly estimated by you, How- 
ever when you mix in the world, you will 
often find that worth and superior attainments^ 
are^ in many respects^ dangerous to possess ; 
§or, though they claim the approbation of the 
just and good> ia little minds^ they are tho 
source of envyJ' 

^ Well hut, Boy dear fether," hartily c^ted 
£dwardi " why should worth and sviperior 
^tainments, excite that groveUng pas3ion^. 
when they are free to all^ who, by proper di-' 
ligence seck to acquire theo) ?7 — -^^ Your ques^- 
tion, Edward, is at your time of life, natural 
enough," replied Mr. Howard ; " but when 
you are sojne few years older, you will have 
reason perhaps to know, that many like the 
knowledge, though few the price to pay. In 
such, the superior attainments of others, 
seem to act as a reproach upou themselves; 
and while.they are constrainqd to admire^i they 

C4 
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canhot but feel their ovvn infaiority. This, 
frequently, : gives rise to jealousy and ill will, 
and** — ^Here JMr. Howard was interrupted by 
the entrance of Frederick, who bowing res- 
|)ectfuUy, Said he could not avoid calllng to 
enquire after their healths, and hoped that 
they had taken no cold the preceding evening. 
They expressed their thanks for his enquiries, 
and assured him they had not, As fpr Mary, 
I am afraid, she repaid his attention with a 
look which seemed to say, that she was not 
very sorry to see him again. Certairily, Mr. 
Howard and Edward welcomed him to the 
cottage with much cordiality. ** As I under«^ 
stand you are going to stay amongst us some 
little time," said the former, " I hope you 
will often favor us with your Company—* 
Edward, and my girl here, will, I am sure 
always be happy to see you/' Frederick feit 
himself extremely flattered by Mn Howard's 
invitation, and said, he was fearful he should. 
avail himself of it but too often, 

" Oh, fear not on that head, my godd 
sir!'* cried Mr. H, " I did not invite you out 
q( pöUteness: — ^though, when you*ire in the 
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World, you reeeive few invitations^ perhapSj 
from any other motive.**-*— *^ Why/* retumed 
Frederick, " there is indeed but too much 
truth in your remark»— The flattery we meet 
with there — — .'* 

^^ Is frequently the cause of your rum;** 
interrupted Mr. Howard ; *' for it raises yöu 
so high in your own estimation, that it ren- 
ders you unfit todischarge the duties of your 
Station in life. The ear should never Usten 
.to what the heart condemns;^*— but in the 
World, it too frequently does. There, you 
See a face of pleasure, but a heart of pain. 
To eclipse his neighbour in giving an enter- 
tainment superior to his: — and to outshine 
the circle of his acquaintance; — the feelings 
of the heart are completely deadened ;7— cha- 
rity is sufFered to slumber ; — and the happiness 
of doing good too frequently sacrificed to the 
indülgence of a contemptible pride.'' 

At that instant, Lovegate made his ap- 
pearance, breathless, and pale as death. 
Advancing to Miss Howard, regardless of her 
father and brother, he drawled out, " Ah, 
my dear Miss Howard, how dol how do! 

C 5 



M VlRTüirANöVlCÄ 

f;houId have bcen with you before — hxit u 
damned accident — -that is^ tuming a comer^ 
hörses took fright^ dashed the curricle against 
a post^ and left tne oa the groutid without 
seither sense or motion." 

** Vm extremdy sorry," said Mr. Howard^ 
ftlarmed.-*-*— *^ Ye«, so was I," interrupted 
Lövegate; " damiied sony ; but what of thatf 
'twas of little use; the thing was done. Be- 
t^ides^ we lads of life never mind trifles; — ^if 
we did, how the devil do you think we should 
get on ? Hey, Miss Howard what say you ?"— 
" I really am not competent to judg^e from 
my experience/' replied she; " but I should 
•$uppöse that you would find it difficult."' 

This was spoken with a degree of archnes» 
which caused the gentlemen to srhile ; while 
Mary feU surprised at herself^ that she had 
answered Lovegate's question in the mahner 
die had done ; but the behaviour of thi« 
youhg man was such, that^ she justly thought, 
it ought to be ridiculed by every lover of 
common sense. Lövegate, however, himself^ 
received this little piece of sarcasm, (if so it 
could be calledj with as much indifFerence 
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^s his mother could have wished him; and 
grinning I suppose, as he imagined^ with ir- 
resistible cfFeet, cried, " Very well i my little 
charmer; very well 'pon my life, hal hat hal 
— ;But," turning with an affected air towards 
Mr. Howard, and Edward ; " I beg pardon ; 
I forgot — ^let's See, youVe the father, I think, 
of the bewitcbing Mary !" 

Mf . Howard somewhat ofFended, though 
he endeavoured to conceal it, answered, " I 
am fearful Mr. Lovegate, you have sufFered 
more from your accident than you at first 
imagined; or surely, you would know the 
respect due from one gentleman to another! 

Frederick coloured; — Edward bit his lips; 
— 'while Mary, glad to escape, left the room. 

'^ Though, perhaps," resumed Mr.H. ** it's 
deemed incompatible with modern ease!" 

*' You're right good sir — ^youVe right,** 
returned Lovegate; " respect is now com^ 
plctely laid aside ; freedom's all the go; at least^ 
with people of life. Say what you will, must 
not take afFront; if they do, pity 'em for not 
kndwing better; and y et, my good sir, we've 
a high sense of honor about us. Trample 
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upon a partner's toe at a ball, must not look 
it over; the lady would never rest unless we 
fought it öut. So you see, we lads of fashion, 
are never safe. But apropos! where*s my 
littlerusticallthistime? — gone! then so am 
I; gentlemen! — Fm your most obedientP 

Then swinging bis -hat about carelessly, 
strutted out of the room, to the infinite sa- 
tisfaction of all present. *^ Of all the foUies 
which fashion sanctions/* said Mr Howard 
thoughtfuUy, and looking after him ; "surely 
that of afFectatiön, is the most contemptible. 
Though it excite our pity, we cannot avoid re- 
garding with it a certain portion of disgust. 
Edward," heresumed; " when you associate 
with the w^orld, be careful to avoid imbibing 
it: — ^for though, in this happy isle, we are 
free from every other contagion, that still 
tages with increased.virulence. 

Shortly after Frederick took bis leave, and 
returned to Hatton Grove. It may now be 
necessary to inform ourselves of what was 
passing there. During. the evening that the 
Howards spent at the Grove, Lord Grainsford 
observed, with pain, the ridiculous conduct 
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o£ Lovegate; and meeting his Amelia, the 
next morning, in the library, (ralher an un- 
common place, it must be allowed, for a mo- 
dern fair one to be found in;) thus addressed 
her: " I'm exceedingly hurtniy love at the 
behaviour of Lovegate last night; he made 
himself extremely ridiculous. Egad! hehas 
improved upon his mother's advice with a 
witness. Had I known this before, I certainly 
should not have sent for him to be the com- 
panion oi Frederick." — ^^ Well, well,** ex- 
claimed her Ladyship^ let him excite our pity 
rather than our censure. He assuredly ren- 
ders himself very ridiculous ; but in the circle 
of his fashionable acquaintance, perhaps in 
that respeet, he is by no means Singular. If 
I had my will, I would have all young men ol 
his class, which is those who wiliingly sacrifice 
their judgment at the shrine of afFectation; 
leave the airy region they have been accus- 
tomed to move in, and repair to that of 
nature and common sense; where, if they 
were not utterly lost to themselves, they 
would See the contemptibie light in which 
they appeared^ and the necessity of their re- 
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formation, if they sought the «stimation of 
the wise and virtuoas." — ^^ Why yes, cer- 
tainly/* retürned his Lordship, " were they 
to follow your advice, the heads of many of 
our young men, would be mych better stocked 
than they are at present: — but, to the case 
in question ; I like not the manner of Love- 
gate's behaviour to the daughter of my gpod 
friond. I am afraid his views are not honor«- 
able ; and yet, I think, he durst not intimate 
any other." 

The appearance oi the gentleman himself, 
at this moment, broke off the conversation;. 
Three or foiir weeks passed away, without any 
particular occurrence taking place: at the 
expiration of that time, the arrival of Mr. 
Elsdale at the village increased the satisfactioH 
of all parties, who^ in rememberinghis virtues, 
forgot his failings. Viewing always the darfc 
side of the question^ he was, aspsual, inone 
of his sombre moods. The State of the nation 
now caused it. He told his friends, that in 
his.opinion, it was sinking fast to ruin; for 
what with the expenses incurred abroad and 
at home, nothing, he added with a ßigh, lie 
was fearful, could save it. 
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^ However aö^B am wilKagt^do all I can 
fcr it, a&welLia&forycmog mc» of no fortune,'* 
continued he>, ** X have been using what little* 
influenae I possess,. to procure two or three 
eomimssicms for such as are of that descrip- 
tion-^ 'Do- yeu know any at this present time, 
viho would-like tx> go into the army?— Äey !* 
what say you ?"" Edward who happened to be- 
present during this conversation, invoUintarily 
sprang from his seat, and l6oi6ed eamestly at 
bis father, who knew. too weH the cause of his» 
emotions. In fad: he had often srghed for a: 
military life, and had frequently expressed his. 
wishes to that effect,.to l:as fether; who had: 
Mtherta been averse- fco. it. But, a» he knew 
his son had never thought of,any other line of " 
life, and as his happiness was dearer. to him. 
than his-own, he was^ rather startled at Mt; 
Elsdak*s question, and requested a little time: 
to consider of it* 

The next morning he met his son acei— 
dentaHy in the garden, and' conceiving* it a 
good opporturiity to talk with him upon the 
subject, toW hini he wished* to have some 
private conversation with him. Edward baw- 
ed, and Mn Howard thus began: * 
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" You knowy Edwar4, I? U^ve always e»- 
deavoured to study your happiQess^* when it dids 
not interfere with my duty; and^ Itrust, I- 
always shall. What I more particularly wish- 
to speak with you now about^ is,. relative tp the 
purport of .pur friend. Elsdale's conversation . 
last night^. I observed at the tiii^c, , you jwere. 
not unmindful of it. Now teil me candidly,^ 
do you still wish tp go into the army ?" 

" Most anxiously my father;*' replied Ed- 
ward ; " but not without your Consent. That . 
alone must. ir^uence me." — ** . You should 
not have said^that, if you wished to obtain it^** 
Said Mr. H. . turning away his head to conceal . 
\£s ag^tation; " but you are now old enough . 
to judge,.in some measure, for yourself; and 
as there is so fair. an opportunity, Ithink, if 
your wishes» are still the same, you had better 
embrace it." Edward in vain attempted to» 
express his transports; he took his fether*s. 
band, and pressed it with.warmth.. 

" L confess," resumed Mr. H. *^ I could 
have wished that you had chosen any other. 
profession, but no matter: — the same power 
that.guards you now, will not forsake you in, 
the hour of danger, if you Continus to deservo. 
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its protection. However, think well, before 
you determine. Consider the nature of a mi- 
litary life ! — it does not only consist in wearing, 
a red coat or gay cockade ; in strutting about 
the parade to aliow a fine figure; or dangling 
after a petticoat! — it has more important da-> 
ties to fulfil, and, too often, requires a sacrifice 
of cvery domestic comfort." 

" Truesir,** returned Edward j "thepart- 
ing with bis deareat_ fri^nds is the severest 
duty of a soldier. It is tliat which calls forth 
all bis fortitude. But, oh, my fatber ! think, 
of the motive which indaces bim voluntarily 
to make the sacrifice! Does it not greatly. 
originate in them ? Is it not for their sakes, . 
as well as for bis King's and Country's, tbat 
he nobly disdains all selfisb coneiderations ?. 
Yes ! each has its powerful motive, , and when* 
combined, urges bim on to tbat pitch, tbat 
he deems bis life of value only, as it enables 
him to risk it for their advantage. . Think of 
that, my dear fetherl and then teil me,, 
wbetber he who prefers bis ease to honorable 
toil,^ does not render himself un\VX)rthy of 
the name of man? 
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However Mr. Howard might secretly 
ädmire his son's spirit, he thought it best to 
moderate it, by telling him that the breath. 
of fame was easlly evaporated by caprice. 

" However,** saidhe, " 'tis nowtimethat 
you embark in some pursuit> and whatever it 
may be, apply to it but closely, and the greater 
will be your chance of succeeding in it. The 
World is before you: — ^its dangers and diffi- 
culties are great;. but the öne may beover- 
come and the other avoided, if you are 
guided by caution and perseyerance. I have 
nothing further to« say:r— you may now leave- 
me." Edward instantly retired, elatedatthe 
consummatioH of his wishes;, though many 
a sigh eseäped him, when he reflected, that 
the best of fathers, and the kindjsst of sisters,.. 

4 

He was now, in all probability, . soon to leave.. 
Mr. Howard took the first opportunity to 
communicate to Mr. Elsdäle his^ son*s wish^ . 
and asked his ad vice thereon*. He seemed 
Bfiiich pleased, and said, if the dear boy per- 
sisted in hisintentions,he hoped that he would' 
accept of a commissign from him. Mr. 
Howard told him he respected him too mucfo 
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te wish to prevent him from rendering him- 
seifand son on Obligation. Mr. Elsdale thea- 
Said, after pondering^some little time, that he* 
was intimately acquainted with a General 
Holcroft, to whom, he would take care, to 
speak in favor of Edward. Mr. Howard^ 
Ihanked hiin, and they then parted». 
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CHAPTER H^- 



We must now return to our fair heroine;^ 
She had lately spent much of her time with 
her esteemed friend^ Caroline Gainsford; for 
as their dispositions were congenial^ they. 
were never so happy as when together. 
Whether they walked or rode, FredericL 
generally accompanied them, as did Lovegate, 
v^hen they could not avoid it. From the time 
he arrived at the village, he had thought pro- 
per to trouble Mary with his unwished. for 
assiduities, but meeting with a frigid recepti- 
on, he took it into his head to. be violently 
ofFended; professing his astomshment, that 
a simple little rustic should think of slight- 
ing the attentions of a man of his conse- 
quence. But thus it is with the world 1 i£ 
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ft man be richer than the object on whom he 
has condescended to fix his afFections, he 
conceives he Ras only ttxieclare his passion to 
meet with encouragement : — a refusal is never 
dreampt of ! Oh ! 'tis quite out of the question. 
But with respect to Lovegate, little did hc 
know the object of his present wishes, if he 
imagined, that his consequence, as he was 
pleased to term it, could, in the slightest de- 
gree, induce Mary to cncourage his addresses* 
She had not as yet seen enough of the world 
to be influeneed in the disposal of her band 
by any sordid motive. Lovegate, at length, 
Unding that he could make no impression 
uponher, left the village, and retumed to 
Town. As may be conjectured, bis departure 
caused no very great concern to any of our 
village friends ; particularly to Frederick and 
Mary: — -the former of whom from having 
been lately a great deal in the society of the 
latter, found, the more he saw of her, the 
deeper was the impression she made on his 
heart. Hfe, however, had not the resolntion 
to nsveal his [)assion3 though the object that 
e^ptted' it^ gftve biB> every encouragement 
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« 

he could wish to receive; for she rightly im • 
puted his diffidence to the true cause, the 
strength of his attachment. Indeed it pleased 
as much as the impudence of Lovegate dis- 
gusted her; and let the author flatter himself, 
that she was not the only woman in Britaia 
who,similariy circumstanced, would know hovr 
to estimate it Frederick had many severe 
struggles with himself, concerning the de» 
claration of his passion, thoiigh, for the life 
of him, he could not summon up sufiicient 
resolution: — and had it not been for 






A lacky Chance^ that oft decidet the fate 
Of mighty monarchB,** 



it is probable that he would have renxained 
much longer in the same anxious State of 
»uspense. What I have alluded to is this. 

One evening, a short time after the dis- 
course of Edward and his father^ relative to 
the former going into the army ; Mary had 
gone vK^ith her beloved Caroline to take a walk; 
when, as they were in deep conversation 
respecting Edward's intention^ two men 
suddenly sprang from behind a hedge^ and 
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seized the affirighted Mar}% who uttered a 
prercing shricfc, and fairited in their arms. 
Caroline, was also dreadfülly alarmed^ but 
:on seeing the inen ii Ihe act of cenveyingher 
friend to a coach, which she feintly distiiiguißhed 
at a liule distance, scarce knowing. what she 
did, shrieked violently; when to her unspeak- 
-able satisfectiibn, -Frederidc, who had beeft 
-courting the sympathy of the stockdoves ift 
the fieMsy Imstily approached ;-~on beholding 
the Situation of his beloved giA, he was so 
thunderstruck^ >tbat for a moment he had not 
the power to attempt her rescue ; but Yio sooner 
*faad herecovered him^lf^ ^ thah:heedless of all ' 
but her, he rüshed upon the men; and with 
•a large wafting stick, iwhith he alway&carrieA 
Vfhesn in iht coaTttty, bröught one 'of them 
ito tiie grouKid. Theother^ seeing t^at^ firdd . 
'a pistol at hihi,' butfottünately withoubefleot. 
Me thea r (fldd, < jmersued by Fredevibk, • who 
diavir^ri^asiändble to ov^i-tkke -him. 'He 
thfenf t5ettskirfd«to>lftie scene of aötion, where 
^e \^eid im adiked Mdr y, stretched önthe 
-pxixitid; ihsiviä^ to ilU that jpassed, The 
vother'^iUaift W^' now no "whe^ ^to be ^eäf>. 
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Unknowing what he did, he pressed the un« 
conscious girl to his bosom, and recalled her 
Wandering senses by his caresses. Terrified— 
di^tracted — she opened her eyes, and, ohi 
think of her feelings! 

^ Twas ' Fred*rick's' seif that prest." 

Joy — ^surprise— -confusion — akemately pre^ 
^vailed ; while Caroline, who had been render- 
iwg every assistance, encouraged her to the 
utmost, änd taking her gently by the arm, 
with Frederick*s assistance, contrived to get 
ha-home. 

Mr. Howard, who happened to be sitting 
alone reading, no sooner saw the Situation of 
his beloved child, than almost wild with af- 
fright, he conjured Frederick to teil him what 
had happened!, He was then incourse obliged 
.to relate the particulars, which he had scarce 
done, before Mn Howard, airamazement 
at what he had heard, clasped his daughtar in 
hisa«ir)s; and while his teatS' bedewed her 
bösom, retumed thanks to that Almtghty 
Being, who had made Frederick the. instni- 
meiit pf his will to effect hei; r^iscue. To 
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Frederick he gave bis band, büt said notbing; 
for bis beart was too füll : — ^bis feelirigs bow- 
ever, spoke more toucbingly tban words could 
have done: — ^his iooks also^ were sometbing. 
Edward^ too^ said all he could on the occasion, 
and vowed eternal friendship to the deliverer 
of bis sister. ' Wbile, even Mr. ElsJale could 
notbutapplaiadFrederick^svalor, and gave bim 
his band to testify bis admiration of bis con- 
duct^ wbich he rarely did to any one. Indeed 
his behaviour to bim of late, had excited con- 
siderable surprise amongst bis friends^ as he 
would frequently look steadfastly at bim for 
some minutes togetber, appareutly lost iti 
thought; then fold bis arms, and hastily leave 
the room, seemingly much affected. How 
to account for tbis, "no one knew* But witb 
r-espect to the afiair just now mentioned, it 
was no sooner known throughout tbe village, 
than every one was ready to stand üp for their 
dear, good young lady to tbe last ; and, actu- 
ally, tbe day after it bappened/ tbe honest 
creatures dispersed difFerent ways to scour 
the countr-% in search of the villains who 
had attempted to carry her ofF. In vain, 

VOL. I. ö 



99 ViftTüfi AND ViCB. 

however^ were their c^orts; wd on tlie seft^Cmd 
day mostof them reiturned fram their unsuo« 
cessful pur^t. Thus no light whatever had 
been thrown on ihß diöcovery of the prictcipals 
9!* this vile Qutrage» thougK suspiciaa feil 
vpon Lovegate. 

; The ümc wßs now ^proaching, whcn Ed- 
ipaid wa& to bid adieu to all tliat lie held most 
dear, Not cmly to hb fatherand sister, hut 
tp those peaceful scenes which had smikd 
upon hi& youth? and amongst which^ he had 
^nt; so mahy happy yeara* 

Aß his mind was jsusceptible in. the extreme, 
cjvery object. around. Mm reminded bim o£ 
the temporary sacrifice he wasgoii^ tomake- 

^' Yes," Said he, addresslng hiinsdif t» 
th'em^ ^ I muat now leave the havcn of peace;» 
tQ crabark upon the stonay ocean of lifc. 
The duty that I owe mysctf— my couiitr}^— 1. 
and my king, requirea it of me. It shall bc 
done." 

With tb^se words he stole a lingcring lobt 
at the venerable oak, under whose brandbefi 
be had so pften reclined, when oppressed by 
the noon tide^s sun of an autumiiai day; or. 



in his boyish time, whea tired natore sought 
repose. The shrubs too ÜiaA he had phiited 
with his own hand; with a thousand other 
objects which were dear to him ; all con^ired 
to render him sad^ and seemed to reproach 
kirn fbr deserting tbem» But then^ the re- 
animatingideaof attaii||)^hottoi« well itierited^ 
assisted by the plea&ing hope that he shoiüd 
<me day retum, fired his emulous «oul^ and 
in part, banished the gentler feelings of hi» 
natura. His name had älread^ been gazetted^ 
and he now received Orders to join his re^- 
ment at Portsmouth. Mr. Elsdale signified* 
his intention to accompany him thither, whcre 
he Said, he hoped to introduce him to hia 
friend General Holcroft, ivho was to have 
the Chief command of the cxpedition fitting 
out thercv 

The moming which was to witness his de- 
parture at kngth camc; and as the most 
trifling circumstance when the spirits are 
depi^ssed, w3i afiect us, he will not, surely 
be deemed effeminate, if, when he observed 
it to rain, he feit grateful that even the wea- 
täa&: seemed to sympathtse with his fedingsT 
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He had not, however, much time allowed him 
to indulge them : for Mr. Elßdale seeing how 
greatly his father änd sister as well as he 
himself were affected, hurried him away. • 
• But as fate would have it, at the further 
end of the village, another distressing 
acene tbok pkce; for there they found the 
greater part of the cottagers assembled, to 
testify their afFection for Edward, by shaking 
händs with him befpre he went, and ofFering 
up . their prayers for his . safe return. . This 
Qver, Edward faintly thapjked them for thi? 
last mark of their friendship, ,and waving his 
hand to them, galloped ofF to overta.ke Mr. 
Elsdale, who, when he h^d done so, declared 
that he had been pbliged to ride forward to 
conceal hisvcxationatwh^t hadpassed. Ed- 
ward, however, knew that it was his sensibility 
which would not sufFer him to stay. 

The season of the year was now Coming 
on when those \xx fashionable life begin to 
flock to town to pass there thedreary months 
of winter. Lord- Gainsford's family signified- 
their Intention to go shortly; and Frederick 
was obliged to go also, tg resume his studies 
in the Temole. 
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Sihce the evefting he had been fortunate 
enough to resciie Mary from the villains, he 
had conquered a certain portion of histimiditj', 
in his behaviour to her; and venturcd, one af- 
ternoon as he met her in her walks, to teil her 
his tender tale. As he was sincerely attached, 
he had it not in his power to say those num- 
berlessfine things,that onlyprove indifFerence, 
and which must disgust every delicate mihd. 
But, whatever. he said, was certainly not 
displeasing to Mary^ who agitated^ refetred 
him to her father; declaring she could never 
listen to any discoiirse of that nature nnless 
$anctioned by him. This prudent conduct ex- 
«ited the admiration and respect of her lover; 
as well as increased his passion^ and in his 
transports, he .could not avoid.tdting her so; 

** But," timidly ; ^Mf I a^ fortunate enough» 
to gain tha apptobation of your father, may 
I hope '" 

" Why, I don^t think you need despair;"" 
interrupted our fair heroine, recovering her- 
seif; " but at present, I'll make nopromise» 
so don't endeavüur to extort one from me." 
Frederick thanked her with his eyes, * and/ 
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after a great deal more conversation of the 
the 3ame kind^ whlch coiHd be interesting 
only to themselv^s^ he left her to seek her 
father^ whom he infarmed of what had passed 
betweai bis daughtet and him^elf . Mr. Ho- 
ward affectionately took him by the hand^ and 
t<^ bim that he stioidd vnih pleasure enoou- 
rage bka in bi3 addresses to bis girL 

*^ I kfiQw c^ no Qw/' Said he, " but 
yourself wbo is deserving of h^. She i$ no 
little trea^ure^ I promise you, in her mind ; to 
tay notbing of her persofi " 

Lord Qaiosford was the ne:^t person {n-^ 
£^rmed of the attachment that subsi^ed 
l^we^ the young pecpie, and who made a 
point of aeeing Mr, Howard the first oppor-t 
tonity to converse with him respecting Fre- 
derick^s Situation, &c; &c. He then related 
his httie history in words nearly as follovvs: 

*^ Aböut twenty years ago," said he, '* a» 
I was one day hunting some few miles hence, 
to eut the shortest way, I attempted to brenk 
through a small copse; but to my Surpfise, 
when in the act of so doing,, the eries of a 
cbild^ ap|^r<5ritly not far from me, attraetQd 
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«ay attention. I instantly stopped my coursc, 

and hastened to tbe spot, whence they 

seemed to issue: when, think of my amazc*- 

ment, oti beholding a lovely little iiifant, 

upparetitly not more than three or four years 

old^ wrapped up in a tattered cluak^ and lying 

tu a bed of thoms> from which it was vainly 

endeaTOurin^to extricate itdelf. The moment 

the poor child saw m% it extended itB armd ai 

a iö H]i|dore my adsistance i Who could have 

heen in my Situation and not acted as I did ? 

I snatehed the Httie innocent to my bosom^ 

aiwt had it tetkeri ta my present rcsidencej^ 

where Lady Gainaford and myself busted 

oufiselves in examining firat ita dress^ and 

remarked that its Knen by no means corres- 

ponded with its tattered cloak. Indeed from 

the appearance of the child altogether, w6 

wereconvinced that it belonged to respectablfe 

parents at least^ Thinking that public ädver- 

tisettlents Would be the most likely chännet 

to inform them öf their child being föund, 

we put them into every paper — ^but, to no 

ptirpose; they were never answered. W^ 

had tlieu bat one alternative left i we must 

Jl4 
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either have turned the child adrift, or kept i-t ^ 
ourselves. As we had then nö child of öur 
ow n, (for Caroline was not born until near 
three years after;) we preferred the latter • 
From that time we have considered hinfi aa 
our own. ^ At a proper age he was senftQ 
Westminster school, where he , received: art 
excellent educationj and through life to the 
present period, his conduct has been unex- 
ceptionable. Within these few years, he ha§ 
been studyiTig.in*the,Temple, and from the 
progress he has already made;, I make no dpubt^ 
but in time^ he will rise high in his profession« 
But a$ for his parents, I am fearful^ there is 
bat little chanee of his ever discovering them." 
Mr. Howard thanked his Lordship for th^ 
Information he had given him, and repeated 
to him what he had s^id to Frederick. He, 

r 1 

lit the same time, expressed the utmost as-, 
tonishment at the recital, and when he saw 
Frederick again, (that being the name, wheri 
a child, he seemed to answer to betten 
than to any otherj he bcgged that next to 
Lord Gainsford, he would lock up to him a^ 
bis secbnd fathen 
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•' Your history my dear boy/ saicl the 
good man ; *^ while it amazes^ endears you to 
me more than ^ver; and from this moment^' 
I shall con«ider you as the brolhcr öf my poor 
Edward." Thus aftording my read^rs an' 
opportun! ty to reflect, that, did men ih gehe- 
ral, act upon the noble principlcs 6f Mr: 
Howard, they would no longer have to learn 
from a fictitious ehaf acter, the dtities of ^' 
real ^one, 

The important object of Mr. H*s consent 
being obtained, Frederick was received.by 
Mary as her acknowledged suiter, which gave 
the greatest satisfaction on all sides, particu- 
larly to the old cottagers, who said, they knew 
all along, they were born for each other. And 
asfor Mr. Howard, it gavchim such hcartfelt 
pleasure, that it reliev^ed bis mind gröatly fiom 
dwellingupun the aböÄftce of his beloved Ed- 
ward. ' 

.As the irionth of December had now set 
in, preparations were. making at Hatton 
Grove, for the departure of the Gainsford 
family to their Town house. Frederick in-^ 
teaded to set ofF a few days before them; — 
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however he left not th€f village until he had 
obtained a half promise from our heroine, 
that, if he suoceeded in his profession, (and 
on no other terms would he ever wish her to 
be his,) she would one day or otlier, give hiirf 
her hand. We wiH now accompany liim on 
his way to Town» The distance to which, 
from the village, he khew, was considerablej 
90 that it would be in vain for him to attempt 
to perfonn the joumey in one day. Accord- 
ingly he intended to realrh the half way house 
ofijy the first night; bufe iö that he was 
disappointed ; for he had unfortunately mis^ 
taken the roadi^^^and at the close of his fifst 
4ay*s journey, found that he was verging upoa 
the borders of an extensive forest. Now don' t 
be aJarmed reader! I am not going to foUow 
the^xample of many jauthors, who, if they 
fail to pkase, must teßofy you: — ^but sinftply 
to State, that after Frederick had ridden, as 
be conjeetured, some few mües, he observed 
at a little distance, oathe right of the road^ 
9 light glimmer through a casement Fiat- 
t^ring himself that it might be a half way 
houae,. acrojss the. forest, which he knew. 



^ifttüE ÄNö nct. ^ 

ff€jquently the case in lone places like the 
present; he instantly rode up, and rapped 
with his stick against the door. The lighi 
iftstantly disappeared 't and for a time^ all vvas 
still. Once or twice indeed, he thought he 
heard a rustling noise witbin> as if some one 
tvas endeavouririg to steal away unheard^ 
While he was debaliirg with himself whcther 
fae should proceed on his joumey or not, (fof 
he liked not the appcarances of things,) foot- - 
Steps suddenlyapproached, and the door was 
almost immediately after opened. 

A man then appeared, who having eyed 
Frederick attentively, desired to know hi& 
business there. 

" Why in truth my fi-iend,** answered 
Frederick, who thought he had nothing to 
apprehend from the looks of the man ; *^ my 
feusinessr is simply to request a night*s lodging. 
1 have unfortunately lost my way in this 
gloomy forest^ and unless you grant my re- 
quest, I shall be under the not very pleasant^ 
«ecessity of rämbfing about it all night." — 
" Well, well, m.aster; we*ll see what we.am 
do for 3^011. Biit, to teil you the truth, I was v 
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fearful you was one of the« — hush ! coine in l 
I thoiight I heard a whistle!" Frederick had 
just got bis foot over the threshold, when he:, 
feit himself tapped hastily üpon the Shoulders 
rather stärtled he turned to look who it.was 
that had taken such an unwarrantable Irberty 
with hiiT), and was not a little pleasedto find it 
was bis groom ; a man whom Lord Gainsfor^ 
had bired expressly for bim ; and who now in 
a whisper, begged bis master not to go in. * 

Whether it were owing to the secbided 
Situation of the bouse^ or to honest William*8 
having read lately old scraps of roinances in 
which a lone bouse by the road side, was made 
the rendezvous of murderers, I cannot pre- 
tend to say; but.certain it is, bedidallbe 
could'to prcvail upon Frederick to continue 
their joiirney. 

" I don't know Tm a very great Qoward 
either sir," said he in a low whisperj, ^^ buti 
don't half like that rustling, itbodeanQgood 
sir; you may dopend on't." ^ 

Frederick, to encourage bim, foited a 

• smile, tbougb to confess the truth, hisser- 

vaul's reinark was not janbecded by bim;-— 
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however h^ had gone now too far tö recede, 
and, therefore, having tdld Williain to take 
care of the hofscs, he put on the best face he 
could, wellknowing, that he was not the only 
one who relied upon his confidence to carry 
him throughdifficulties ; and instantly followed 
the man, who did not seera to like their whis- 
perings,. into the house. Here, every thing 
evinced the poverty of the owner. The room 
into which he was ' conducted^ -was wretched 
in the extreme ; the furniture consisted only of 
three broken chairs, and a large old fashioned 
table, which had ^en its best days. Still, 
Frederick saw nothing to increase his sus- 
picions. Indeed, as he was a disciple of 
Lavater's, he imagined that he could teil 
pretty accurately the disposition, bent of 
mind, &c. &c* by thelineamentsof thecoun- 
tenance; and in his host's, he saw nothing 
to excite alarm. He was hovvever, at a loss 
to know whether he was at an inn, or at a 
rustic's cottage, until the man inquired if he 
should not get him,something to eat. 
: " Please your * honor," cried he, stroking 
his'head, *^ IVe got some nice new laid eggs. 
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in Üie house, and a ftitch of rare baccri'. 
Lord, sir,. it would do yoti good only to look. 
af it ! Do let me '■ — ^HereFrederfck interrupted 
bis loquacious landlord, and desired that some 
of his ftice eggs, and rare bacon, Ä^ight be 
brought as soon as pössible^ His kndlord 
simpcring, retired. When he refeupiled with 
the supper which he had so eloqueirtly redom- 
mended to our traveller , Frederick (resolved, 
if possibie, to leam the reason ei the ru^tUng 
noise l^ hod heard wheii on the outside of this 
miserable place,) inquircd, äs if by accident,. 
whether he had any other traveliiers at his 
house. While he made this inquiry, he 
watched attentivefy bis host's countdnance, 
which, . betrayed not the least cönfusion,. 
whik lie answered, *^ that there were twa 
others, who like himself, had lost theiir 
way." Frederiek asked no na^ore questionsj 
Indfeed: there was such aa ingenuousness ij* 
the eonntenance, as well as in the manneit 
of the man, that he feit ashamed that he 
had suspected him. Ho^^jever, as he was in- 
formed that his chamber was next to^ thatirr 
which the two travellersr slept,. fiethoughbiC 
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teisi fo bc prepared for the tvorst. Accord- 
ingly, baying fmished his supper, (which was 
not dressed in the most inviting inanner^) a» 
he withdrew to his Chamber^ he told his ser- 
vant to be iipont his gusatdy in case o£ hi9 
suspicions being reaäized. William bowed 
respectfuUy ; shook his head ; and with a shrüg, 
retired« Frederict being shown to his Cham- 
ber by his landlord, who was^ in fact, cook, 
vaiter^ ostler, and now in the capacity of af 
chamberiain; bade him a good night, and 
&stened hils Chamber doör. Having done so^ 
he surveyed the room he was in, which hb 
thought, if possible, seemed more wretched 
than the one below. The fiirniture wns 
much in the sarne State* But being rather 
fatigued, he threw himself on the tattered 
bed, without taking his clothes off^ glad that 
he had one to repose on. It was now, he 
supposed, about eleven* The night was Ka- 
tber stormy. The wind blew, and the rain 
pattered against the caseraent. Raminating 
on his Situation, between sleep and awake, he 
thought he heafd, at inte^als in the hiunnurs 
o£ the mnAy a low, hoaröe voice^ wKich 
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s^emed to issue from the clianiber In \yhich her 
had beeil told, the two travellers slept/ Cu- 
riosity, or perhaps a more powerful motive, 
prompted him to listen. He sprang from the 
bed, seized his travelling pistols, and reclined 
his ear against the partition that divided his» 
Chamber from tlieirs. ' For a moment the 
voiceceased; when it again assailedhis ear. 
He was convinced it was the same that he had 
first heard; but the man whoever he wasy 
^poke so exceedingly low, that he could not 
imderstand a svllable he said. At last he 
made out 

" Damn it Jack, we had no bettcr liick 
there than we had some years ago. That 
damned striplingi" Here the voice died away : 
when, shortly^ter; " iWhat the deyil shall 
wedo?" 

*^ Pish Dickr answered another vqice; 
" you're always so cursed puny hearted. Bad 
luck one time, good another j that's my w3.y 
of thinking. I say, niy old boy, what think 
you! could his honor" — Frederick could hear 
no more ; and, ind/Bed> in what he did hear, 
he derived but Uttle sati^factipn: — though he? 
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heard enough tb convince him that the two 
strangers were tiot the most refined men' in 
the World. In faet he determined to be upon 
his guard duriftg the remainder of the night, 
lest they should honor him with their un- 
wished for Company. Earlyjn the morning, 
however, wom out hy fatigüe, Morpheus 
closed his eyes, and he sunk into a disturbed 
sleep« 

As, in such a State, the imagination is fr^ 
quently very busy, it cannot be wondered'at, 
if' his were so ön this occasiöm In truth, it 
led him to suppose, (as was natural enough 
from Ihe bent of his mind previous to ,hia 
fedling asleep;) that the two men whom he 
had h^d ionversiHg together, khewmoreof 
him than iic idiagiiied. . That they \Vere tha 
same who had endeavoured to carry his Mary 
off; and that, at a future time, one of them 
would disdose to him the s^cret of his birth^ 
Here his agitation became so great, that he 
awoke, and regrettcd, that it was but a dream^ 

The sun had novv peeped through his case-i 
nient, and \varmed tho Chamber. Perceiving 
it was late, he instantly got up, and QU Castings 
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his eyes around, foand, ta bis sati^ctiOQ^; 
every thing the aame as on tht^ preoedingi 
night. His pistc^s laid where he. had pui 
them; as did his hat aind c^ne. 'Oh his 6ti 
scending imto the room betcm^ Vit found th|i 
landlord ready prepared with bis breakfastK 
whidti consisted of a bason of miBc warm fronai 
tiüe cow» with a loof of bro\^ bread. I^ 
smiied as he partook of it^ and inquir€d.a£tec 
the two strangers $ who he ww infom^^ 
had set ofF at day break. He theü haviz^ 
finished his breakfast, ordered his servanf ta 
gbt ^'l^ixrses ready; paid hisfare; and tc^ 
iuxned his joumey to To\vn ; where h^ ttfc 
tength, arrivedsafe;^ congratulatedevery amcai 
l^y honest William, pn his miraeolobses^^ape^ 
13 he caHed it> f^<m th^ k^^i^hai;^^ 
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CHAPTER V. 



IriAVING thiis accompanied the jcrrmg 
gentlernan- to Town, and informed my rea- 
ders of his ßafe arrival, I shall request them 
now to transfer their attention from Km, for 
a Short time, to our other young friend, 
Edward; who, with Mr. Elsdale, rcached 
iPortsmouth, the second e\'ening after they 
commenced their journey from the village. 
Mr. Elsdale took the first opportunity to in- 
troduee h^m to his friend Gfeneral Holcroft, 
who was pleased to receive him in the most 
flatt^ring naaiiner, arid who promised him his 
interest. He told him that the rcgiment he 
now belonged to, wa^ to form part of the 
expedition whieh was fitting out, and which 
wa9 expected to sail in the course q{ a week.. 
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During this time, he had an opportunity to 
See a little of the nature of a military life. 
His duty as an officer he soon acquired, hav'mg 
previoLisly studied the theoretical part of it. 
As he viewed the preparations which were 
making, he panted eagerly for a,n opportunity 
to signalize himself in the field of glory. 
Young, and ardfent, he spumed the thought 
of danger, (if indeed it ever intruded:) and 
in his sanguine imagination, had alreädy reaped 
therewj^rds of his merit andvalor. He for- 
got the Observation of his father, that merit 
is subject to envy, which. ever seeks to injure 
the worth it cannot imitate* But, perhap% 
at his age, it was pardonable* He stiB, how- 
everj often heaved a sigh as he thought of 
his fathcr and Mary, and his aimost nativ^ 
village, ' - . 

He SQoni became acquainted with the ofE- 
cers. of his regiment, who admired his spirit, 
and gave him every instruction that his inex- 
perience might require; for as yet he had 
done nothing to excite their envy. Mr^ 
Elsdale continued with him untii the troops. 
embarked; he then took his hand aSwtion- 



ViRTUJS AND VICK. 6§ 

Ätely, and muttered his blessing. Edward töo 
was much more affected Üian he wished to 
appear; he attempted to thank him for his 
friendship, but his emotions choköi his ut- 
terance. He at last, suriimoned up sufficient 
fortitude to request him to take a letter. to his 
dear father. Mr. Elsdale promised him that 
he would with much pleasure. While he Said 
this, he took the letter and was depositing it 
kl bis pocket book^ when a tear feil upon it. 

*^ Bless me/* said he hastily; " how the 
keen air afFects one's eyes." 

. Eager to form any excuse for the appear- 
ance of outward grief, which, he thought, 
bordered on hypocrisy. He then tore him* 
seif away ; while Edward joined bis Regiment, 
and in the bastle of the sceue sought to stifle 
hisfeelings. 

The expedition consisted of ten thousand 
men ; so that if we suppose each man em- 
barked in it had only three relations or friends 
to lament his absence, there would still be 
thirty thousand aching hearts left behindü! 

Mr. Elsdale anxious for Mr. Howard to 
receive his son's letter, set off. immediately 
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After lie parted with Edward, on his^ return tö 
the village. On his arrival, he found him 
Auch more composed thai^ he expected^ and 
now^ he ünaginctd, that he stood in need of 
his friendship^ his manner was much kinder 
tiian usu^. . He se^ned in high spirits, and 
told Mr. Howard he had spoken to General 
Holcroft in his son's behalf^ whö had pro* 
mised to do all he coald for him« 

^ Indeed/* eontinued he; " he waspleased 
with him at first Sjght; but that, you know^ 
every one must be^ his manners will make 
irim friends go where he will. I staid with 
Inm until tbe troops began to embark, and 
a glonoas sight it was. By the glee with 
which they ^ent off^ it was easy to see how 
ardendy they bnged tochastise the enemies 
of their kirig and country. But I'd forgot^ 
here's a letter from Edward : — ^while you are 
reading it TIl go in search of .Mary.** 

^^ You had better stsy and hear it read my 
ifriend!'* exclaimed. Mr. H. " you'Älikeitl 
tiiink I may say/' sighing deeply. 

" Pöhaw!'^ returnedMr.Elsdale; " Itell 
;]^u 1*11 go in searcb of Mary/* evidently 
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^afibtsted^ though sbiidog not to appear so. He 
did not tfust himself to say any more, but ran 
out of the hoase. Mr.. Howard ihen hastily 
opened the letter^ kissed bis boy's band wri* 
tmg, and when bis tears. did not biet the 
letter$, thus read: 

MY pEAI^EST FATHBR/ 

As I have now a few leisure momeAt^ 
I eagerly embrace tfaem to inform the best o^ 
parents, of what I know, will give him the 
most heartfelt satis&ction^ the health of bis 
«on; and happiness too I might have added^ at 
least, as mnch as hecould expect to feel, wheA 
absent from bis dear fatber and sister. 

In fact, the various duties which I have now 
to perfi>rm3 so completely occupj my mind, 
tiiat fpFtunately fbr me^ t have not time to 
kKiulge in any gloomy reflections; or other^ 
wise^ I am fearful^ I shonld degrade my new 
eharsK^ter; for^ as youobserved to me, a soldi^ 
shonld be prepared to . resjgn ev^ry domestic 
coinforL However, as nature will occasionsdly 
ha^cse its: o(»irse, I sometimos detectmy heart 
in waodeirmg U> that peac^al yiUage^ wherej 
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under theauspices of the tenderest of Fathefs^ 
I passed so many happy years. Those are 
now irrevocably fled ; thöugh in my memory 
they still, and I trust, ever ivill, live. The 
World is before me ; my trial therefore begins. 
How I shall perform my part^ time alone will 
prove. But this, I hope I may say, whatever 
may be the result, my affectiori and gratitude 
to you will cease only with my life. I have 
tiot time for, more. .Pray remember me to 
my sweet sister. 

Your. obecUent son, 

. Edward How ABO. 

Portsmouth, 
Tuesday, Nov. 9, 1804. 

t 

During the tirne that Mr. Howard was 
reading this letter, his emotions were great; 
he was obliged frequently to lay it down that 
he might indulge his grief ; änd as often took 
it up again to trace the well known hand of his 
beloved Edward. His bursting heart was füll. 
He raised his hands in silence to heaven, and 
breathed a prayer that his son might be spared 
to bless him in his ktter days. His prayer 
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wad scarcely hesrd otx high, U^hen Mr. Eis- 
dale retiimed with Mary. It was gratefui to^ 
the father's feelings:— rhe dsusptd the latter 
to his bosom, and with tears of grafitude 
thanked God tfaat heliad ^11 half iiis treasure 
Icft, He then gave her her brother's letter, 
while Mr. Elsdale, seeing him greatly affected, 
Said, *' Come, com^ fri*nd Howard, be moro 
calm; remember it was the boy's own w^ish, ' 
and who knows^but he inay retum a general! 

r 

Besides, you and I are old enough now to 
know that it matters little in what part of the 
globe we are, or to what dangers we may be 
exposed, while the same power rules the uni- 
verse. Under his protection, we are equally 
as safe in the field of battle as in our own 
Chambers. Again^ look around you my friend, 
and then teil me whether you have reason to 
complain more than others! Think of the 
heart rending trials that I have undergone! 
I had, you know^ once, a wife, and a child^ 
dearer to me than my life!'* much afFected 
and struggling with hü feelings; ^^ both of 
whom I lostl and yet, you see, here I am 
still." 

XOU I. B 
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.Mr.. Howard «ghed decply;— took b«j 
fi:iend*s hand;-n^pressed^ it;— looked bis gra- 
tiJtude ;— rbut shook bis bead niouiiaftilly. Mi ! 
tbougbt he, bow little is Um. man's cbaracter 
known to the wqrld) Peevish^ and unaccouat-^ 
a]>ley as be may sometimes seem^ be bas a 
heart tetuler and compassionate. His manner 
nayi to the bappy, be' rougb; but to tbe 
rpiserable, it breatbes tbe balm of ^xmsdation. 
Mary, baving; finished readihg her brötber 9 
letter, Tcturnedit' to ber fetber witb a sigh> 
which shß :trted in vairi tasuppress. Aft^ 
^itting down to a cheerless • supper, tbey re* 
tired foi? thenight, ' • 



:'. ' .'^ 
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CHAPTER VL 



1 H E next moming, at breakfast, Mary; 
wishing to dissipate her fkther's evident un- 
easiness, endeavoured to excite his attention 
by introducing various topics of discourse; 
all of which, however, failed in producing 
the wished for efFect, until, as her last resoiirce, 
die mentioned that it was the intention of 
Lord Cainsford*« family to set off for Towii 
in the course of two or three days. 

Perceiving that her father seemed a little 
interested when he heard his Lordship's name 
mentioned, she thus went oni ^* If* hesi- 
tating, " I thought my dear father would not 
be offended, I would mention a proposal 
which Caroline has frequently made me, ihid 

b2 
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which is sanctioned by the approbation of her 
parents." 

ßeceiving a smile from Mr. Howard, she 
continued, ^^ It is this then : — ^they wish me 
to accompany them to Town, to spend the 
winter tbere. Now don't Interrupt me my 
dear father/* finding he was going to speak, 
and that he looked much surprised ; *• I have 
often been solicited to mention this to you 
before, but, in the first place, I did not thinl; 
it would meet with your approbation, and to 
confess the truth, I thought you would be 
lost without me." 

" Indeed you thought very rightmy love! 
I certainly should be lost without you. At the 
same time, I am greatly obliged to my Lord 
Gainsford*s family, for their kind invitation 
to my girl." 

" There.now,** muttered Mr. Elsdale, who 
happened to be present ; ^* this is alway s your 
way; — profess an Obligation to a man, and 
yet refuse to sufFer him to merit it, I teil you 
what Mr. Howard! this conduct is unworthy 
of you. We should never think of ourselves, if, 
by so doing, we mar the happiness of others«"* 
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" Mr. Elsdale," iriterrupted Mr. H. some- 
What ofFeiided; " this from you.** 

" Ay," resumed the other; "now quarre! 
with your friend for having reminded you of 
» disagreeable duty. This is repaying hi« 
frien,dship with a wi tness. However, ^i t is not 
-the first time I've been served so, though I 
:tru^t it will be the last.** 
' *^> Mr. Elsdale,** exclaimed Mr. H. smiling 
:athis<xld manner; " Iprayyoupardonme! 
Indeed yo« wrong me, if you suppose I meant 
•to ofFend,you. Neither am I in the least 
ofFehded with you. J am only hurt you 
:should think so.** 

Mn.E.-p-" Well, well, then! say no more 
about it. I don't suppose you are. ßut let 
ime see! whät was I going to say? Oh! why 
I was thinking that during the time my little 
girl bereis with her friend in Town, you 
nught as well be with me atmy Town resi- 
dence. You will find Harriet, my niece, a 
second Mary to you. She*s a sweet girl, 
tlioügh Isay it myself, and I have reason to 
suppose, is not a little partiafto her uncle.'* 

Mr. Howard listened to him with compo- 

: *•" -BS 
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;;ure; he saw plainly 4hat bis frieild approved 
of bis daugbter going to Towii^ and Ümt hc 
6eemed to think it would be for her adv äntage» 
If tbat were the case, it would be wrong in 
him to sufier aoy selfisb motive to keep her a£ 
hiHBe. — ^' She will see the world,**, saidhe to 
himself ; " and perhaps it may make her morte 
fit to be the wlfe of Erederick. It jiriH, at 
lea&t, teach her, the manners and custom» 
that, at a future tim^, it niay be reqUißife she 
shouldknow. But, as forme "' * : / 

'^ Mr. Elsdale,** exclaimed he,, as if re- 
suming his discourse; " pardim my iiiattei>* 
tion ! but I have been thinking :öf what you 
have just noW kindly propiosed. With röspect 
to myself, it is almost needless toi declare that 
no persuasion whatever, no, not.eveA your*8^** 
ßmiling, " shall ever prevail upori me'toleave 
:my little cottage. It is become so.dear to 
me, perhaps, ohe reason may bö, from faajing 
lived in it so long, emd agaih, it» retired sitiv 
Wion is so congenial to. my wijh^s,. thaboU tlie 
World combined shouldnot tempt-mettoJeavie 
it. JBut, as for my daugbter^ why — ^I must 
.take more time to consider of it. I?ll see my 
•d, and talk with him about it," 
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^* Ay, ay, now you speak like yourself;'* 
retunied Mr. Elsdale, giving him his hand; 
^ I thought you eould not mean what you 
Said. My life on't, you 11 have no cause 
to repent." 

During her father's speech, Mary feit a 
variety of emotions; infact, her very wishes 
were such as colikl not all be gratified. For, 
in the first place, she wished to be witli her 
.i^ther, tliat she might, a& much as possiblc;, 
make up by her redoubled ffttentions, for the 
absence of Edward. Again, she would have 
Kked extremely to spend a few months with 
her young friend in Town; and perhaps, 
pefhaps. I say, the thought of being near 
Frederick, influenced that desire not a little. 
Lastly, for I am above deeeit, perhaps, she 
wished to see Town itself! — And was.it un- 
natural, I ask, that one secluded in a village 
should form such a wish } Curiority, it is said, 
the ladies are famed for, and, surely, they will 
not blame a propensity in her so prevalent in 
theirsex. Fearful, however, tliat her father 
would feel ]the absence of her brother raore 
if she accepted of her friend's invitation, ^he 
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had mentioned it only to divert his attenßoi^ 
and now assured htm that she shoiild be happy 
either way. Mr. Elsdale instantly lookcd 
surly; took a piiich of snuiF; and muttering 
his favorite expression "Pishaw!*' left the room* 

Mr. Howard soon met withan opportunity 
to speak to Lord Gainsford on the subject^ 
and received the möst pressing entreaty from 
him and the two ladies, to permit her. — " I 
.trust," «aid they, '^ you cannot refuse bur 
solicitations! You will not scruple to trust 
her with us surely T 

" Why/' returned he; " I assure you, 
without flattery, I don't think that any one 
eise could prevail upon me to part with her. 
However, I am sure, you will make every 
allow'ance for the parüality of a fond father, 
which will scarce sufFer him to trust hj«.gir} 
öut of his sight. Besides/' sighing, " I have 
but just lost my other child, and if I lose her 
too, I shall feel like a cripple deprived of both 
his props at once. But, as you seem to wish 
it, I believe I must endeavoui* to do as well 
as I can without her. She shall go, a jade, if 
»he will." 
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. He then t»ok his leave, after be^zaknöst 

overpowered vvith their acknowlec^^0€fnt$» . 

Caroline, anxioüs to congratulate her dear 

«. Mary on the event, accompanied Mr. Howard 

to ttheciöttage, whßre ßhe informed her of all 

.thsthäd pafisedat Hatten Grove; at the same 

:tifne assiHing her fapw happy she feit on the 

.CQcä^ixnj Mary expnessed her astonishment 

tfaat. her Etiler had consented to part with 

.'her, and htold. her friend that though slic 

coüldn^t bat feeLpleased, her pleasiire was 

"mvtWdämf^A it the tdea of leaving hiin akm«. 

f ThiasheHnp^Dted^o. him also, but he begged 

:tJiQrcnot to te^unea^y on that head, as he said 

/I)K|h:'j£lisdfade;i)2ui promise^ to stay with hhn 

iMtiLthieif^ öf ^rting with her \vas over. 

He^smüM. whäe.heicontinued, ^^ • T must not 

if^öifeHtyöa jto^fu^pbsc tlmtyou^ absence >vill 

'giY&iriie^BaiyfteriQus üneasiness. I make rio 

j «kitihi I'JsttiitUdiQKui fld vary well :— besides, tHe 

.^I^asurfe^thlSL I ähall auticipate of seeing ydu 

''3ga>ä itl the «prihg^ will greatly mitigate the 

' ^Wl/shqiA:>dtherwise feel at !p?itüng with 

*y(ki>howI!f wo'jyi . 

d Shesklissed his hmd; and tdd him that the 

E 5 
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pleasure of anticipatitig their nieetihg Idien 

would be inutual« i : . r:^^ 

It now being concludedthat shesHodlJ'go^ 

she was obliged to use the atmest dispatcU to 

get her things ready in time, os '^t> knew hdr 

iriends intended tocomm^ntetiieirjoLitne^ 

in two days at furthest> siSidsHe waaunwiUing^ 

to cause any delay, ti];ough thfey cMigmg]y 

offered to pdstpone it. On tfcüt imbmiög^ 

therefore which they ^had! pT&Acbaky fixed 

upon^ she seatbd' heräe|fiiii' t^^riixavelling: 

.t»>dch5 and M^th isftäny tears äa:iflä)g^!t(k>kJeave 

iof her fatber and>Mxi'£kda)eL YtÜo&Alm^td 

. ihe carriage^with tlieir eycsrtiinftfl cit Jwasioakt 

(«D^isi^tc They thenfretufnbdfto'ULebbttd|g^. 

.Bat ohi hoWidüFenaatidkJ ito fappfearltdiiMr^ 

: Howard ! I Nö , bfaiMdan • ^neniyiliiö /MyKb}nie)Us 

i iretnrn -with sraiksj : to infipireuOeiid^lyJiifter 

<^his heahh^ and/'täpeirfonn>äräiqruisaQdrnaTn^-. 

ibss^<3ffieesof afiectioa^ (Heriielilitiielclniitcdst 

•ikeenly^ >and tacning tdlMrl Mala)ayrJwJii}e^ 

• the^bigriteariiglisteibied ijiihisjfeyclä Ä ^PV^ 

i liüd be^' ^''d am : pöor^ iiideßd J > OflwprhylfiiBn^ t 

censure not my grief ! — ^you know fhe tieJ&at 

udiatuife hasi fbbmed beLhiceiL a{|>b0eal^aatfc bis- 
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children! — you alas^ know too what it is to 
^have that tie broken asunder ! To jiidge by my 
present feelings at a temporary parting only 
with mine, I am fearful that that trial would 
. be too great for me novv to bear ^-^for I am 
not what I was since I lost my ever lamented 
Sophia." Here he sighed ^de^ply. . Mr. EIs^ 
dale answered not a word. He knew it could 
avail little. He respected the feelings of dis- 
tress too much to attempt to check, them by 
^ny ill timed expostalation. (le judged it 
rather more wise to sufFer them to have thea* 
sway^ until time had bfunted their poignancy^ 
Then indeed, he thought, a ward or two fror» 
a friend might not be lost; it might heal the 
wound which time had only closed. Hß 
judged right. In the course of a few days, 
the first emotions of grief had subsided, ancj 
Mr. Howard became more tranquil. He 
then took the opportunity to reason with hin3k 
on the impropriety of indulging his feelings 
tpo much^ as he told him, it might en- 
danger his health^ and lay the foundation of 
iuture misery. " Besides," said \i^j^ *^ werft 

»6 
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your daughter to imagine that you grieved 
tbus at her temporary absence, it would im- 
bitter her every pleasure; and induce her to 
leave the society o( her friends, to aeclude 
herseif in a village, there to waste her duys, 
^^ unknowing and unknown»*' Is it not 
Gray who says^ 

'' Füll many a flow*r is bom to blash oDseen, 
^ And waste its sweetness od the desert airl*' 

^ Bot Tet not these Irnesi be applicable to 
Mary, particularly if you wrsh to see many 
a fashionable in Town convinced, of what^ 
perhaps, she may have bcen taught to doubt, 
that virtue and loveliness are not always 
apart.** 

Mr. Howard could not but smile frequently 
at the eccentricity of his friend's remarks, 
though, he thought, they were sometimes 
rather too severe; and the one he had just 
now made was liable to that imputation. 
Neither did he agree with him in his opinion 
always, and particularly now; for whatever 
advantages^ he imagiried, a commerce with 
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Ihe World might give to the manners, it was 
in retirenient chiefly that the afFections of 
the heart could be duly cultivated. The one 
also might lead to a more exalted Station, but 
the other afForded the truest happiness. 
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CHAFTER VIIC 



W HEN our fair Heroine hacJ somewhat 
rcGOvered her spirits, she began to anticipate 
the pleasure she hoped to derive from seeing^ 
the various novelties of the gay metropolis. 
In their way, she often detected her friends» 
in smiling at the eagerness she manifested to 
See the diflferent towns through which they 
passed ; indeed little escaped her Observation ; 
for she was resolved not to foUow the exam- 
ple of many of our modern travellers, who 
return from their tours just as well infonned, 
as if they had staid at home.. At the close 
of their seeond day's joumey, they passed' 
through tli?' turnpike at Hyde Park Corner,. 
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^nd our heroine was then Welcomed by her 

friends to Town. As it was only dusk, the 

lämps were not alMit; but the elegant houses 

on.the left, at .the entrance of Piccadilly^ 

wiere still disceriiible. ^lüheseishe greatly ad- 

mired fbrfheir lightnessatid unifbitmity. In 

&ct/'Sa«<stnicKtwas she with every thing she 

-«wir^ . that :she . almost fett regret when the 

JcaitRiage sto^ped in Fit>rtman Square. Hcä; 

i«»wr|nis6; Jio\vevcr,''was,ÄOt to cease here; for 

Lord Gainsford*^s house wasL not'oiniy jelegarlt 

jih .tliefr^xtrcme, but, in confarmity to ' the 

^whim' of ithib njomisnl:, fitted up so (ejctotly in^ 

the EgypIiaÄ style, ;that ehe coald not avoict 

>ia8ting^i'häc> ejieß'^fiaiifully round, dreaditig^ 

c^yot eKpeotiiaglto aee-inidifierent inches in the 

-npitftoieilts^EDtänzmes placediso as to heightetr 

thatgenoral afiect^^aq isnprpv^eaienty ahe ima- 

:gii»ed; Tei^myp^* .iblr , nnödkcn taste. / Beistg- 

-.tnucll(fatlgued jthey idön refeired to rest The 

i)0/e5;tfrirti9fcAii?gi;Ma^ irose rit !her accustonied 

I^UrviCurid; from- her chaiiä>ec windaws^ < took 

a>iJurMeys'oft^tfae Square. .The air was clear 

1 aEtdb frosty,, tKe iriost fäverähle-perfiaps of any 

* fither;tb s£e.T«6wn: tp/thb^. ^oo^imt ad¥antagi$<k 
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•whicli aided by the charms of novelty, corr- 

spired to render the: scene far superiör to her 

most sanguine expectations. As she stood 

gazing intently arouiod her, sbeinvoluritarily 

excläimed with a sij^h, .^ Haw little can the 

people wbo, live here> thiak o£ ihe miseries 

that aome, are ddomed to suffferr^or «urely 

they would sacrifice something to.their ancK 

bition to relieve many a breakHlig heartl I 

envy not their wealth, only asit- eiiables thetn 

todogood,.'* i i ' -v J . J 

Though it'was nöw, she imaginedyeight 

o*ctoek.^ not a servant could she hearstirring; 

and thus did she centiane to indulge the like 

reflßctions untiLten, Vh^x one of the >niaki& 

thought proper tö call. her. :B\xi when jshe 

found her already uq and dressed^-'^ashütje- 

ment was strongly depicted ih» her 'CoünW- 

nance. /* La, Ma?am, i begp8r4ioii,''^>cried 

.she; '^ but who shoold havel thought b(E! find- 

iing you upand dressed J^^Wh^i' MaTatrf, v/e 

x^all my I^ady an early riser, but she h nothing^ 

• to^yön 'MaLBxni-^I came to assJsÖ yoiö-to drees 

Mä^am, aiid— -— •'•--^f*^ I thank y otf my: good 

tgW," iiiiterrupted Mäty^ ff^ btt Ä have tso 
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occasion for your Services on that head. I 
always dress myself.'* — '^ A lady, and dress 
herselfr* cried Lucy ünknowing that she 
spoke, as she led the way into the breakfast 
parlour. And hcre it may be as well, to say 
a Word or two concerning this artless lass, 
Since the commencement of the present war, 
her brother having enlisted as a private soldier, 
she had determined to try her fortune also, 
by Coming up to London ; and as she brought 
with her an essential qualification in a servant, 
lionesty> she Vwas immediately recommendeA 
by Lady Grainsford*s housekeeper, who knew 
her from her infancy, to her Ladyship, who 
^as so well pleased with her artless manper^ 
that she hired her instantly, and with whom 
she was now become a great favorite. Hi - 
therto, however, she has had the philosophy 
to prevent her goöd fortune from overturning 
her reason. Having conducted our heroine 
into the breakfast parlour, she cürtsied, and 
withdrew. Caroline shortly after entered^ 
and in the most a^öctionate manner, ex^ 
pressed a hope that her dear Mary would not 
be disappointedjn the.expectation she had 
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form^d To( Town! While these two amiabfe 
gi^s were expre3smg their mutiial happinesg 
iii being together, a ^^yst^nder might have 
taken them for two of i the . GraceSj. closely 
bound by the ties pf friendsliip. 

As neither Lord nor X^dy .Gamsford had 

yet mi^le thcir appearance, they conversed 

together freely, but as I do not think it fair to 

.disclose their little secrets, I shall Substitute 

ft descriptiQU 0f their per5on3^ To confess 

the truth, they werte both extjremely lovely, 

but that I presume^ was conjectured^ as a 

matter of course, though the styJe of their 

^beauty difFered cpnßiderably. For Mary, was 

very £akir,with bluei^yea, mild and languishmg; 

Ivep countieöance soft, though : expressive. 

Caaroloie 011 the Gontrary, haddark, penetra- 

tihg, thot^h; by no means, bold eyes, with an 

air more sprightly than that of her friend. 

Sheliad ako ^u unde^K^ribßble Bomething-ebout 

her wliich the world would say denbted a su- 

perior stu.tion in life; though, perhaps, in 

Üiat reapect, the worid is often impösed upoa; 

for the manuers of the great äre no^v souni^ 

vc^sally imitated, that it requirea ao oominon 
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otxserver to dis^ifiguish a woiiian of &shicn 

from an Opqfs^ sipger. I am {»-^ented from 

,saying more pn that head by the entrance of 

Lord andLady Gainsford üA,o thebreakfast par- 

.laur : the laU^ ^ger to fkJG;)rd her young frieikl 

' €,y^ry {^fösijüre^ ord^ed the (^aniage.to be ready 

atttyvT)^ intendinig tp take her ii%to Bond Street. 

iTherC}^ ^s usiml at that time of the year, the 

string of carriagies reachi^d from ooe end to the 

'other^ andiix tüaifiy part^ two or threedeep. 

This to one, whp had never belbre 9een hiaif & 

Mpzefi toget^r^ was piore th^n surprisiBgi:— it 

vras wonderful ;*-^iid in vaii> did Mary a^ 

. t^mpt to axpress her astonishment ;-Tin fi^t 

.ß\ip cpi;I4 ficj^rcely belipvethe evidcnee of 

h€u-,6ensie$s» There wer e ptheu n&bjeetsy how- 

ever, that likewise attracted h^r pb^ervation; 

siK^ a^ tlie many well dressed beaux^ wfaose 

yapant looks and hagard countenances phivif 

indic^jted tfaeir.i^^iy of life, , Whw ii|form<2d 

tliat thegire^$|bpartiQ^the^vverei)oblemen, 

.$he could iK>t 5^void exdaiming^ ^? And^is it 

possiblet that>men tp whonü the »ation looks 

x^p for 'a gpod exan^le car thiis waste their 

tiine, wbert..thfjy have so many important 
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duties to fulfil ? Nö wonder that they say thfe 
age degenerates, whenthechief erriployment 
of a man of rank coneists in ätrolling from 
one Street to another."^-^*^ No my love/' said 
Lady Gainefopd, ßmiKng at her Observation; 
" you must not Inchide the whole! We havfe 
still many left'who employ their time in the 
«ervice of their country. And so I trust, will 
many of the young men who nöw line the 
.ßtreets, when experience shall haive convinced 
«tb^n of the misery of an idle life.** 

As the^arriage passed through St. James's 

-Street, Mary made some slight remarks on the 

military * beflux ; but I reff ain to mention 

them, lest they shoüld endeavouf tö convince 

-methatalf tkeit^tjualifieatiöns'are notconcen« 

trated in a refd ccteit. 

Bfefore Lady Gainsford returned to Port- 

man Square, she cälled at' Madame L's in 

'New Bond Street, and looked over the last 

r new faöhJoTife; -md though 'she<lid not see arty 

• thing that she' absolutely- coüld not exist 

withöut parchasing, shfe ordered- a-cap to 

compensate Madame L for the troubte 

jbhe hqd given in showing her fashions. Ma- 
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dame L would have had no very great 

objection if all her customcrs had been equally 
considerate. 

Having now introduced our heroine a little 
into the fashionable way of wasting time, we 
will recall oiir attention to the period when 
Lov^;ate left the village of M ■ . 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



jDeEPLY mortified at the cool reception he 
liad met with from Mary, and unaccustomed 
to be thwarted in his inclinations, he knew 
not how to govem his resentment. His 
passions, like the tumultuous sea, were under 
no control, and could but ill brook any oppo-^ 
sition, They had never been restrained in his 
youth^ and therefore it was not likely that 
they could be now. Indeed the disappoint- 
ment he had experienced, instead of abating 
increased his ardor; and he was resolved at 
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idl evcnts, to spare na trouUlfe or expense^ to> 
get the object that had oaiised it^ into his* 
power. AccDfrdingly he quitted the viliage 
in Order to carry his Scheines iirtoexeoufekHA; 
and, ad I make nottot^t^ mjrreadefs hav^ 
already conjectured, adopted that of carrying*. 
Miss Höts^ard away by force« He had prevK 
ously wrttten to oiie of his associätes in Town 
to lookfoat for the in£^rumenfts of ht$ villany>' 
not choosing' to b6 seen himself in the-' 
-ent^ris^ Hm virtuous companion soon' 
procüred t\vo wretches to ündertäke the act- 
ihg' mariaigement of the affiiir, and previded- 
*hem (at ILovegateTs expense though,) with 
^ Coach • arid four ready for the occasion. If 
Ihey had succeedöd in their undertaking, they 
had Orders to proceed with all possible dispatch 
to an estate that Lovegate possessed in Scot- 
land^ and detain her there until his arrival.^ 
When the time came that he expectedtö 
hear from th^m but received no inteHigence, 
he gave way to the most ungovemalde^ 
ftwy, and determined r^venge. At length fetes 
received a fetter underthe feigned naifle of 
F^rsohs^ v4dich informed him of the whole» 



90 VIRTUE AND VICE. 

of thc afiair. He knew immediately from 
the description of the mcxij tliat it \vb,s Fre- 
derick.who. h^d rescued Mary, and from that 
ipoment conceived the deadHest hatred agakist . 
Ijim. He vented his rage first on him, then , 

on the two ttien whom he took the first 

» • 

opportUQity to.scQ— to upbraid for their co- 
ly^dice. Tbey bore his reproaches patieritly . 
until they .found he wanted to^avoid payihg 
tbem for their trouble; (for Lovegate was. 
mean and contemptible as well as vUlainous ;) 
they then , poured in such a volley of abuse 
as terrified him into a compliance« However/ 
even these wretches could but despise his? 
pusillanimity, and, as they left him^ told him 
never to expect their Services agaii). 

After they had retired, Lovegate recoUected 
that one of them had professed to I910W 
]frederick perfectly, and a sudden thought 
Struck him^ that^ if he could gain informa- 
tion respecting his birth, he should by in- 
ibrming him of it, secure his gratitude, and 
Uod him for ever to bis purposes. He, had. 
observed with pain the partiality which Mary, 
feemed to entertain for Frederick^ and from 
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knowing the refined delicacy of his inind> he 
concluded that when made acquainted with 
his attachment to Mary, his sense of obliga*- 
tion\*'Oüld induce him to forego his inten tions« 
^^ I then/' Said he, ^* shall have a better 
opportunity to succeed with the girl. Besides, 
by securing his friendship, whatever comes 
from me will have double weight. If the 
little rustic stills regards him, as I fear she 
does, I must endeavour to lessen him in the 
opinion of her friends; — fabricate a few tales 
of his falsehood ; — ^and in fine, seek to excite 
their. mutual distrust** 

To efFect this he resolved to introduce Fre-» 
derick to his gay companiona in Town, as the 
first Step that might lead to a suspicion of 
his al tered principles. He grinned maliciously 
at the idea, and coogratulated himself on the 
probable sucoess of his scheme. Without 
loss of time he went to the house which he 
knew the two wretches frequented, and pro- 
mised to reward them handsomely if they 
would inform him of Frederick's parentage. 
These preliminaries being settled, the oldesf 
of them then Said that he was the son of a 

VOL. I. j? 
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West India planter of the name of Harcourt, 
a gentleman who, when in England^ lived at 
a village on the sea cpast in Comwali. That 
he had married a lady^who died the third year 
after giving birth to a son and heir who was 
Stolen^ $oan after^ while her husband was 
abroad, by a gang of gipsies. " Butwhy,'* 
continued he, ti^hould I thus mince matters l 
your honoris as mach in my power as I caü 
be i^ yours l then why should I scruple to say 
I was ,at the head pf the gang, and stole the 
child myself ! You must know, your honor, 
I owed this Mr. Hafcourt a hit of a grudge^ 
for I had formerly worked for him, and we 
quarrelled, owing to him you may be süre; 
so to be reyenged on him I took away his child. 
However I. was bilked in my scheme at last; 
for I thought to be sure a large reward would 
be ofFered to any one who might find the child, 
aiid restore it to its family; but I had no 
sooner got. it, than I lost it: for as I and a 
comrade was carrying the child off acipss the 
Country, severalhuntsmen come up with'us; 
SMBid not wi&hing to be seen with it, we wrapped 
round it an old cloak and hid it in a bush. 
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0nd made ofFas fast as we couM. When \ve 
thought the huntsmen was gone, we returned 
to look for it, but, to our vexation, it was iio 
.^vhere to be found. I have since heard Lord 
•Gainsford who was one of them, by chance 
heard its cries as he was passing near the bush, 
and took him home with him, where he has;- 
rlived ever siace^«— So you see, your honor, I 
made but a sorry thing on't after all." 

Lovegate having obtained the wished for 
information^ gave the man a sum of monejf:^ 
jmd charging him to keep the matlier a secretj^ 
returned to his lodgihgs. 

He then set his brains to work in devisin g' 
the best way to commence his Operations 
against Frederick, without ineurring his su&- 
picions. He thought at first, he would write 
to him ; but, on consideration, he abandoned 
that idea. An opportunity, however, soon oc- 
curred which spared him the trouble of raeking 
his invention further. For, one morning, as 
he was strolling about the streets in order to 
kill tjme, he accidentally met the object of his 
rcvenge. He instantly accosted him in a& 
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friendly and unafFeqted a manner as he could 
assume, and asked an hundred questions about 
Lord Gainsford's femily; the good folks at 
thc village, &c. &c. all of which Frederick 
änswered, though in a very distant mannen 
for he strongly Buspected, (though he had 
tried in vain to prove it^) that Lovegate wat 
at the bottom of the al&ir in attempting ta 
carry his angel off. 

He was now at a loss to account for th^ 
sudden change in his manner, for, at the vil- 
lage, he had ficarcely behared to him witb 
common civility; but judging ef others by 
himself, he never once suspected any dupli- 
city in it, particularly as he did not conceive 
himself of suiEcient consequence to render 
it necessary. Having conversed together for 
some time, Lovegate with matchless effron- 
terv, seized his arm; and declared he must 
have the pleasurc of lounging virith him a 
little that moming in Bond Street; " For po- 
sitively my dear fellow," said he, " Tis such 
a time since I saw you, that I cannot part 
with you just yet'* 

It was in vain that Frederick declared hc 
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was much pre§sed for time : Lovegate had got 
holdof his arm, and would not hear any ex- 
cuse, so that he was partly obliged to walk 
with him. Indeed he regrelted that a man 
who could make himself tolcrably plcasant, 
should ever make himself othenvise. They 
had not walked together many minutes before 
Frederick saw a carriage psssing which he 
knew was Lord Gainsford's. Lady Gainsford 
at that instant, recognised him, and ordered 
the coachman to stop; when his astonishment 
may be better coneeived than expressed on 
seeing Mary seated in qne corner. Her*s was» 
little less on seeing him Walking arm in arm 
with Lovegate No sooner had he recovered 
himself, than to his extreme mortificatioh, 
he perceived a coolneiss in Mary's manner^ 
that cut him to the heart. He feit perfectly 
unconscious of ever having ofFended her, and 
therefore attributed it to an alteration in her 
sensimerits; for as before observed, he was 
naturally very diffident, and from the first had 
almost despaired of exciting her rcgard. He 
Said, however, all he possibly could to dispel 
her reserve, which he had the satisfaction 

«•3 
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partly to efFect beforc the carriage drove oft> 
And here it must not be omitted to mentioH 
the unpleasant sensations of Mary at the sigfxt 
of Lovegatc: — ^a tremor pervaded her frame, 
and it was with diffiqulty that she retained her 
scat. To her surprise he did not seei^i to 
take any notice of her, but confined his at- 
tentions to Lady>Gainsfordj and CaroHne^ 
who received them very coolly, for their su&- 
picions were the same as Frederick's, 

But though thus seemingly inattentive, it 
must not be supposed that he observed not 
her coohiess to Frederick, which he^trusted 
to profit by. Accordingly when they parted^ 
lie touched Frederick in the tendierest part by 
saying, he thought the little rustic's manner 
was much improved. " But that I suppose,** 
continued he, ^^ is owing to the attention that 
a new face generally meets with from the men. 
Novelty, my dear fellow, nqvelty, is pleasing, 
you know." 

He might have gone on thus for an hour, 
for Frederick was top much hurt to attempt 
to intcrrupt him; which he perceiving, re- 
sumed, '^ As the girl is tolerably handsome l 
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shöuld not be surprised if some rieh old do- 
tard was to fall in lov^e with her ; but my dear 
boy, to change the subject, you must know 
IVe longed for an opportunity to see you some 
time, IVe something of a very interesting 
nature to disdose toyou! Nay, don'tbe sur- 
prised,** perceiving that Frederick looked so; 
*^ Tis true *pon my honor: so if you'U dine 
with me next Thursday — and let's see, to-day 
is Tuesday, I shall be happy to see you. 
However, as I shall have two or three friends 
to meet you, we cannot talk the matter over 
then, so we'U defer it, if you will, until 
S^turday. Now mind, I take no excuse, you 
understand meP 

Frederick thinking that his suspicions 
might be groundless, and as he professed 
to have something very particular to com- 
municate, reluctantly consented to dine with 
him, and to call at his lodgings on the Satur- 
day at twelve. He then with difficulty got 
away. The more he reflected on Lovegate's 
altered conduct, the more he feit surprised 
at lt. . 

" And what,** thought he, *' car he pos- . 

F 4 
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sibly have tb disclose to me ? 'Tis .very stränge I 
I like not the man, nor his acquaintailce ; 
but he in a great measure, forces it upon me. 
It would perhaps be rüde in.me to decline it 
altogether, particularly as his father is my 
patron's friend; but if it depended upon my- 
3elf I had much rather .** 

He had now arrived at bis lodgings in the 
Temple. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
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X HE next day he called at Lord Gainsford's 
and apologized that he had not paid his res- 
pects before; alleging that he was Ignorant 
cf their arrival. Mary feit much easier after 
she heard the reason, for to teil the truth, she 
had construed his absence into a slight ; and 
she still thought he was guilty of an Omission 
in not calling to make his inquiries; bat she 
was not much disposed to be relentless. 
During the time he stayed, she watched an 
opportunity to express her surprise at seeing 
him with L(pvegate^ which circumstance he 

F 3 
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satisfactorily accounted for by telling her the 
reason. Before he took his leave, her air of 
reserve vvore ofF, and he was again happy. 
After he was gone, Lady Gainsford spoke 
greatly in his favor, and amongst other things, 
Said, addressing Mary, " You ought to think 
yourself extremely fortunate my love, in 
having gained the afFections of a young man 
of his worth; for I know of no one so truly 
calculated to render a woman happy. And 
where will you find another accomplished as 
he is, without afFectation; learned, without 
pedantry;'and sensible, without ostcntation ?'* 
During this Speech the ^ensations of our 
hcroine \yere such, as I make no doubt, most 
of niy female readers have experienced on a 
similar occasion. A thundering rap at the 
door nowbroke off the conversation ; and to 
the joy of,all Mr. Elsdale was anilounced. 
He advanced first to Lady Gainsford, to whom 
having paid his respects, he inquired in his 
odd manner after the health of his two girls 
as he termed Caroline and Mary. He told 
the latter he thpught she looked rather paler 
gince she left thecountry; *^ But no wonder 
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my dear, if, as I suppose, } ou've been raking, 
However never mind ; the ladies here will soon 
put you in a way to regain your colour. Hey, 
Lady Gainsford ! A fine bloom in Town, you 
know, is bought and sold." 
, " Oh! fie! Tm absolutely shocked at you/' 
replied her Ladyship; " you're really ineuf- 
ferable." 

Nay my dear Ma'am,'* retumed he; 
you cannot be half so shocked at me as I 
am at many of your fashionable belies, whosc 
loöks in a morning bear ample testimony of 
the artificial bloom put on the preceding even- 
ing; which, inmy opinion^ is but an indirect 
reproof on outraged nature. However, Ide- 
clare, I sufFered more from a mistake, arising 
from that cause^ the other day, tlian you 
can imagine; for being naturally troubled 
with a share of diffidence, for the life of ra^ 
I can't get over these things as your fellows 
of life do. Having occasion . to call upon a 
lady of f^shion whom I knew many years ago, 
she looked so extremely yellow and hagard, 
(it being early enough to.find her as she really 
was,) that presuming upon our former inti- 
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macy, I Ventured to express my fears she 
was unwell ; and with all the eloquence. I was 
master of, recommended her to take the yel- 
low fever remedy; but soon perceiving that 
I had committed an error, I endeavoured by 
every means in my power to atone for it ; and 
at last made my peace so successfully, that 
she insisted I should go to her rout in the 
evening. I accordingly went; but so altered 
was she in her looks^ that i knew her not 
again, until the heat of* the room discovered 
. the same sickly hue that had caused me so 
much anxiety in the morning.** 

At this instant Lord Gainsford entered> 
arid welcomed Mr. Elsdale to Town. 

" Why this pleasure/* saidhe, ^^ my good 
friend, is unexpected ; buthow did you leave 
the father of my • sweet Mary ? In health I 
trust!*' — ^^ Perfectly so;'* repliedhe; " he 
requested me to say every thing that was. 
proper for him»'* , 

^^ And where are we to find you ?"* asked 
liOrd Gainsford ; " in the same place as iisual P*^ 

" Yes my Lord;" replied Mr. Elsdale^ 
<* Tm not like your menof lashionj fond of 
roving, except J ^ 
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Egad!'* interrupted his Lordship, " I 
believe they have frequently other reasons for 
it than those of caprice! — ^You understand 
mer 

" Yes, yes/' replied Mr. E. ^^ I under- 
stand you, though I could wish that their 
conduct afForded less grounds for comprehen- 
sion. But it will ever be the case while the 
rage for competition lasts; while many a 
foppliiig of eighteen spends his estate before 
be gets it ; or loses it at one of our subscription 
gaming houses, patronised by ruined spend- 
thrifts, in hopies to feather their nests from 
the thoughtlessness of the inexperienced.** 
^ Lord Gainsford smiled at liis warmth, but 
Said nothing. 

^^ But I forgot," resumed he; ^* IVe newff 
to teil you. My niece is coming to Town» 
I expect her every day. She has been on a 
Visit sometime in Somersetshire to an aunt of 
hers: — but how's the boy all this time! Fre- 
derick 1 1 mean \ I must call upon him. Bless 
me! it seems anagesince I saw him.'* 

Lord Gainsford told him he was perfectly 
well,- and gaye him his address» The arrival 
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of Company induced Mr. Eldsdale to take his 
Icave; observing as he quitted the room he 
did not much like the generality of morning 
visiters, whose time he thought might be 
better employed than in going from one 
drawing room to anöther, to make illnatured 
remarks, and to spread tales of scandal. 

While these things were.going on in Port- 
man Square, Lovegate was advancing his 
schemes against the unsuspecting Frederick; 
and perhaps, it may be as well here to 
mention the manner in which this promising 
young man lived. From the age of twenty 
he had disdained the unfashionable idea of 
iiving with his parents, and had therefore 
dashed as his mother expressed it, by taking 
apartments iri New Bond Street. In this she 
encouraged him, declaring, she admired 
the spirit of the thing prodigiously, while 
his father regretted the fatal error he had been 
guilty of in ^ving up the reins too soon. 
He knew too well that it would be useless to 
attempt to oppose his son's Intention, and 
therefore it was no sooner talked of than done ; 
and as it was shortly after whispered about 
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that young Lovcgate was heir to a good es- 
tate, he soon caught -the attention of the many 
idlers like himself, by whom he was itiitiated 
into the vices of high life. One expense led 
to another, which occasioncd the demands 
upon his father to be more frequent; but as 
Sir William had hitherto given wäy to hirti in 
every respect, he had not the power to check 
the impending evil. He saw daily the bad 
consequences arising from it, but not until 
too late to amend it. If he expostulated 
he was laughed at; if he threatened, he 
was defied; and if he tried gentle means, 
he was contemned. What to do, he knew 
not. He still retained the feelings of a father, 
and while he wept for his unhappy son, re- 
proached only himself. — '* Yes," would he 
often say, /^ I am alonetoblame: had I ex- 
ercised the privileges of a father at a proper 
time, I ^ould not have lost them now.** But 
to return to young Lovegate, who, as he knew 
it could not be proved, that he was the 
person who had sought to get Mary into his 
pow^er, had summed up sufficient assurance 
to call at Lord Gainsford's^ whom he accosted 
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with as much indifFerence as if nothing had 
transpired. His Lordship however received 
him coolly, and did not give him a further 
invitation. He still preserved the same line 
of behaviour to Mary. Having prepared his 
associates for the kind of young man whom 
he intended to introduce to them on Thurs- 
day, he waited anxiously for the result. 
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CHAPTER X. 



jnLS ftiy readers may wish to khow thc cha- 
facters of the four young men whom Love- 
gate iavited to meet Frederick; perhaps^ it 
may be as well here to particularize them« 
To begin with Jack Slyboots. He was one, 
among many, who lived by the dint of fiat- 
tery, which^ höwever, he confined to those 
whocouldafFordtopay forit. Hewasthought 
by some to have hi8 share of humour, though, 
for my part, I always took it for ribaldry. 
§ir Edmund Brainless was likevvise to- grace 
the party; he was much younger than his 
friend Jack Slyboots, and, it is said, häd he 
not been extremely rieh, his society would 
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have been dispensed with. As it W'as, it was 
much courted by men of Slyboot's stampk 
He was particularly noted for bis dexterity in 
driving; for as he had been told that some- 
thing would be expected from one in his 
Situation in life, and on lobking around him, 
judged no matter what, so that he attained 
celebrity in it^ he had consigned his fame to 
the skilful management of the whip. Tom 
Singleton was^ another; — he had been duped 
out of his fortune by those who now gradually 
out his acquaintance. He had been led away 
by bad example. His heart was excellent; 
his abilities superior to mo&t; but they com- 
pensated not for his present indigence. The 
complacent smile gave way to the contemptu- 
ous sneer. Still was his spirit independent; 
for he never stooped to humour the caprice 
of any man. The other was my Lord Stiff- 
head, who, proud of his rank, cohdescended 
. only to associate with commoners to receive 
that attention which he had faiied to obtain 
frora people of his own sphere, Indeed, in 
him, what I had hoped happened but rarely^ 
pride ar\d vanity weve blended ; but as he was. 
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not rieh, neither the one nor the other was 
often gratified. To my surprisc, I oncc hcard 
it hinted that his character was less singular 
thaii I liad imagined ! ! ! 

To these men, (if so they could bc called,) 
Frederick was introduced. They saw at once 
from his manner that he was not one of their 
set, and before he had been long in their 
Company, Jack Slyboots, ever anxious to con- 
tribute to the amusement of his friend as he 
<:alled Sir Edmund Brainless, begantohoax 
Hiin, (I think that is the expression,) as the 
dinner^made its appearence. " I cannot pio- 
ture to myself," said he ; " a more awkward 
figure than he who attempts to move in that 
sphejre of life to which he has never been 
accustomed. Hey! what say you Sir Ed- 
mund r winking and endeavouring to look 
archly. 

" Who, me !" returned the Bs^ronet ; ^' why 
yes, ha! hal a cutting Observation." 

" To those only," cried Frederick, smiling, 
and perfectly aware of their intentioii; *^ who 
are not proof against edgeless weapons. But 
with respect to Mr. Siyboot's Observation, it 
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fitrikes me there are many others who mak^ 
themselves infinitely more ridiculous than the 
onehehasjustmentioned. Such, as, for in- 
stance, a mere pretender to wit ; a creature, 
v^ho, while he seeks to wound the feelings of 
others, (for his illdirected arrows are generally 
tipped with spken;) excites only their pity 
and contempt Again .** 

*^ Pardon me for interrupting you/'. hastily 
exclaimed Singleton ; ** hut for the life and 
soul of me I cannot help it. Give me your 
hand. P like you much. You and I will be 
better acquainted. If I mistake not, there 
is no one here," looking first at ,one, then at 
the other ; ** who will envy me that pleasure.** - 

Frederick surprised at his odd ma^ner waÄ 
at a loss for an answer, which the rest ob- 
serving burst out into an immoderate fit of 
laughter. ^^ Come gentlemen," at length 
drawled out Lovegate; " let's havedone with 
this nonsense. Singleton, your sentiment! 
for we all know you're a sentimental fellöw. 
Ha! ha! ha!" which was reiterated by all, ex- 
cept by Frederick and Singleton; particularly 
by Jack Slyboots, 
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** A sentiment from me, Hey Lovegate! 
let's see — May the man who seeks to wound 
the feelings of another, finä his own weapon» 
recoil upon himself." 

^^ Oh, damii your sentiment;'* hastily cried 
Slyboots, who perceived tliat it didnotmeet 
with the approbation of his party— " let us 
drink rather the girls that have afforded us the 
most pleasure!" 

^* Bravo my boy!" exclaimed Braiqless^ 
The Baronet's name must be put first, in 
conformity to the light in which his compa - 
nions viewed him ;) Lovegate, and his Lord- 
ship; " that's something like; we'll drink it 
three times in three.*' 

But I refrain from relating what further 
passed betvveen them, except indeed the result 
of their meeting, which was a challenge from 
Lord StifFhead to Frederick. The next 
morning the Baronet waited upon him, and 
delivered it in form. Frederick received it 
with a smile of contempt, and in his answer, 
informed his Lordship that he would be ready 
at the time and place appointed ; the former 
of which was nine the foUowing morning, (it 
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being unfortunately, as his Lordship observed 
in his note, in the depth of winter,) and the 
latter^ a field behind Primrose Hill. 

A short time after Brainless was gone Sin- 
gleton called, and ofFered himself as second 
to Frederick ; which öfter he gladly accepted ; 
as he knew of ^no one amongst his unfashion- 
able acquaintance^ who would officiate in such 
a capacity. During the time that they were 
conversing together on the subject, Mr. 
Elsdale was announced. Frederick .received 
hrai in the most affectionate manner, though 
notwithoutembarrassment, which he could not 
but observe, though he was at a loss to accoünt 
for it. As he entered the room he eyed Sin- 
gleton keenly. He however appeared much 
pleased to see Frederick, and inquired ten- 
derly after his health. The conversation now 
became general; but still there was a restraint 
in Frederick's manner which Mr. Elsdale had 
never before witnessed; and which induced 
him to take his leave much sooner than he had 
otherwise intended ; for he was fearful that he 
had unintentionally intruded. As he went 
^way, he darted the most penetmting look 
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at Singleton, as much as to infer that Iie 
thouglit there was something going forward 
between him and Frederick which it was not 
fit that he should be made acquainted with. 
At least it Struck Singfeton in that lighty 
who, after he was gone, asked Frederick 
several questions relative to him. " Egad»'* 
Said he, '^ one would suppose by his stare 
that he was a man of fashion ! And, certainly, 
had I not firequented Bond Street too often,. 
he would have put me out of countexiance. 
Pray who is he ? where does he live r 

Frederick, from having been latterly in what 
is termed good Society^ was not at all surprised 
at the«e which, in common üfe^ would be 
deeined impertinent questions, and therefore 
answered them without hesitation. Singleto» 
-soon after went away» Frederick left to him- 
«elf began to think of the Situation in w^hich 
he was placed. 

^^ To-tnorrow morning," said he, " I an> 
to lift up my band against a fellow creature's 
life? — dreadfui thought! The laws of honor 
demand iU Honor did I say ? — j^rostituted 
name ! Call it rather a vicious custom which 
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fashion sanctions, but which true honor 
shuns.** For himself he cared litüe. \i he 
feil, he had no parents to lament bis fate. He 
was alone in the world. But something 
whispered that he had onc privilege as 
others had — to »eek to please his God. And 
could the hazarding of a life which belonged 
exclusively to hjm excite his eatisfaction ? 
Thus did he argue wHh himself; but then, 
to be branded with cowardioe !— 4o be tFcated 
with contempt!— Oh ! who could bew^ it ! And 
let it not be said that he was. tfae only one 
\vrho/similarly situated,&k ae he did! Thou* 
sands, I trust, have with him, detested the 
vile practice, though like him, they may not 
have had the fortitude to brave tlie sarcasm« 
of an unfeeling world. 

" 'Tis hard, indeed, \i nothing will defend, 
*' Mankind from quarreL» but their fatal end j 
** Perhaps, at last, close scrutiny majr show, 
'* The practice dastardly, and mean, and low $ 
*' That men engage in it compell*d by force, 
'* And fear, not courage, is its proper source« 
The fear of tyrantcustom, and the fear 
Lest fops should censure us and fools should sneer. 
f ^ At least to trample on our Maker's lawsj 
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^^ And hazard life for any or no cause £ 
*' To rush into a fixt ctcrnal State, 
*' Out of the veiy flames of rage and hate, 
** Or send another shiv'ring to tbc liar 
^ *' With all the guilt of suchunnatoral war» 
*' Whatever use may urge, or hoiior plead» 
'^ Our reasön*s.rerdict Is a madman's deed» 

m 

*^ Am I to set my life upon a throw, 
" -Bccause a bear is rüde and surly ?-*-Ko-« 
'^ A moral, sensible» and well bred man 
*^ Will not affiront me^ and no other caüv * 

« 

In the course. of the day Frederick w)*ö|e 
tp his patron aml to Mary, declarjng bis in^ 
violable attachment to the one, and his heart« 
feit gratitude to the other. These letters he 
left on the outside of his writing desk in his 
«tudy, not ventüring tq give them to hi» 
servant to deliver^ lest the intended duel 
«hould i>e discovered. He then adjusted se- 
veral Mittle matters qi his own> and retired not 
to rest until he had made np his mind not to 
attempt the life of his adversary. Thenext 
mprning he . rose early, and fcÄ-getting that 
Singleton had promised to be with him by 
^ight^ set off much sooner to the place ap^ 

VOL, I. Q 
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pointed, whereLord StifFhead an41iis second 
shortly after joined him«. Qn their Coming 
up they aocosted him with so much politeness 
that he imagined they were inclined to settle 
the dispute amicably; for, being inexpe- 
rienced in these matters, he had not the least 
idea that when two men meet tp take away 
each other*s life, the strictest decorum is kept 
up between them, They soon however un- 
deeeived him in that respeet, and expressed 
their surprise at finding him alone. It then, 
for the first time, occurred to him that he 

■ 

had forgotten to stay for Singleton; ^^ How- 
tever/* said he, addressing Lord StifFhead, 
^^ I am still ready to give your Lordship the 
desired satisfaction/* 

That in course his Lordship could not 
think of in the present posture of affairs, 
and therefbre it was mutually agreed to wait 
for Singleton. .The appearance of a man 
soon after whom they supposed to be Single- 
ton, caused them to begin to measure out 
the ground, when instead of him, lo! — Mr. 
Elsdale made his appearance* 'He seemed 
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greatly agitatedj äud without speaking a word^ 
waved his hat in the air; when instantly hv« 
Bow Street officers issued from the place of 
their concealment^ and took the parties into 
custody. Thus had the good man the satis« 
&ction to prevent the duel taking place. 



o« 
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CHAPTER XI. 



X O account for the sudden appearance of 
Mr. Elsdale on the destined field of action, 
it will be requisite to inform ourselves, that 
just after Singleton left Frederick's lodgings, 
he was arres^ed in the street, at the suit of 
Lovegate,for two hundred pounds lent money, 
and for want of bail taken to prison. 

It Struck him instantly that the motive 
which induced Lovegate to take this step was 
simply out of revenge for the active part he 
had taken in the dispute on Frederick's side^ 
on the Thursday ; and which was, in fact, 
Uterally the case j for.e«iery priuciple of houor 
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had long since fled from Lovegate*s bosom. 
At any other time perhap^ Singleton would 
have thought little of it; but now, when it 
prevented him from rendering assistance to 
the man whose cause he had espoused^ and 
whose Ultreatmdnt had excited his Indignation^ 
it seemed doubly hard. He knew, however, 
tt was of little use to complain^ and that per- 
haps he might , still thwart the schemes, (as 
b^ was pretty sure there were soiiie formed,) 
of the infamöus Lovegate. For that purpose, 
he resolved to send a note to Mr. Elsdale 
(iBupposing he was Fred^rick's friend,) and 
therein divulge the affair of the premeditated 

düel. Mr. E got his note late the same 

evening^ and as soon as his agitation permit- 
ted him, went ' in qiiest of two Bow Street 
officers, to whom he made known the time 
and place of the projected meeting, and 
ccÄicerted the plan which fortunately succeed- 
ed. He himself became responsible for 
Frederick, wh<mi, notwithstanding, he lec- 
tured «everely for accepting the cliallenge. 

<^ Besides,** said he, " you would not have 
stood an equai chance; for knaves generajly 

c3 ^ 
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excel in what men of sense think beneath 
their attention." 

In vain did Frederick parsuade him to sajr 
by what means he had got his information of 
the afTair^ for he was apprehensive that, if he 
did, it might give rise to another of the same 
nature. The next morning an accountof it 
appeared in the papers which caüght the eye 
of Lord Grainsford. Indeed Lovegate him« 
seif faiied not to apprize his Lordship of it^ 
and hinted in pretty . strong terms that it was 
occasioned entirely by the rüde behaviou« of 
Frederick whom he had asked to meet a few 
of his friends to dine with hini. His Lord- 
ship was extremely hurt at what. he heard, 
though he made every allowance for a little 
exaggeration, conceiving that Lovegate might 
be prcjudiced in favor of his friends. - And^ 
as may be supposed, he was not the only 
pcrson who feit hurt; for, there was ©ne other 
at least, who took an equal interest with his 
Lordship in whatever concemed Frederick. 
He, in the mean timc, was umÄrilling to im- 
pute any blame to Lovegate for what had 
passed, though, he thought, periiaps, hadh^ 
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h&sa m bis Situation, he might have acted 
diÄerently. But then again he reflected, who 
would venture to side with a man who had 
nothing but bis integrity to recommendhim!, 
Ile sighed as Singleton occurred to him. 
Mowever he determined to take no noticc of 
jLovegate's eonduct,'but, as he had promised, 
repaired to his lodgings on the Saturday fol- 
Ibwing^ Lovegate received bim with the air 
of a man who had cause to be ofFended, but 
who had the magnanimity to pass it over. 
He then with every appearance of the most 
oordial friendship related the particulars of 
Frederick's birth. During the recital, the 
^mazement of Frederick was such that he had 
Äot the power to utter a syllable. When it 
vifAS concluded, he inquired in the most anxi— 
ous manner, whether he might believe what 
he had heard; and, if so, he conjured Lovegate 
to inform him through what Channel he had 
gained his information! But, in that respect, 
Lovegate begged tobe excused; though he 
assured Frederick, on his honor, that he had 
JK) reason to doubt it. 
After the first ^»otions of conflicting pafik 

g4 
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sions had subsided, his grateful nature re*^ 
proached him for having harboured an idea in 
the least luifavorable to Lovegate's conduct ; 
for, he imagined, Lovegate must haVe been 
greatly interested in his fate, or he would 
never have taken the trouble to make inquiries 
respecting his parents. " And how have I 
]?epaid his kindness T said he, ^ By harbouring 
the vilest suspicions of him. Oh ! distressing 
thought !'• 

He therefore endeavoured to atone for the 
ftupposed injustice he had done Lovegate, by 
a double profession of his acknowledgements. 
Thus with gratitude on his part, and match- 
less duplicity on Lovegate's, they parted ; the 
former to meditate on the joyful intelligence 
he had received of his birth; the latter, to 
prosecute his schemes ander the sacred maskr 
of friendship. 

When Frederick reached his apartments, 

his servant was not a little surprised to see him 

in such excellent spirits, for, in general, he 

had remarked, his majster was rather serious: 

than otherwise. But Frederick, was too. 

« 

obsorbed in his own reflections to pay an/ 
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attention to honest William. He was no\r, 
no longer, without a iizmt \ He coüld claim 
his origin from at least respectable parents ! 
The thought gave him exquisite pleasure:-— 
His heart leaped for joy ! Eager to announce 
the liappy tidings to the protectors of his in- 
fancy, the next moming, he flew, rather 
than: walked to Portman Square, picturing to* 
himself during the way the satisfaction that 
they wQuid feel on the occasion, But ah ! 
höw soQh are all öur hopes crushed here! 
When we most expect them to be realized^ 
they seem to take wings and fly away. At 
least Frederick's did ; for, on hisentrance, in- 
stead of meeting with his usual smiles^ the 
distant air-*-the reserved look — ^alone received 
him. The colour instant ly fled from his 

• cheeks, as he faintly exclaimed, sinking upon 
the first chair that stood nearest him ; *^ Great 
Godt Um I ever to be the sport of fortune?'* 
While Lord Gainsford who happened to be at 
home, pitying his evidönt distress, endea- 
voured, äs- far as he thought consistent with 

• his dutyy to mitigs^te it. ^^ You must be 
Äwarfe iFrederick/* said he, ^^ your receptioa 

G 5 
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this moming is not what it usually rsf bat 
that I suppose, you rightly attnbute to your 
late conducti I cannot avoid expressing my 
cohcem^ as, hitherto^ it has deserted my 
wannest approbation.** 

Frederick now somewhat recovered from 
his agitation^ feit extremely chagrined at this 
unexpected attack^ and answered rather 
indignantly, supposing thal his Lordship re- 
ferred to the.duel, ^ I flatter niyself, my 
Lord, my conduet in the transaction to which 
you allude, you will find less culpable than 
you may at present deem it, when you 'are 
ma^e acquainted with the treatment I had 
previously receivedr" 

The entrance of Mr. Elsdalc^ at this in- 
stant, prevented him from relating the parti- 
culars of which ; however Mr. E — greatly 
satisfied his Lordship, by sayihg, " Oh! Fm 
glad to See you here againT looking at Fre- 
derick; ** 1 was fearful that you might have 
sufFered in his Lordship's opinion respecting 
this late foolish afFair! — and had I not been 
engaged ever since I should have before this 
conYinced his Lordship that youbave not been 



VIRTUE AND VICE. IM 

tQ blame in it; for I have heard tlie wholp 
from that good lad Singleton.*^ 

Frederick, ea^er to hear of him, whom 
he was apprehensive some acddent had. befal- 
len, sufFered not his distress to prevent him 
from inquiring anxiously after that generous 
fellow. 

Mr. Elsdale seemed to wish to decline an 
answer, and instantly began ta r^sume the 
subjcct of the dueL, ; j • ! 

In the mean time Lprd and Lady Gainsford 
, were extreoiely haj^y to find that their favo- 
rite had suflere^ greatly from Lovegate*s mis- 
representation of his conduct, and^ ipa great 
xneasure, restored him to their goo4 opimon. 
Bat in vain did they seek to banish the gipom 
that clouded his brow ! — ^liis feelings häd sus- 
tained too great a shock to enable him easily 
to regäin his composure; and though h^ tried 
U> smile, the efForts wiis evidently accompanied 
, with a heavy hcart. The wound that hc had 
reeeived was too deep to be healed hastily, 
and, perhaps, the consciousness that he had 
not deserved it, made the eure more düKcuIt; 
for what can be more galling to a inin4 of 

g6 
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UensibiHty than to be' suspected wrongfully ? 
Upon the whole, he spent the most unplea- 
sant day with bis patrons he had ever before 
done; arid even the returning smiles of hvs 
fair one feifed in produdng their iisual effect. 
At night, he returned to bis lodgings, but in 
avery difFerent State of mind to when he left 

m • • t • -' 

t - ' 

'them in the mommg. He had found it im- 
'^ssible tö merftiöri a syllabk of the Informa- 
tion he had obtained of bis birth, and resolved 
^tidt tihkä . he ' conceived himself . more ftJIy 
l-emstiat'ed ni'^is patron'$ esteem* At the 
'sanl6 time, he intended to take the first 
oppoftbhify'fo* v^ bis native village, where 
'h^ijiS^im^io'^gsAn.füriher inteHrg^nce öf his 
-femily.'--^^ And rf;* Said b^/^^r feil in that 
' ithpcciy t shälJi at lea^, see the pface where 
i Was' bom, and where 'my pafent» livedj 
' which' Wal be no trifling satisfaction to one 
'-ifl^Whäd -almost despaired to trace ekher/*^ - 
^ ''*^Büt theri what excuse could he mafce io 
1^ Ijord ^Gfainsfdrd ibr his absence? Tbis rather 
* perpjfexed' him; until be recollected that *a 
« -schoolfeHow' of bis resided in some part of 
^ CömwaH, and that he could teil his Lordship, 
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he was going to spend ashort time with him» 
But to Mary he stated the true rcason, re- 
questing her to divulge it to no one. 

The chief diffieuUy was still to be overcome; 
for, as he had never before practised a subter- 
fuge, he was apprehensive that if he attempted 
to begin now^ his embarrassment would betray 
his intention; and, besides, he afterwards de- 
clared, that he feit so much uneasiness at the 
idea of resorting to deceit to acconiplish his 
purpose, that he had frequently determined 
to relinquish it, until his ardent desire to 
iee his native place, had again superseded 
cvery other consideration. •. He, however, 
' still found it impossibfe to ' speak - to LoHi 
' Gäinsford'tKereon, andf therefore impai^ted Ws 
"littleschtemeby fetter. * On reading the cort- 
tents of which, his Lordship- was much suf-- 
prised, particularly as Mary was in Towit; 
though he said ncÄhing; neither had heever 
hinted to Frederick Lovegate's misrepresenta- 
tion of . his conduct, lest il, should lead to 
another fashionablc way of terminating ^a 
quarrtU » 
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CHAPTER XIL 



IjEFORE we Icam the particulars of Fre- 

dericVs joumey. to the village, Mipf)ose we 

make a few iaqairies after the gallant Edward^ 

whom, I doubt^ my readers.have almost for^ 

^gotten; but no wonder; for when ayoung 

. man enters into the army without interest 

on his side3 whatever may be his merit^ hm 

is too apt to meet with nc^ect from all except 

his own relations. It seems durmg the time 

. that we have been dwdling upon other cha- 

racters^ he was engaged in defending the 

cause of his country. He had taken every 

opportunity to writc to his father and sister 
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that the nature of the Service in whicli Iic was 
emplo} ed would allow. Without particularly 
enumerating the varioushardships he liad un- 
gone^ it will be sufiicient to say that tliey were 
such as required no little fortitude to support. 
In one of hi» letters to his father, he says, 
" It is not only requisite, my dear sir, in the 
heat of battle to be brave and collected, but 
to becallousto thedictates of humanity; or^ 
otherwise, the miserable objects that conti- 
nually implore assistance; theheart rending 
sobs that burst from unrelieved misery ; wouM 
freeze the blood with horror, and &top the 
Performance of rigid diity. Oh, my father! 
little did I think ^when first I made choioe of 
,a military life, of the dangers-r^tigue— 
^ißnd cares^ to whiob it is almo^t alway s subject ! 
Xhe distresses of a long march, aggravated 
by the differenoe of clime; — ^laying whole 
nights in tents half füll of water — with many 
other hardships which^ were they known b#- 
fore they are experienced, would, I thiak, 
deter not a few from bdng soldiers. But, 
with respect to myself, I declare most so- 
lemniy^ arduous as. is .the life, had I my choice 
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Still, I would prefer it to any other;^ for, 
amidst all its hardships^ the pleasing reflection 
that they are endured for the good of our 
country, aniniates one witli redoubled fortitude 

. to Support them.!' 

Thuis did the ymmg hero wüte: the senti- 
ments of a mind strbng and emulous; des- 
pisii^g, or rather superior to the thought of 

vdÄnger, when heconceived it ihterfered with 
his dfiity. • 

? He'hadbeen iti:inany«pgag6ments though 

' fte had been gane so short a time, in which 
he häd «Iways^conducted. hüiisdfrso weil 
tbi'oughout^ as to excite the approbatian of 

• hi« ^ superior olficers, partioulürly .' General 
■ilcAcxohy whp.had ah-eady .pröraotod .bim. 
! Thjs wa^jiefased'by aofhe dflMs yaujighrothcr 

• officers with a degree; of ten^y, which how- 

• erar; they wisfely ke^ to themselves; thon^ 
\they 'Cooid not help occasionally espressii^ 
•4h0ir "suiprise * to each dther, that. a young 
f man * withoüt either rant or • fortune^ should 

gain the approbatiön of his General. At 
#he time diat Mr. Howardn-eceived this letter, 
Mr.' f^lsdale also reoeiVed one frora General 
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Höloroft, iii which he mentioned Edww:das 
a yötith that bid fair one day to b^come a 
distinguished ornament to bis profession. 
Älr* Elsdal^ was much rejoioed at this^ and: 
ifaiiftediatdy" enclosed the Genel-ars letter to» 
Mr. Howard, whoin^ in oiie he wf ote to him: 
läimteif, he congratülated thereon. He then 
went wi<h all posstble haste to Lond Gaios- 
ford's, to «atiriounce the welcome tidin^p tot 
Ims Lbrdflhip's&mUyand Matyy Che laUer pf 
VffhörA s&ed tears of joy on the öcciision» A«^ 
for Mr^ Howard; it will be suiHcient to say, 
that he feit the emotions.of a father; andy 
Ü\at, . white he raised bis hands in silent gra-. 
Istüdie to heaven, hebwathed a prayer for hie 
Ä)nV6aferettirti. . 

Some weeks had now elapsed with renewed 
endeavöurs on the'part of Lovegate to ruin 
Frederick • in the estimation of Lord Gains- 
ford's family and of our heroine, but without 
having efFectually accompHshcd his purpoöe; 
thoiigh he had but too well succeeded 
m destroying that cordial friendship and es- 
teem which once subsisted bctween them. 
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Frederick went, soon afker we teft tmxi, tb 
th.e village which he had heen told was his 
native place, and after some little difiicultyj, 
found out the house in which^hts parents had 
once lived. It wasnowina ruinous st^e and 
uninhabited ; but he still derived fimch $atis- 
faction from exploring the apartments thät 
remained. Indeed, being naturally of a con» 
templative disposition, he loved to meditate 
in scenes like the piresent^ and tp mark tl^ 
progre^ of the^ desolating band of time; 
feeling additional^ pleasure £pom reflectingv 
that those before him^ had contained the au- 
thors of hia heing. The thought touched 
his sensibility; a de^ ^^ burst fromr }ua 
bosom; and for a white, he yielded to Üie 
pressure of his feelings. 

When a litfle composed^ he passed from 
one room to another, eageriy eiamining 
each, in hopes to find something that had 
belonged to his parents. At length he came 
to one which by its appearance, seemed to 
have been a study; and which was less decayed 
than any he had yet scen, Casting his eyes 
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mournfully around^ he thought he observed 
in one comer amongst a heap of riibbish, the 
fragments of a letter; he instantly gatbered 
i^em up, and after some timespentinadjust- 
ing them^ was able to make out as fpllows: 

Jamaica, Marchai» 1^85* 
MT l^BARSST LOUISA, 

I have at length received your long 
expected letter^ which^ a3 it mforms me of the 
reestablishment of your health^i gives me ad« 
ditional satisfaction. I am fearful, my love, I 
shalt be detakied here much longer than I 
.expected; but rest assured, neither time nor 
distance, oan ever alienate myafFectionsfroin 
my beioved Louisa and our little Frederick. 
^^ Here the writing was totally eftaced^ indeed 
had it been legible, Frederick at the moment 
could not have read it. With some difficulty 
he furtlier made out f'-— The greatest trial 
surely that we can meet with here, is to part 
from those whom we most love ; and nothing 
but the hope that we shall meet again, can 
render it supportablc. Think of me oftcu 
my Louisa^ and let my . sweet cherub remind 
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}K)u of me fnote frequetitly, Give hlm ten 
thousand kis^es for me, and> believeme, that 
you aiid he are the chief objects of my care« 

Yours, ever, 

Frsderick Hahcourt« 

Oh, think reader, "what tfiüsl ha*e heeii- 
Fr^derick's «riotions on readii^'tiiis letter, 
Miritfcen evidently by his father to.hör whö gave 
bim hirth! Had' tdifey not been great^ whor 
^ould havc envied hiiyi'' his feelings! 
: The truth at pnce flashed \3p(m hihi:—** 
^ Yes,'* Said he, kissing the letter, ^^ this 
was written by my honored father to his wife, 
arid: iriy. mother ! OhJ this repays me för all 
that I have sufFered— fbr all that.I can sufFer. 
My father! Mother! — ^look down uponyour 
happy. son, (for I fear, nay, aknost hope, 
you live not in this vile World;) now no lon- 
ger thö wretched being he once thought him- 
self; for t^ough, perhaps, you are lost to 
him, 4ie still can honor your memory." 

Having searched, in vain, to find iBoime- 
tlnng eise, that he could hope, once was his 
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farexitB, he took a mournfal Jeave of die res^ 
.pected ruin* 

In4:he vUbgQ he made «rery inquiry coA- 
cerning his family, and wa8 fortunate enough 
tp meet with anold cottager who. gave him 
some.imfotmation. * . ' 

/^ I remembers the worthy 'squire and Ma- 
dam,** Said he, " as if it had beiien but t' other 
day. Ah ! God bless 'cm ! they *ve made many 
a heartleap forjoy. But/* and here the old 
man shook his head; ^^ you see Sur, about 
twenty year ago, (and it may be upwards for 
ought I know,) Madam died while the 'squire 
was abroad, and left a little cherub then about 
three years old, However Grod thought pro- 
per to take tbat too soon after. The 'squire*s 
' never been among us since. Indeed, people 
j^aid, he died soon after of a broken heart; 

Frederick having thanked him for the in- 
formation he had given him, presented him 
with some money ; and, mounting his horse, 
left the village. As he rode along, he recalled 
to his mind every thing that had passed be* 
tween the old cottager and himself, and began 
tQ think> from his having said that he had died 
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inhis infancy^ that some unfair means liadbeea 
taken to get possession of his father's estäte. 
At all events^ he determined^ to have it mi- 
nutely inquired tnto. Having staid a few 
rdays.with bis friend who lived not many miles 
from the village, he returned to Town. 
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CHAPTER XIU. 



1 SHALL now take the liberty tolntroduoe 
to my readcrs the niece of Mr. Elsdale whom 
I have slightly metitiohed in a former part öf 
this Tale; and on whom^ I flatter mysetf^ 
they will not flcruple to bestow a little of their 
attentioi^; particularly^ as her father foUowed 
a profession to whieh the natiön is so mudi 
indebted; that of ä British sailor — ^but who 
unfortunately never rose higher in it than^a 
Lieutenant. Ön what account^ itwasiiever 
known; though^ when inquiries have beea 
made of naval men, they have uniformly given 
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it as their opinior, that it could be owing only 
to. two reasons ; bis vvant of merit, or, (and 
they theti sighed,) bis want of interest. The 
latter never failed to excite my displeasure, as 
I conceived it to be a übel upon our Board of 
Admiralty.' To render bis fate more bard, 
- he bad lost an eye in the Service, but being 
of a philosopbic turn, (which tbe world said 
was occasioned b^ disappointment,) be con- 
soled hi^lsel£^thatbe bad not lost bis otber 
töoü 

Wben young, be married a woman without 

any fortune, Consulting only bisinclinations; 

yfgrhe hdd a m,arriag^ of kiterest in toocon« 

; teiiiptibjg a %hitto*be entered into by a British 

v^ailpr :0r -an honest m^k^, whicb he. ijisisted, 

^^^fthöi'6ö5p« fhing, '.But. whateyer was bis 

iK^ipn öftftHafe splfled;, it w^s ßtroi^ly sus- 

fpectii$d:t^t:t^|iel^y naan-ied o«ly. to gratify 

ihßr.atohitiw*} ,for it was^ s^id;, .&he fiattered 

her^ßlf' thal; t]iQ.-i>ayal prpfessifp. was moye 

:.life#ly Jlojfium cmt: lucF^^ve. tb^ APy otb^r; 

•ifWf^fc SQy/ jjei:tiaps, j^t wpuld ^, if we ccxujd 

I ali?((ay3 bje äsfortutiateia c»;ir c^tures as we 

, rfeave boeii lal^jfv .Wi^n, ihpw^yer, the lady 
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hl question föund that year after year roUed' 
oa, and her husband still continued a Lieu« 
tenanty she could not oonceal herdisappoint- 
ment. But what oould she de? she could not 
untte the band which Hymen had formedl 
but^ she detennined to make it as galling as 
possible; and, with that, entwined it^th 
such a portion of illnature and discontent, as 
happily ibr honest Jack^ broke its texture« 
To make all the atonement in her power, she 
confessedon herdeathbed, thatshe had been 
rigbtly served for marrying from ambitious 
Views. She left one child to her husband'i 
cäre. Jack loved it tenderly, and spared often 
more than he could conveniently to ghre it an 
education. When he retumed from sea^ the 
fifst question he asked of bis brother, (the 
present Mr. Elsdale,) was, how bis girl did ? 
Mr. Elsdale, who was then in^ very good cir- 
cumstances^ would willingly have paid the ex- 
pencesofbringing Harriet himself up had Jack 
permitted him; but, as he was a truc English 
sailor, he Said, he did not like to deck bis 
little irigate out with any colours but his own. 
Before hedied, he had the satisfacticm to see 
rou I. H 
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Jus, child m her twdfdiyear. It now pleased 
Providence to catU him away. When dying, 
he motiODed for his brother to go on one side 
of the bedy and his daughter on the other, 
And looking wistfully at the fornier^ faintly 
aiticulatedj " Be — a. protector — ^to my girl, 
when — wbcn Fid— goweT' 

He t^en pressed Harriefs band; — blessed 
her; — and died withoot agroan. Senseless 
Ae threw hefself upon his inanimate body, 
while Mr* Eladafe who was little better, feit 
tiaie keenest aftgui^, and vowed, ever after to 
k>ok upon his brother*s ehUd as his own. 

Fiom that period, Harriet became hid 
constant care; and after the violence of hei* 
grief had sab^ded> he took care that the 
accdmpHshments she had acquired, should not, 
(ias is freguently the Case,) be lost through 
negligence ; and that they should not ckim 
precedeiice ö( a more usefui study; or take 
Tsp too much of her time, from a more im- 
forUiai objet«~the oauSe of religion. 

Thoögh he seldoiÄ «topped long togethef 
in the saitie place him^elf, he had a stationary 
l^dsiilte for her iil Town> where^ during hi» 
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iä^nce, he left hdt ander the care <^a rehtion 
on whose ^radeiice he could rely. 

She had iately been> as he had kiformed 
Lord Gatnsford^ on a Visit to an aunt of her^s 
who lived in jSomersetshire; and wasnow^ a|t 
her uncle's request, just arrived. at his Town 
house. She was in her one and twenf ieth* 
year, not particialarly handsome^ but extremely 
pleasing. She had much nature about her, 
with somelittlö wit, which, however, sfce never 
«wiflfered to flow to wound the feelings of any 
one. It woüld be as well perhaps , if^ in that 
respect, her exam^le were more* followed, 
lively, and good humoured, she endeavoured 
tö render every one happy around her; but, 
as shö wis known to have ho fortune, her 
amiable disposition prdcured her few admirers; 
änd, Strange to tefl, she wanted less ; for,sih6 
had beeri told that when love once takes^pos- 
sesslon o( tfie breast, it too often imprarits a 
thom. ' * 

One momirigj soon after 'her retum to 
Töwn, she calied with Mi'. Illsdale ät Lord 
Gainsford's, and derived miih jileasure fröm 
seeing Maiy and Caröh'ne again ; ' thöugh, ou 
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öbservirtg the fcnmer^ she was grieved to be* 
hold a visible alteratiön in her manner^ for. 
her usual spirite seemed entirely to liave ibr- 
saken her. To recover Uiem she thought a 
little change might be of use, and therefore 
solicited Mary to spend a few days with her, 
at her uncle*8| in Devonshire Street« Mr« 
Elsdale wannly joined his solicitation^ which, 
meeting» in course^ with but a friendly op« 
Position frcmi Caroline and her parents^ she 
could not well have refused. The ürst op> 
portunity that oocurred, Harriet determined 
to question her respecting her too visible 
uneasiness. Aocordingly, oiie afternoon as 
they were sitting together in the drawing 
loom, she began the sulject by. saying^ she 
b<^>ed her motive would not be miscönstmed 
if in exenrising the privil^e of a friendj she 
inquired the reason of the depression of her 
qMrits! " Forgiveme,'* continued she, ." if 
I suspect it proceeds from a disappointjooent 
of a very tender nature! for^ I think^ I have 
heard it hinted that you have partly bestowed 
your affections! I trust you know nie better 
Chan to suppose that an idle curiosity proöipta 
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the inquiryr Mary took her frieud*$ baiul^ 
and pressed it With warmth. 

^ Ah Harrtet/* cried sbe, her countenance 
. sufliised with blushes ; ^' I trust you will never 
fed as I now do l yes, your suspicions are but 
too weil founded! But why should I hesitate 
to unbosom myself to my kind friend ! why 
acruple to reveal to you the secret of my 
heart! — Knüw then^ I am deceived in the 
tenderest part ! my foolish heart was too easily 
won by one, I thought, in every respect, wor- 
thy; but, I now see my error; heslights the 
love which he was once so eager to attain.** 

*^ Wretch!" exclaimed Harriet, ** andisit 
possible that you can feel a moment*s uneasi-* 
ness on his account? A cohtemptible being! 
to gain the aflections of a woman only to abuse 
them!— Oh! man — man — ^pitiful — ^unfecling 
man! But teil me, my love! who is he? Let 
me know his name that ^ 

" No— there you must pardon me;** in- 
terrupted Mary; " I can never expose the 
man I once professed to esteem. But enough 
of the subject; let us endeavour to find a 
more pl^ßing oüe!** 
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" Indeed/* returned Harriet/ *M carmot 
dismiss it so casily, though it certainly is not 
a vcry plcasant one. However, were I you, 
I should feel such infinite oohttmpt for the 
creature; that '^ ' .> 

" Ah, Harriet, Harriätj** ca^ied Mary 
shaking her head, " when once the heart haa 
received an impression, tis more difficult 
. than you may ixnagine, to efFace it." 

The sudden eutrance of Mr. Elsdale pre- 
vented Harriet's answer. He seemed iaa high 
spirits, aiid said, taking a haind of eädi, . that 
if the girls would promise to be very good, he 
would give them a treat by taking them to 
Drury Lane the next evening, to see Miss 
Duncau's Lady Teazle. . ^^ All the vvcjrld they 
say is to be there: — IVe heard she is very 
.clever :-— and as I haye a mind to see her, why 
perhaps, I may be induced to take you with 



me. 



*^ Indeed,'* said Harriet^ ^^ youVe sx very 
good creature, and so every body' ^ys, for •*--.'* 

*^ Tm sorry to interTupt you," cricd Mr. 
Elsdale, putting his band to her mouth; 
^ but if yoü meaa to päy xaeA compKment 
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hy what you have now said, Ltakeit to fae bot 
a poor one. For I always 8uspect the integrity 
of that man who has the' good opinion of 
-every one.*' 

When the next evening caise they repaired 
±o the theatre, and es they entered^ Mary*9> 
4ittentioii was not a litt}e excked by the lo&g^ 
mficesice of the structure. For a time» idae 
was. so lost in admiration^ that she even o^iaed 
ta think of fi^mck. As the hoose fiUed» 
ihe Company also occupied a part of her atr 
tentiod; and she could not but ohserve with 
a smile the complacent air of inany a pretty 
woman, who, ^»4iile she iooked round, seemed 
. io claim the adnüraticm of att present. The 
heaux too, she thought^ had their share of 
vanity, or why did they oontrive to place 
themselves in the most qcmsplciious parts of 
the house, adjusting every now and Üien their 
cravats, and taking a aly peep occasionally at 
themselves, or at their dress, reflected in the 
mirrors which adorn the pillars? But most pf 
all that excited her surprise, as well as yexatir 
.on, was, the continual opening and shutting of 
^e box doors, perhaps in the most ^^teresting 
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scenes of the play, by many of the latter 
gentry, who, she jüdged firom their manner 
came evidently only to^ seen; when having 
staid to show themselves sufiiciently, witlw 
drew to make room for others possessing equal 
Claims to admiration. The fashions^le buzz 
toO) ^hicb^ as she afterwards learned, distin« 
guishfed people of rank, who tnade it a rule 
hever to pay any attention to the play^ sihe 
regretted much^ as it prevented her froni 
hearing the performers ; but she then did not 
know that many of them went with no other 
purpose than to disturb the audience. The 
Performance of Miss Duncan she admired 
greatly, and by what she heard of the play 
jud^ed favorably of it. Between the acts 
as she and her friend stood up to take ä 
survey of the house ; Harriet rec<^nised in a 
handsome young man dressed in the extreme 
of iashion, a person whose face was familiär 
to her, but, who he was, or where she had 
Seen him, she could not at the moment, re- 
collect. At last, it Struck her. " The Lord 
bless me,** said she, as she pointed him out 
to Mary, '^ who would have thoughtit! no 
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wonder I did not reoollect bim.** She then 
laughed cxcessively; whiie Mary, surprised, 
asked her whom she meant, and what she was 
laiighing at. " Whatf crierf dae^ «* why 
Vm sorry to say at that^ which is almost too 
contemptible to exctte laiighter:— ^For would 
you believe it^ that the creature whom I had 
half a mind to claim an acquaintance witli, 
don*t Start, is no pther than my man milliner ? 
True, my dear, I assure you ! Indeed^ I re- 
member now to have been told, that hc is 
here every evening, dressed as you now see.*^ 

^ WeU but,"* Said Mary^ ^ I wonder he is. 
not fearfii) oS being knowikr 

" Why as to that;* retumed Harnet, '^a 
man who iias the foUy to wisii to appear what 
he is Boly haR generaUy assurance enough to> 
carry him througbJ* After looking round 
the house fot a moment^ she continued^ 
^ And^ as I live^ in the third bon froin ours 
ovk the left, iaanother countesfeit young man 
of fashicHi 1 he was my dancing master.. They 
say his chief reliance is aa the el^ance q€ 
hisbow — ha! ha! ha! Soyou see,, mylove^ 
we*ce beset on all sides^ from the Lor<l m 
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waiting^ to the .dancingmaster and man mil- 
liner." 

Mary was much surprised at what Harriet 
told her, and like her, feit the most sovereign 
contempt for such.empty coxcombs. 

Mr. Elsdale who overheard.part of their 
conversation, detennined to carry it on, and 
pohiting out to them on theopposite sideof 
thehouse, alittlequeerfigureof aman, with 
a large wig and small cocked hat on, " He 
is another,'* said he, " whose interest it is 
to impose on the world by false appearances; 
he's a quack doctor, and gets bis living by 
puffing. You may see Alis advertisements in 
the morning-papcrs daily. He therein under- 
takeö to provide a remedy for diseases whidi 
exist not except in the imaginatiön ; and as a 
hire to the Ignorant and vain, Iives in style. 
So that, it is said^ he has many of that de- 
scription of patients, who make it a rule never 
to employ a medical man unless he keeps a 
carriage. However to do him justice he is 
not the only one in Towri, who owes his suc- 
cess in his profession to a handsome equipage 
xnor^ than to his abilities/' 



¥IBTUE AND TICB. isi 

The afterpicce was a grand ballet of action, 
the sceneiy of which was exceedingly beautU 
ful : — But Mary, was afterwards heard to say, 
that she thought it an insuh to the under* 
Standing of the first people in Britain to 
introduce upon the stage any Performance that 
did not^ in some measure, tend to interest the 
feelings, and improve the heart. 



h6 



15« VIRTUE AND VI«. 



CHAPTER Xm 



\YlTH fespect to the imsunderstanding^ 
which now unfortunately subsisted beiween 
Frederick and Mavy^ my reader& willnaturally 
attribute it fco the consummate arts of Love- 
gate^ partieulatly as they have before beea 
given to upilerstaiid that a cookiesa had^, for 
Seme time^ existed between them. In fiict 
their mutual enemy had taken every opportu* 
nity to induce them to b^eve that they no 
tonger entertained afl^ion for each other^ 
and w'hich he tliß more readily efiected by 
pretending to be the friend of both parties.: 
Jt may be recoUected that he intended at ficst^ 
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to maSne Frederick acqiiainted with his paiti« 
ality for Mary, but, after he had been a few 
tfmes to Lord Gainsfofd*s, (with whom^ in 
particular, he had contrived ta make friends^) 
he saw dearly the afFection which Mary en* 
tertained for Frederick, and that unless he 
couki manage to ^min him in her opinion, 
bis chance ot succeeding with her himself 
wouM be but little. But this, he knew, was 
not to be done hastily; accordingly he pro- 
oeeded with so much caution, that Miss Ho« 
ward and her friends, harboured not the least 
suspicionof bis viltany* Even the temporary 
absence of Frederick from Town, he faiied 
not to render subservient to his purposes, 
Indeed before Frederick went into ComwaH^ 
he strongly suspected from the increasing 
reserve m Macy*s manner> as well as ia his 
patyon*s> Ihat his Visits lo Fortman Square 
were less wekome than they formerly were^ 

• 

wbidi induoed him to lepeat them but seklom« 
This was exactly what Lovegate wished ; thus 
noch his plans had succeeded, when Frede-r 
rick retumed to Town. On bis arrival, bis 

aervant. delivered to him a ktter which conc* 
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vinced him of what he had lately foreboded, 
that he had lost the aftectiöns of his beloved 
Mary. It simply stated that au attachment 
to be permanent raust be founded on esteem;^ 
and, that^ as hi3 conduct ktterly had failed td 
excite hers, he could not ^b^.sürprised if her 
attachment subsisted no langer/ And finally^ 
she desired him to desist from thinking of 
he|r in any other light tlian as an acquaintance. 
^* Then she . is fake at last !:" jexclaimed he, 
as he crushed the.letter in an agony of grief. 
** Oh ! Is it for this I have cherished her be 
loved Image I For this I have k>ved her better 
than myselfl Great Godf have I deserved 
this ? Are these the happy fruits crf" disinte^ 
rested love? Pshawi — disinterested did I cal 
it ? Such, love exists not now. Woman, hj 
nature frail and vain, woos only avarice ta 
glut her vanity, and to gl©ss over her vices^ 
Deceitful Mary 1 when fiist i «aw thee,' coqM 
I have thought that thy sweet artless lookß 
concealed a fickle heart } I found thee^ as i 
fondly hoped^ amiable and good; I looked 
not for deceit in sembled innocence ! But hm 
am I deceivod^ hcm ^rossly dooejt^ed f* 
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In exclamations like these, hc vented his 
feelings ; but the moment they would sufFer 
him, he wrote to Mary, not to upbraid her-^ 
no— that bis pride forbade ; but to assure her, 
that he feit periectiy unconscious of meriting 
the reproacl) which, she had been pleased to 
cast lipon bis conduet; and that^ if she would 
permit bim to justify it, which he certainly 
could most easily, it would only be rendering 
him justice. To tbis letter he received no 
answer; so that all hopes of a reconciliation 
taking place between them^ fled. . Wretched, 
and caring little now what became of him, 
he sufFered Lovegate to lead bim intoscenes 
of revelry, trusting that they would, at least, 
lull bis mis^y : — ^but ah ! bow sooa did he find 
out bis error I How soon did remorsc increaae 
his wretchedness, and teach him, that virtue 
only can support the mind under the severest 
pressure of misfortuneü 

At tbis crisis, he again sought his neglected 
friend, his library; and one morning, in 
looking over the difFerent books, took up one 
which treated on moral subjects, A passage 
€gon cauglU his eye;— «it was to tbis eifect» 



100 VIRTÜE ÄND VICE. 

** There is notliing surely that can evince 
more plain]y the folly of man than by seeking 
to drown reflecUDn^ or to banish disappoiilt- 
ment^ in the vortex of dissipation. He^ who 
attempts to do tbis^ aggravates his inqtüetude; 
he, as it were, fans the flanie to eonsiiine 
hiinself» He reaembles a mariner^ who, lured 
by smiling skies, puts to sea, nor e*er suspocts 
a storm. But^ if the wind whistle, or the 
tempest kywer^ cager to reach some fHendly 
port^ he stiains hfs eyes in search c^ land^ 
and find» the fiikhless rock. Vain are all bis 
eflforts now; the vessel dashes ^^inst its 
foaming sides, and death and horror dose 
the scene.*^ FVederick sbat the book, and 
haited in lepenting sorrow retuming peace. 
He was resotved, (or the future, to^untlie 
€(»Trpaiiy of hia new associates^ and to retura 
to hia studies. " Thoiigh,** said he, " I nu^ 
be unhappy^ I will no loi^er be deservedly 

He n«w, verjr rarely, went to Ixml Gain^^ 
ford*8; JM^y was lost to htm ; and Lovegate>, 
Unding that his Scheines had succeeded, b^gan 
ta treat him with insolenoe and contempU 
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With Tegard to Mary^ however, Lovegate 
had been less fortunate ; for tvhcn she found 
that he widbed to renew his addresses, he met 
wiäi no better encouragement than before. 

In the midst of his distress, Frederick 
had still one friend left, who though he had 
been led to think less highly of him than he 
wished, sttH pitied him, and cheered him 
with a prospect of better days. " Dark 
clouds,** Said he to him, one day in his library^ 
'< be assured, will not always hang over you ; 
they most soon discharge their bürden. The 
heaviest storms are succeeded by a calm, and 
while they last, we can only catch at every ray 
of light that intervenes between them, To 
sink ander them, is unwcH-thy of us.** 

** True sir,** retumed Frederick, " but 
there is no ray of light for me, save that 
which shines in you ; all eise is gloom and 
darkness; all forsake me but you.** 

*^ Nay, young man,** rqoined Mr. Eis 
dale, " there you are wrong ; there is one, 
atleast, besides myself, with whom compared 
lam butas an insect sparkling in the sun beam 
of a summer*s day; one, who will n^ver for- 
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sake you \vhile you continue virtuous. I once 
flattered myself you were so, and I would 
fain thhik that you are so stiU; and that 
some sccret enemy has misr^presented your 
conduct— for — — ** 

'* Alas!" interrupbed Fredencky ^^ I have 
my faults as others have. I hope not worse. 
Butwho could seek torender me raore lowhr 
than r am! and yet, as you say, sooie one 
must have misrepreseuted my oonduct^ er he 
whb protected my bapless kifancy, would 
never treat me as he does. O Mr. Elsdalet 
could I but repay the detrt I owe, I should fed 
comparatively happy ; but, to be obliged to the 
man who thinks me unworthy of the favors 
he has lavished Qn me, wounds me to the 
quick :" — ^more wildly, " Büt, there will come 
a time when the secrets of all hearts shall be 
disclosed — when — but no matter" — ^after 9 
' pause, " Mr. Elsdale, J have been driven to 
rendjr mysdf CQi^temptible in my own'sight; 
I have had every hope crushed } not ffom any 
fault of mine, I call God to wtness. To my 
patron I have feit and still feel the wärmest 
emotions pf gratitude and lovej I had no^ 
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thing eise to repay him with ; I have nothing 
eise now; but to a heart like his tliat would 
be every Vhing, did he regard me as he once 
iüd." 

" I beliey« it/' cried Mr- Elsdale greatly 
afFected, " I believe it. He has the best of 
hearts ; but be patient, and if you are accused 
wrongfully^ doubt not^ time will elucidate ali. 
But there is another subject we have not yet 
toudaed npon ! I mean that of the daughter 
of my feiend, to whpm, I knovv, yqu oiwe 
paid your addresses, and whom, I hope^ I only 
feai*, you have treated illü 

Ohr cried Frederick, *^ pardoil me, Sir! 
hut, jio not mock my misery .; I used her ill l 
HO — ^'tis she wbo has — 






Hold — ** inteitupted Mr. Elsdale, '' I 

will not hear my friend's child felsdy accused ; 

• 

neither should I have expected it from you!'* 
Frederick — '^ By heavens I accuse her not 
falsely; would that I almost did!— -No — she 
has destroyed my peace for ever". much af- 
iected. 

*^ Frederick," exclaimed Mr. Elsdale, 
what mean you? Speak, I pray you ? 'tis .5 
first recjuest I ever made ; — ^deny it me, and- 
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*' Wliat would you say r^ hastily intemipted 
Frederick; ** Oh ! my friend, my ooly friend ! 
thc instant I cease to esteem you, will, I hope 
be the last of my hfe; but to accede to your 
request — ^I must — ^no— no— I cannot; indeed 
.1 cannot." 

Mr. Elsdale — ^And wby not? what prtYents 
you? Why thus suiier me to suspect the in- 
tegrity of your conduct? Why refuse to 
vindicate your injured honor; for injured I 
trust it is, though appearances are against 
you-?'' 

" Because," answered Frederick firmly, 
*' I must reflect on one whose honor is dear^r 
to me than my own — oh ! Mary ! 

Frederick," returned Mr. Elsdale, calmlyi 

Injure not that sweet maid by any illiberal 
isuspicion! Trust me, . she is virtue's seif ; IVe 
known her from her in^^ncy^ and a better 
daughter, or a more virtuous girl, never blessed 
a father." 

^* Iknowit well;'' hastily cried Frederick; 
'^ I know she's every thing that the heart of 
man could wish for — ^but — if it mustbe so, it 
must;. know then, she has deceived me great« 
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1y; but here is her letter; read it; and tben 
teil me, if I have aocused her falsely!** 

Mr. £lsdale took the letter, and while he 
was reading it^ his countenance changed fn> 
quently ; when, having read it^ he exclaimed 
vehemently, ^' My life on*t, she wrotc it 
not; I know her too well; and to speak my 
mind fisim\y, I am fearful/ some secretenemy 
haSy for a kngth of time, been busily em- 
ployed in creating a mutual distrust between 
you. But let me show her the letter, and if 
she acknowledges that she wrote it, I am 
strangely mistaken« You shall hear from me 
shortly. To-night I intend to take her to the 
masquerade; in hopes that it might raise her 
spirits, I have insisted that she should go iß 
character, so that she and Harriet will be two 
shepherdesses for the evenmg, while I shaü 
attend them as a countrymaQ. My Loni 
Gainsford*s family will meet us there in pri» 
vate dresses. For the present adieu i** 

As he was going, Frederick aeized his^hand 
and pressed it afTectionately; ^^ If,** said he, 
^' my angel did not write the letter, then am 
I the hiqppiest of the happy. At all events, I 
can ti€V€r express my gratitude to you T* 
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« Pshaw!** cried Mr. Elsdale, ^^ I havÄ 
done notliing to deserve it. And with respect 
to this affiiir, if it shoukl tum out as I think 
it will, I shall hßye acted only under the dU 
rection of that power, who, one day or other, 
always brings the truth to Hght. Once raore 
adieu r 

He then walked hastily away, leaving Pre*^ 
derick invoived in anxious hop^ and fears» 
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CHAPTBR XV» 



W HILE these thitigs were going forwärd 
in Town, Mr. Howard was quietly passing 
his time ät the village of M» ^* ' / Heoccä* 
«ionally heard from•Ed^vard'ahd Mary, büt 
not a word was' nientioned Uy the latter of 
Frederick;- nör of her (Jedinirig * State of 
health; In her ktfers^ she generaH^äÖoded 
to the aimjsemetrts,"chftraci!eri8tic% -licr &c, 
of fesHiori{*le lifft :.i--- :. - 

In tme of theraj she a^ui^ her fathef 
Ihat" he cbuW tiaire no id'eat <i(^ the 'strangß 
kiconsistentei^s that-'peiVade ' drnost' every 
el&ss of p^pte in Tbwn. ** Here," «aid shej 
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•* they invite each other to their parties, not 
out of respect, bat simply to fill their 
rooms. *Tis of little consequence of whom 
they consist, so that they are sufßciently 
numerous to form a fashkmable squeeze. 
While the rage for play is carried on to such a 
pitch^ that 3'ou can scarce ent^ a drawing 
rooin, that you will not find the loveliest fea^ 
tures distorted by anxiety at the card table« 
Or^ if not thus engaged^ the conversation is 
almost sure to tum on scandal^ fashions^ and 
the like. In short^ what with cards, &shU 
ons^ moming rides, and evening concerts^ 
the time of many of the dashing helles is sq 
whoUy taken up, that *tis very unfortunate 
they ciy, with a yawn, but, ppsitively^ th^y 
have not a leisure moment to devote to friend- 
-ship. Whtle prosperity lasts indeed^ Uie 
seihbfance of it is kept up; but if that de* 
cline, tjhe distant air«-^the contemptuous 
smile — ^then alone ^>pear8f and the uitfortu- 
natei or imprudent^ are lefi to sufl^r the bitter 
«arcasmsof Üiöse who once called them their 
dearest friends» Again» here^^ Jtio respect is 
f aid to the man^ bot to bis fortunej and b^ 
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; thaf has the largest^ claims the most. Oh ! 

how happy shall I be to ^ee again- those poace- 

ful scenes which can alone melioiate the 

aft'ections, and ei^ge the heart. Indeed, 

my dear Cither, I almost envy you the enjoy- 

ment of them, for though clad in a wintry 

garb, tlicy still have charms to a pure unso- 

phisticated mind. Here, indeed, they teil 

iHjGi» they. are' absolutely amazed that any one 

can live in the country during the winter, bot, 

I fiiidy they jiidge of others by themselves^ 

: wbiqh can.be thp only reason of their amaze- 

ment; for^ engaged as some of themare 

perpetually in the way I^ have described> I 

don't >vonder at their disgust for the country^ 

^i¥Jiiich favors only rational emplcyment To 

! JJ^§ ^ ^^ aiagnifioent appearanoe of many 

. cßjil^ streets and Squares, one would suppose 

^ .that 1^ chief happiness of man consisted in 

: h«fi»g f}^. houses." 

^ . ])4r|rl{#\v$rd read her sentiments with in- 
'.ijiiiftiß^iäfaejtion; for to be candid, his f^ears 
[)^f her^iiiibibii^g a taste for the pleasures of 
^STown, rendered him the more unwilling to 
. ^l?tr#f ith hen ;*^ Butifind," saiAhe, ^^she 
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is my daughter still: — ^her good sense and 
üxed principles, have taught her to view them 
in their proper light. Besides in Caroline 
and Lady Grainsford^ she has had the benefit 
of a good example^ therefore, perhaps, half 
the merit is due to thein." 

He frequently reoeived pressinginvitätions 
from Lord Gainsford and Mr. Eisdale^ but as 
frequently dedined accepting them, *^ Little 
do they kfiow me,** would he often say, *^ if 
they imagine I would 'acöcftt df them.*" 

In Lord G's letters, he Was mudi surprised 
that Frederick*s name was never mentioned, 
but imputed it to his Lordshsp*s fargetJFuInesa« 
f He was also greatly surprised that he^had not 
'Ueard from Frederick himself. Bütwiihres- 
pect to the former circumstance, it prodeeded 
from a very difFerent cause to that which Mr. 
-Howard supposed; for Frederick had now, 
by the base insinuations^f Lov^gate> Suffi^^ 
much in hls patron's qpiniön; whb^ as he 
imagined, that he could >not Vtrith tfuth säy 
any thing favomble Of him, had declined 
• tnentioning his name at äU. He, hötvevcr, 
ÄtiU assiSted Frederidk in pecuiriary ^Öttb^'rn^ 
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as far as he judged pnident; but, as the lattef 
had begun to establish himself in bis profes- 
siofi, bis sphit could il! brook the idea of 
laying himself under an additioiial Obligation 
to the man who thoiight bim unwörthy of the 
kindhess he had received. He fdt that Lord 
Gainsford had been to him a secönd father; 
— as such he claimed bis utmost giiititude ;— 
this he possessed in a tenfold degree: but^ 
now that he had withdrawn bis good ppinion, 
and, bis conscience told him, without any 
cause, on bis part, he thought it would be 
ineurring his contempt also, if he sought to 
regain it by cringing to bis humoun ^^ What- 
ever may be my wish," said he, ** to corivince 
his Lordship he has wronged me, I must still 
respect myself.** 

Ever since his conversation with Mr. Els- 
dale, from reflecting on several circumstances, 
he began to suspect that, as bis friend ob- 
served to him, there must be.some secret 
enemy who had lessened him in the opinioii 
of his patron, and Mary; and from the altered 
behaviour of Lovegate lately, he strongly 
suspected him: — ^the more so, as he recoU 

i2 
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Jected, to have heard Miss Howard say, that 
Lovegate had teased her.inuch with his 
importunities at the villaga This led hiin 
on yntil he fancied he could see through the 
U'hole o£ Lov^ate's proceedings at once. 
" If/ Said he, ** the letter which I have 
given Mr, Elsdale to show Mary, was not 
writtcn hy her, shall I not have reason to 
conclude tliat it was written by the same per- 
son who has traduced my character to Lord 
Gainsford ? Certainly.; — and, if ^that person 
ßhould prove to be Lovegate, his motive in 
\vriting it, may be -easily defined.** 

Hi^ thoyghts now involuntarily roved to 
the intelligftpce he had received from Mr. 
tlsdale respectinghis.accompanying his niece 
and Mary to the masquerade. It is ahnost 
iieedless to add tliat he wighed much to be of 
their party, but, that, he knew, could not 
be allowed, until an explanation of some kind, 
had takcn place betw qen hira and Mary ; un- 
less he could contrive to disguise himself 
sufficiently as not to be reeognised, " If I 
coLild manage that," said he, *^ I could con- 
verse with my still beloved girl, and, iixsonie 
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ineasure, put her üpon her guard against the 
fiiture machinations of Lovegate." 

Accordingly wheh the time came, the möre 
readily to prevent discovery, he dressed him-. 
seif in the character of a fortuneteller, and 
repaired to the Opera House, ' anxiously en- 
deavouring to distinguish Mary and her party 
from the rest of the crowdi He, at length," 
succeeded; when going up to her, and per- 
ceiving that öhe was alarmed, said, fciking her 
hand, ^ So fair a shepherdess surely must 
needs wisb tahave her fortune toH!^ . . . 

* 

*^ Ohh nor" replied Harriet, wiHing- to 
relieve her, " our fortune'» told already. We 
are to spqnd our days in tending harmless 
sheep: — in driving them to the greenest pas- 
tures;-— and in guarding them from ravenous 
wolves." 

^* True, pretty shepderdess;'* retumed Fre- 
derick; " but that'is yöur^mployfnentonly 
a part of the day;-*-a more pleasing öne 
«ueceeds." ' 

^' Indeedr saidHarriet; " atidpray what 

l§lt? ' . 

Frederick. — " Does not nature tA\ thce 

. i3 
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sweet maid ? to listen to the tender tale? of a 
beloved shepherd : to breathe, in gentle sighs, 
the name of Alexis; and to repay bis honest 
love with a soft return.'* 

" Ah, but,** retumed Harriet» " where 
we come irom^ they say we must not listen ta 
such talk as this ; ibr there is no faoniefit--^true 
love now." 

^^ Say they so my pretty one?"* exclaiaied 
Fxederick} ^^' thenbelieve them not; for HI 
have any skill in palmistry^ the keeoest 
anguish has been endured for this fa!a shc^ 
berdess:** taking Mar/s band, and examining 
the palm; '* Yes! much miseiy has beea 
endured for her sake; as, if^ I see rights these 
\i^es bespeak;* 

^^ But, perhqps/ said Harnet^ who^ as 
she had gone in character, determined to 
Support it as well as shecould; ^^ perhi^s^ 1 
say> those lines deceive yöuT 

ph! impossible;** answered Frederick; 

our knowledge, pretty shepherdess, is too 

great to be deceived. , fiut/' examining still 

the palm of our heroine's hand; ^' I traoe the 

lines of some impending evil; beware of wly 
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man. The fairest flower too oft excites the 
spoiler^s wish.** 

Maiy, who was now recovered from her 
embansassment^ oould not avoid expressing 
her fears to Harriet that she was Lnown; for 
t)iough she had not the least recoUectioa of 
the voice of the fortuneteller^ so suocessfuHy 
l^id Frederiok disguised his; yet^ from.wfaat 
she had h^ard^ she judged that the person who 
a^^ressei^ them was not equally Ignorant of 
her» 

Frederick, iinding that he distressed her, 
soon walked ofF. He still however kept in 
s^ht, tlH>ugh he did not ^re to address her 
again donx^ the Qvening. There were pre- 
sent, as usiial, many pretended wits, and 
diflerent characters; though few had any 
daims to merit. vThescene, infact, was not 
exactly cakulated to please the refined ideas 
ofMary, whowished, not a few times during 
the evening, that ^e had been with her dear 
father at the village. Amongst those cha- 
racters which were decidely the best, our forr 
tuneteller must be classed; whose attentioit 
was shortly after he left Mary, excited^ by 

£4 
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the odd manner of a character attired in a 
kind of Spanish dress, which was a lang black 
cloak that trailed upon the ground, with a 
large hat turned up beföre; in the front of 
which was ä white feather. Tlie first time • 
Prederick observed this character was when ' 
hewäsconversing, seemingly in a warm man- 
ner with twoothers dressed simikr to himself^ 
with the lexception of the white plume; in a 
remote part of the house. He then^ to hi^ 

surprise, saw the one whom he had first rio- - 

* * • ' ... 

ticed^ point to two chäracterö dressed as nuns, 
as if he wished to direct the attention of the 
two in black cloaks to them. He, at length, - 
seemed to make them cotnprehend th^ cha* - 
racters. he meant; which he had söarcely 
done before they left him. He still remained 
where he was, apparentiy watching the two- 
nuns. Frederick thought his cohduct very 
Strange, and in bis turn, resolved ta watch 
him. As he stood, with that intent, the 
two nuns, attended by a father confessor ap- • 
proached ; so that he had an opportonity to 
observe thcir figures attentively, which ap* 
peäred to be extremely elegant, and not uhüke. 
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. only one was somewlmt taller than the other. 
He now tooked for the character in the Spa- 
nish dress, but, to his mortificatiori, he had 
disappeared. From knowing the nature of the 
place he wafe in, hq suspected that there was 
some design formed against these nuris, and 
if so, he hoped to frustrate it by |mtting thein 
on their guard . Accordingly he wcnt up with 
the Intention to address them, but was pre- 
vented by the old friar, who, on seeing him 
approach, cried out, ^^ Avaunt, thou subtle 
disciple of the Devil! seek not to taint with 
thy pestilential breath the purity of these 
devoted cliildren, or " 

*^ Holy fatlier," interrupted Frederick, '' I 
respect the order of their scciety too much 
willingly to offend their ear; but permitme 
to say, that they whosc mimls are devoted 
wholly to religion, may, perchance, sufter 
greatly from thebase designsof others.** 

'' And from none more'than from yoür 
Order, good fortuntcHer !" returned the friar. 

By this time a considerable nurnber of 
masks were assembled round Frederick and 

I 5 
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thc friar, the latter of whom they joined in the 
laugh against our fortuneteller^ who, rather 
piqued^ returned hastily» ** Nay, holy father, 
you judge more harshly than your betters; 
and by the skill I boast, I know that deceit is 
not utterly discarded from among your sect ; 
.for, who can deny, that, when youVe giving 
absolution to many a fair nun, yoo do not 
squeeze their hands with warmlh that ill be- 
come8 your sacred ofBce} Beauty ia not the 
less regarded tliough it be immured in a 
convent.** 

" Oh! blasphemy;'* bawied out the friar, 
" impious wretch, begone!*' 

" Nay, be not thus angry,** exciaimedone 
of the nuns, in a sweet voice, " it becomes 
not your holy Order. Besides, the stranger 
TOeantnoharm." 

" Syweet emblem of innoGence>" said Fre- 
derick, •' I.thank thee. Thy friendly inter- 
Position shaU"npt go unrevvarded. Know then, 
that, by the planets of to-night, some scheine 



is — ;' 



Jüst as he had said these words, he observed 
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Mr. Elsdale*s party pointing him out to Lord 
Gainsford's family, for such, he suppos^ 
them to be; and, as he was fearful of being 
recognised, he instantly mixed in the crowd . 
The character in the Spanish dress still oo 
cupied his thoughts, though he wasnowno 
where to be seen. The nuns too, he, shortly 
aft«*, missed. Tired, with the insipitlity of 
the scene, and not trusting him seif to speak 
to his beloved Mary a second time lest he 
should be discovered, he was preparing to go, , 
wHen, at the entrance of tlie Opera House, 
he observed a tumult liad taken place. On 
his inquiring into the cause of which, he was 
informed,. that, as two ladies habited as nuns, 
attended by a gentlepnan in the character of 
a^friar, weregetting to their carriage, oneof 
them was Suddeuly separated from her party, 
and carried oiT. It Struck him instantly, that 
they were the two whom he had addressed, 
and that, in all probability, his suspicions o£ 
the Intention of the character in the Spanish 
dress, were not groundless; He sighed at 
the idea,and regrotted deeply that he had been 

1 Ö 
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prevented by the old friar, fix)m putting them 
more efiectually upon their guard. As he 
rode home, he reflected <m the character of 
the seducer, " Yes/' said he, " to gratify 
a brutal passion he plunges bis victim into 
irretrievable shame; — ^renders her hateful to 
herseif; — obnoxious to the world; — and lost 
to her wretched parents. Oh! callous must 
be the heart that can purchase a momentary 
gratification at another's infamy ! — and, base, 
indeed, the soul, that meanly takes advanlage 
of uhsuspecting innocencel Who is he that 
calls himself a man, that vaunts his prowes& 
o'er a woman's feil ? The needy, half starved 
wretch, that rendered desperate by ne<?essity, 
robs his fellow of a paltry purse, is doomed to 
die; the laws of his couhtry enforce the sen- 
tence, while the seducer though far guiltier, 
cscapes unpunished ; nay more, laughs at the 
poor victim of his villany; and, fiendlike, 
glories in her shame. A few months passed 
äway, his desires satiated, he leaves her to 
penury and want. No parents tlien to whom 
she durst appeal-^for if they live, they liave 
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long since disowned a wretch like her; des- 
pairseizes her soul ; sorrow impairs her health ; 
and in the blossom of herdays, she withers, 
fades, arid dies. While the author of her 
min, pursues his aecustomed pleasures ; roves^ 
in search of other prey, nor thinks of her 
whose untimely death he alone has cause^.. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



1 HE affair menitioned in the last chapter 
was soon buzzed about Ihe Opera House^ and 
presently reached theeärs of Mr. Elsdale and 
his party^ whö immediately hastened away*. 
Rideed Mary, was so surprised when she first 
heard of it, that she could scarcely believe it 
to be true; for she then did not know that a 
masquerade was aa entertainment calculated 
chiefly to answer abandoned purposes. The 
next morning the papers, as usual^ contra- 
dict^d each other in stating the particulars of 
it. For a time, it so much engrossed the 
attention of the public, that little, oriiothing 
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* 

eise, was talked of. If you weRt into Com- 
pany, the first question put to you, was, 
** Well, have you heard of the strande afFair 
at the Opera Housje? 'pon my life, it was 
very shocking, if it was not the lady's own 
}danning!!r 

Some thought a temporary absence might 
he convenient, and declared that they gave 
her credit for the contrivance. Oth^s pitied 
the poor thing's indiscretion from the bottom 
of thcir souls:— while a few, a " noble few,** 
scomed to condemn, if they could not ap- 
prove. 

Mr. Elsdale had, on the night before re^ 
quested Mary to attend him the next morning 
in his study at eleven, as he told her, he 
wished to speak with her, in private. Mary,. 
though surprised at his request, promised to 
be there at the time appointed; and on his 
repairing thitber, he found that she had kept 
her Word» He then said^ taking her band 
afiectionately, that his chief object in re- 
questing her attendance, was, to inform her 
öf the subject of his Conference with Frede- 
rick w the precediüg morning. " Hearing 
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my love," said he, " that he had used you 
ill, I was resolved to tax him with it; \vhen 
to my surprise, he evinced the^ greatest agi- 
tation; and,, in iine, I prevailed upon him*, 
at length,. to teil me, that he coneeived you 
had treatcd him ill. To corroborate which, 
he requested me to read this letter;" here 
Mr. Ekdale took from his^ pocket book tbe 
0ne which Prederick had given him ; " Now, 
before we say any thing further on this sub- 
Ject^ teil me candidly did- you^ of did you not 
wTiteit?'*' 

Mary took the letter, and. havihg slightly 
looked it over, her countenance changed, 
while »he answered> ^f No sir; I did notj 
6ood Heavens! how could he suspeet thati 

didr- 

^^ I told him so/' returned Mr. E — oven- 
jöyed, "• I knew you did not write it. Oh! 
the villain! But Fll go directly, and set his 
heart at rest; for if I mistake not, he has 
sufFered as much on youraceount, asyoucan 
possibly have done on bis." 

" I pray you sir," exclaimed'Mary, catch- 
ing hold of his coat, " do not go ; let him 
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reijiain in bis error if he will: He should not 
liave suspected me." 

^* I teil you what, my dear," said Mr. Els-^ 
dale gravely, '" I like that s|>ecch of yours- 
less than any I eirer heard you make. * Had he 
tiot reasön to suspect? Then why let a false 
delicacy stand between you and happiness! 
Trust. me, it maynot atall times^ be within 
yx)urreach." ' 

Mary wasf too agitated to reply j — her tears 
'ilowed&st; tfaough^ perhaps^ her heart was 
mote at ease than it had been for some time i 
for tears do not always flow from grief. 

Mr. Eisdale saw her agitation, and well 
kneivv the cause that oecasioned it; but he* 
deemed it most prudent to take no notice of 
it. He therefore added, ** As I intend to* 
bring him back with me to dine, I trust my 
love, yöu will peceive him pclitely at least, if 
nothing furtber. ' i shäll feave it to him to en- 
suire the rest." Ho thcn closcd the stucfy door 
after him, and hastened to Frederick's apart- 
nwmts. 

As soon as he was gone, Mary dried her 
Gyes, and wehtin search of Harrict, to whom 
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she related all that: had passed between Mr. 
Elsdale and herseif;, and, afterwards, asked 
her opinion respecting the line of conduct she 
should adopt to Frederick. For, though, she 
feit inwardly pleased to find that he was not 
so culpable as she had imagined^ yet^ there 
vras another circumstance still to. be accounfcad' 
for, which was the lett^ she had received^ 
sighed by his naine; though, on beihg assured; 
by Mr« Elsdale, that his regisd fbr her was aa 
great as ever, and being coavinced that base^ 
means had been taken to alienate their affeeti^ 
ons from eaehother, she was wilHng to hope 
that that al30 was a forgery. Her fitend was 
of the same way of thinking, and begged her 
eamestly to think of Frederick as älie once 
di4« While they were conversing, tc^ether, 
she often tpok a sly peep at the glass, tliough 
totally unconscious of it herseif; and said a 
. thousand things that betrayed the lightness 
of her heart. Indeed^ Harriet archly ob- 
served, that she had reoovered her spirits 
wondcrfully since the n^oming. She blushed ; 
aiid told her friend she wasvery provoking. 
In the xpcan time, Mr. Eladale had reached 
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Fr€derick*s lodgings, and to bis surprise as 
well as vexation, was informed by bis servant 
that he had left Town that morning about aa 
hour ago, " He seemed to be in a great 
burry," coaücmed William^ " and left word, 
be did not kncm where he was going. I think. 
myself sir^ *tis aH owing to a letter be just 
received ; but be did not say a wosd about il 
to me." 

Mn Elsdale knew not what to thtnk;. he 
liad told Frederick that on tbis morning be. 
woüld know the. truth, wbetber tbe ietter 
wfaich he had recdv^ and whicb he bad 
addhiced as a pioof that be bad peasoiek t^ 
Üiink bimaelf injured^ was written by Mary> 
or aot! Gfe had been satasfied as to that^ and 
as he had promised^ was.now come to satisfy 
Frederick also, tf possible, on that head. 
But, when he found him gone, and without 
saying a word of bis intention, he coukl 
scarcely refrain from tbiidcmg unfavorably o£ 
bim. He, however, pcesently silenced these 
suggestions, by adhering to bis invariable 
ruie, ncver to pass sentence until hQ had 
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given the accused an opportunity to justify 
themselves. 

But how to unfold the afFair to Mary, he 
kuew not. He was fearful that she would 
feel it severely; " For what," said he, " can 
be more distressing toone of her refined ideas^ 
than the appearance of a slight from a be- 
loved object?** 

In deliberating on the best way to reveal it 
to her, he had unconsciously strolled into the 
neighbourhood of Portirian Square. He then^ 
re3plved to call at Lord 6äinsford*s, and in« 
quire of his family if they knew of Fredef ick'sr 
hasty departure! To his surprise, however, 
they knew nothing of it until he had informed 
them; and tus Lordsbip shortly after said, 
^^ I have, for some time, been fearful. thafc^ his 
conduct has strangely altered ^— indeed, I am 
sorry to say, that he seems conscicms* of it 
hims'elf, for he has seldom been her&pf late. 
But he no longer requires assistance; that 
may be one reason." 

<^ Nay,*' exclaimed Mr. E — -, " there you 
wrong him! wliatevcr his other faiHngs may 
be, he is, at least, free from ingratitudcv 
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( ^^ Whyi iii truth, my good friend^'* re- 
*urned Lord G — y " every species of art is 
now so prevalent, that/t is a difficult .matter 
to know the real sentiments of men." 

Mr. Elsdale. — ^^ Whatever his may have 
been represented to you my Lord, I do not 
pretend to know. Icanonlysay, that, with 
respect to you, in my hearing, they ha\x5 
been such as do honor to his heart. He has 
frequently regretted to me the unfortunate 
misunderstanding that subsists betweenyou; 
and declared^ that, to be reinstated in your 
^good opinion, was his most fervent wish. 
But, my Lord, his mind is. framed in no 
common mould, and as he avers that he is 
. unconscious of meriting your displeasure^ ha 
feels the weight of his Obligation increased by 
the supposed ingratitude with which he re- 
quites it." ' 

." Mr. Elsdale,** rejoined his Lordship, 
^^ you, who know me, can judge, whefther 
in patronising bim, I consulted aught but my 
own feelings and his wel&re! Though, I am 
aware, that in somej ostentation is an.exceU 
lent spur to the Performance of many a good 
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action. Such, perhaps, liave litde claims to 
the gratitude 6f tbe person befiiended! But, 
I hope, I may say, I am free even from a 
suspidon of that nature; at least, I feel, I dö 
not deserve iL The same feelings which in- 
duced me to take pity upon the little inßint 
in the wood, have influenced me to continue 
to him'my frienddiip through thepast stages 
t>f his life; and, I oonfess to yoa, I loved 
the boy ahnost as well as if he had been my 
own; and flattered myself, that^ if he attained 
theiige of manhood, he would repay me with 
his grateful afiection. Instead of which-^ 
hut no matter;— the subject^s painful*** 

My Lord,** cried Mr. Elsdale, afiected, 
my Lord, Vm a sad fool; — but — youVe 
touched my feelings. However, sufler me to 
say, in the world, the tongue of slander is 
ever busily employed to depreciate merii, and 
stops not its venom, until its objeet is accom- 
plished. Pör instlanee, with respect to Fre'- 
derick whose conduct, we have been led to 
suppose, towards Mary, is unwarrantable 
toadegree;-— ^hen, in fact, he deserves our 
pity rather than oür öensure.** 
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He then related the particulars of the fcn*- 
giM-y of Mary's natne to the letter, which had 
caused Fredcärick to conciude that he no lon- 
ger possessed her afiections. During the 
xeeital Lord Gr — was too itnüch sarprised to 
atfcetnpt to Interrupt Mn/Elsdale,. though he 
cQuM not avoid>thinkmg with him^ that the 
samefiec^eftemylvho had written the letter 
alluded to^ had traduced Frederick^s character 
to hiim He knew önly one person who could 
be guSty of «uch ^condüct, and he was re- 
.dolved^ if pössible^ to föA hhn with his own 
H^eapons^ To Mr. Elsdale his Lordship ad- 
jfnitted thät ^ere ts^äs reason to suppose that 
^reiderick*s conduct had been grossly misre- 
pteiented. Tke good toan delighted at this^ 
took not his lea^e^ ontil he had eagerly ht > 
sought Lady G — and Caroline to ehcourage 
hl& hcAdship in that idea. 
. Ori'his return home, he prepäred the hekt 

^ • » 

e%öi^ he<^öüld for PVederick*s absenbe, arid 
when he was met at the dra^virig roorfi doo^ hy 
•Jäarriet who> trith Mary, had observed him 
Coming along the street, aloiie, arid whc^ an- 
xiously inquired the reason ; he said that Fre- 
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dcrick had been obliged to go that mot-ning 
unexpecledly into die poqntry. 

As liowcver he had neN'er before intention- 
ally told an untruth, his mfiiin^ wasrather 
embarrassed;: Ji>ut as itproceededl,frQtna vvish 
to spare the fcdifiga öf: another, ixe hopod 
^^that the recordiug angfel y^otild as he wbte it 

. down, drop a tear over it,v 4nd bJot it out.for 
ever." To his satis&ctk>n Ma^.becan^e ieaiier 

^fter she had beard.Ute.ro^flo^ai^gnj^di and 

. strove to recover her Bpirits;' bot; .iurtibat j?e5- 

,pect, she was not altog^h^j 'iuc6esäful. 

. However, when she \V2|s infovsti/bd ih^ thei?e 
was every prospect of a recont^ilji^ttpil Imog 

.broiight about.betwee? the^objf*ct^i«tost deir 
to her .and bis patron; she alfttost foFg^ hi^r 
disappointinent, ancj :bQpe^onc0 niete flatiered 

.her that allwonld.be ^^\\. Thii^ Xvhfeji- we 
4east expect it, a ray of Ught $-eqüel»%Tda]rts. 

nthrough the gloom, and che^Sjthehäar^^H'ith 
, Joy; and whileitremin0susth^t)9Q<3cHWJition 

. is top hppeless to adinit pfcomfort, it jt^ches 
US tq bear up under pur loa4 with, feftitOde 

,and rcsignatioik 



' •'^ 
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CHAPTE« XVM. 



After Mr. Elsdale quitted Lord Gm&- 
fordX his Lordship went immediately to 
. young Lovegate's apartments^ with the hope 
, pf beiqg 4ible to sift him respecting the letter 
which Frederick bad received, and, likewise^ 
to detect him in any inconsistency respecting 
his account of the latter^s conducti For now 
that his suspiciöns were rousec^ he recoUected 
that Lovegate*8 line of behaviour to Frederick 
had been extremely difierent of late, and 
such, perhaps, as to wammt a raspicion of 
its former sinoerity. Haring reached his 
lodgbgs, to his mortificijtjoD^ h« was tol^ 
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that the gentleman inqueätion was from hotne. 
Neither could the servant inform him of the 
tkne he was expected to retum. His Lord- 
ship, therefore, was obliged to go away with* 
out accomplishing his objeet. And here it 
may be as well to observe that from the time 
he had been induced to think less highly of 
Frederick, Caroline, who feit for him the 
afTection of, ^a;/sis^, had always taken his 
part, aiid assured her fiither that he could 
never be so culpable as he was represented, 
Often would she say, ^' We have be^i brought 
tip lo^efhtei^ from öiSr cteildhdo^ ^ad th^re- 
!bre, I mäy rBäsoteäMy testfpp^ed to khöis 
sothe^ing of üh di^'^täd^, :i^rlädi, . I am 
'9&fe, tvbüld revott ät ä»y i^lte ^ött^uct 
•Äfid, \irhät6Ver' Mäy t** «Mb 4ft6&V«6 of dorne 
«t41desi^ied^it»«^eS to'^s^i^ö^^W^ ^»a*Äfcter 
«o yöu,Urufe« ffle, löy^dÄtffiftiei-, Ite^Ho^^ 

ift^'gWftg %{ii* «6 1Mfe^§atei»SMö^s.'' 

'Hiß^^'JBo^M^^-ll^ed {ö-*fc^ i«ft«bafeöh 
«f -RfSaeWSky ^«Se*^wrtfi6ut s^«e ^»»pi*ÄWfö 
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<;onld SGircely siif>ptae itpossable^ tfaat^ sm*^ 
^tnuicted as sdie tvas <vidth a crowd of diatin^ 
^gui^ied aiiakcps, dhe shonld . prefer n^maa 
ml^oQt eithar ranL or fortime. Biut^ whatever 
iinight behis ÜKnigkls^ hewisely spid notha^ 
.ibriie toienr enough of the sm not tubecbim 
^riaasd thdt liaif tfae Grettm Green matchet$ 
^öuld iierer tske pidce^ -were tiot the peirtiM 
liutrisd ttiilher % Ibe sp&rit of Opposition« 
^ litt thrai alone,^ said he, ^^ and they will 
' <»ol»of themieltesw Attampt tö thwart them, 
4sxä tb^y'n add »fiotker to the long list of 
fkshionaUe ekspements.^ 

Hi& Lortfehip, hoivvifirer, need not.have 

coniined his remarks to £töhionable ebp^ 

-mentRy for -e^ety ^week; furniahes m with an 

aiceount that tb^ preictise has become ,generaL 

NiätJber is tUm the 6niy instaiice in wbteh tiae 

A^ttlpleof dlhägreatfhasbeenfollow«:^; ibbt 

4n ><ii^Ui^ rlt«Lt8' it in oiotariety. Formdriy^ 

tmiß bütigMÜMMOfk tmmnated theirdispiiJit^s 

iinM fabttcnrable way; bot now/ rrery f^op* 

^i»^c|AsrV i^itiitiK^s: and . banke oIea4c^ dis-' 

•^äkiitfgJä^tätiaBr mo^e, must oeed itesjcnrt 

K 2 
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«ay the exaihple nvas first followed by voIiuk 
teär officers, from D^om, in course, it socm b&- 
came general: tovy though the btta: be higbly 
respectable in their way, they. would do wcU 
to reooUect, that^ it is not in thepower <^ a 
wA coaty or of a Lieutenant*s oonunissiony 
to sink, the character of the simple tradesman ; 
neither should their temporary honors in the 
üeM, render them unmindful of their duty 
behind the «ounter. Tfate one may be more 
flattering to their vanky, hut it is the other 
that enabies them to support their famSÜcsL 
Who would pawn a diamond in the rough to 
pun^hase the tinselled finery of a tragedy 
-king? 

Day after day coi^tinued k> roll on^ but 

•brought' no tidings of Frederick, who^ lest 

tny readers should apprehend some fatal ^icci- 

dent has befallen^ to relieve their anxiety, be 

.itknown^ had^ on the morning IMb*. Elsdale 

• calied upon him, as his sen^t said^ 

' a letter written by an unknown band» 

on opening, häfoundyivassent^attherequest 

of Lo^regate^. to appriae him that hei was dan- 

gerously ill^ and Üiathe wifibp4jnuch t9 ^ee 
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him, as he had somethhl]^ of the utmost 
consequence to reveal. It further stated that 
a carriage would be ready to cxHivey Frcderick 
to the place where Lovegate was confined, al- 
most at the instant that he got the letter; 
whtch was literally the case ; for he had scarce 
read it, before a carriage drove up to the door ; 
and, as he feit it his duty to coraply with the 
wishes of perhaps a d3ring man, (thoogh that 
man might have been his enemy,) he delayed 
not an instant ; but springing into it, had got 
a connderable distance from Town before Mr. 
Elsdale calledJ 

. In this he gaye a decided proof of self^ 
denial, for, it was, on this moming, that he 
was to be made perhaps the happiest of al] 
hmnan beings. But, he despised the least 
shadow of self-consideration when opposed to 
the wishes of one in distress. He resolved 
however, to take the firstopportunity to write* 
to Mr. Elsdale and apologize for his seeming. 
unaccoüutable absence, as also to Lord 
Grainsford ; determining to give his Lordship 
no reason to suspect htm of any underhanded 
Intention. 



But, in this, he- was prevented ; for near the 
thirtieth mile stooe from Town, one of thft 
wheels of the carriage came ofF, aad over- 
turn^d it;.'by which aecideiit, he was so much 
hiirt^ that h^ was taken up saiselesa^ asd co»* 
veyed to a. bottage hard byy where he was put 
to bed; while a man waadeepaJtchedfi» medical 
asßistance. Theplace^ uiafortunalely, wheve 
the accident happened^ was^very retired; wd 
i)ot withia ja comiderableidtstenae of a Town» 
so thai soine time dapsed hefone a sm^geon 
arrived. Atleagth, QnecaiBe4 who -on exa-« 
mining his patient^ found that \m Shoulder 
was (^öicated, aiad that he was otherwise 
mu:^ Iwrt. Buit> ais it is the intern of xnen 
ip jhis pjt^ession to be in eafclirCT[ieftOQe!way ©r 
tbe otber^ Frederick was aware that they pro*. 
Hounce a patient who is not likely to be under 
dieir care long, worse than he »eally is; so, on 
the contrary, if tbey think that there is a pro^ 
bahdlity <rf" their retaining hirn some tkne, 
they then feel the* pulse; pretend to think; 
consult their canes; and with the utmost gra- 
" vity, drawl out^ *^ Come, come, Sir, not so 
bad either; we shall do very well I make no 
doubU" 
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Such was the case in the pres^nt instance;. 
t}ie surgeon kiißw tl^t Eredi^nck cpuld no^ 
hastily espape his clutchesi aud therefore told 
him tlmt he was bett^ than he r^aliy was. 
His Shoulder however was soon s^t^ an4 4uring 
t}^. night Ue c^2^6d a littlep The nf xt mornrng 
he waß bettier ; ai>id. requeßted that a v^o^ m^ght 
\^ sent ofFexpress to. apprise Lovejg^e of the 
r^ason of hjß. d^£^; vil^ßXi the old woman 
of the cottage assured h\m ths^t th^ pos}:iUpn 
had gone on the precedtog wening for that 
purposeu With that he was ^tisfied^ apd a^ 
he flattered himself he sbould soon he w^ll, 
thought it best to. conosal bis Situation froia 
Lord Gainsfoid ai;^d Mn Ekdate. Wß must 
now leave him to say a word or two about th^ 
cause of his mishap« 

From haviog artfuUy iiigratia^d himself 
into Lord -Gaiiisford^s good opinion, Lovegate 
had evetfy opportunity to renew his.passion 
for Mary^ with whom> he hoped, he should 
now succeed^ having effectually depFived . his. 
rival of her good opinion. But still aur he« 
rpine .covddnot bcar the thought oif any ooe^ . 

K4 
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eise, and, therefore, listened to his professions 
of regard with the same frigid ihdifFerence as 
before. Piqued, though not discouraged, 
he still determined to persevere; and if 
he did not ultimately succeed in getting pos- 
session of her by bonoräble nieans, once 
more determined to try his former expedient. 
Mary, ob her pari, to avoid him, had the 
more readily accepted of her friend's invitation 
to Devonshire Street. 

But scarcely had she left Lord G's a week, 
before Lovegate, who was d^ficient in every 
thing but assurance^ having found out where 
she was gone, introduced himself as one in- 
tetested in the health of Lady Gainsfonfs 
friend, 

It so happened that he called some few 
momings prior to the masquerade, and on 
being informed accidentally by Lord Gainsford 
that M^. Elsdale tntended to go with his nier^ 
and Mary, anxiously iuquired of them whe- 
ther^JÜiey went in character. They could not 
well evade an answer, and therefore told him 
that they intended to go as nuns attended by 
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Mr. E: — as their father confessor. «This sa- 

ttsfkd Lovegate, who detennined Iq tak^ his 

measures accordingly. Fortunately however> 

for Mary, she and her friend altered their 

minds with respect to the characters they 

should gp in^ and thusdeceived this proöigate 

young man, who liad concerted apjan to carry 

the former off. For, in truth, from knowing 

the characters Uiey intended to appear in, he 

jüdged it would be no very difficult matter to 

distinguish one from the other, particularly, 

as he had reroarked, that Harriet was rather 

taller than Mary. When the eagerly wished 

£or evening came, he, together, witli his two 

former emissarieSy repaired to the Opera 

House^ andby their stränge manner, excited 

the attention of Frederick. It may be re- 

membered that one of the three wore a large 

white feather in the front of his hat, which 

was Lovegate, that he might the more readily 

be known by the other two. He was there 

before Mary and her friends, anxiously wait- 

ing their arrivaU Thus the two ladies who 

imfortunately for one of them, went in thp 

K 5 
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characters of nans^ and to whom Fredmck 
had spoken, from their similarity in height 
fuid figure to Mary and her friend^ Lovcgate 
mistoc^ for them, and consequently directed 
his emifisaries attention to them.—" The low- 
est," Said he, " is the one you must endeavour 
to carry ofF." 

These wretches had been told befcxrehand 
that a carriage would be in waiting a httle way 
up tbe Haymarket, and that if they succefided 
in parting Mary from her friends, she was to 
he conveyed to the same place in Scotland as 
LoVegate intended formerly shouldreoeiveher» 
Thinking that it would be easier to separate 
his victim from her party at the timcthey were 
stepping from the lobby to Itheir oarriage^ 
Lovegatehad contrived, that, at the instant 
they left the house, a tumult should take 
•place at the doors, in order to favor his 
scheme. This but too well succfieded; the 
one which he supposed to be Mary, was parted 
from her friends, and hurried away sensdess 
to the carriage in waiting, whieh iristaritly 
di-ove off with its fair inmäte^ who wa& 
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aipported by one öf the agents of hia 
villany. He, himaelf, in the Haean time^ 
fullowad at ajähcrt diMauce on horseback^ not 
daiing to face all at once tbe woman*he had 
so grossly wronged. For several miks they 
continued to pnxjeeeLat a tolerable rate; but 
the night being dark, and the weather tem- 
pestuous, they were pccaisionally obiiged to 
^lacken their "pacGi '" . 

The liady^^ aft^ she hadsozne^hät reca* 
.¥eued> entreated taknov^ where ighe.was to be 
.taken, and' by whom she \yas forced from her 
iriend/s. But all to no purpose. The mani 
rdedinecl anewerii^ her qaesticxis; though he 
-assttted Ijer^ if it were npt hcr^oA^n faöll,. 
she fead no cause to be unhappy^ • 

it was about half past three o'clock, 

wheiv as the lady afterwards said, as they 

wereslowly ascending a steep hill, two high- 

•waymen suddealy rode up to the carriage, 

and presented a pistol at eaoh door. The 

-'fedy immediately shrieked> which Qaused the 

Jioröes that Lövegate had takcn care, should: 

^fee pjetty good ones, to set off at füll «p^ed;- 
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He endeavoiired to follow their example, but 
when passing between the highwaymen, re- 
cdved the contents of a pistol in bis left side, 
which brought him to the ground. They 
then rified kis pockets and left htm. 

The horses^ in the mean time, had got a 
considerable way before they couW be stop- 
ped; and when the postillions and the man 
who had the charge of the lady, found that 
Lovegate was not ät the usual distance behind^ 
they were preparing to retum in search of 
him^ when shortly a higgler's cart Game up, 
containing the unfortunate wreteh^ who it 
seems^ had not laid long on the ground^ 
l^^ing copiously^ before the cart just men- 
tioned, which was on. its return from the 
London markets, passed by; the driver of 
which on hearing the moans of a person in 
the raod^ stopped bis horses^ and took Love- 
gate up^ When they reached the carriage, 
Lovegate who was more wounded than he 
imagined^ ördered ,the postillions to proceed 
as fast as possible on their journey, bidding 
the man vAo had tbe care öf the lady, to 
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take the first opportunity to infonn him of 
their safe arrival. The man obeyed his em- 
ployer's instructions ; while Lovegate wa« 
taken to the first inn that presented itself. 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 



A SURGEON was instairtly sent for, who, 
on his arrival, examined his wound, whichhe 
pronounced to be an unpleasant one; and ad- 
vised his patient to cOmpose his mind as much 
as possible, as much, he said, depended ont 
that. Lovegäte immediately saw, from his 
manner, that his wound was much worse than 
he had imagined, and therefore became greatly 
alarmed. He had neverbefore sufFered him- 
self to think of futurity, and, in oll proba- 
bUity would not now^, had not his situatiom 
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obtruded the thoüght upon his mind. A 
thousand fears^ unfelt before^ rusked upon 
his 30ul> and oauaed cold drops of Perspiration 
to stand upon his brow«. Henow büterly-re- 
gretted his mispent life. Tl^ pursuit.of 
criminal fk^xiteä; — :the vUiated oustoms of 
a.gay metropoiis; — ^the folHes.into which idle- 
ness had plunged him; — all, all, were now 
viewed by the cool dictate of reason. The 
{^ssions were no more ; but remorse and ehame 
tortured him, " withwhips and.fetings." 

In fact, be feit the agonizing torment of 
.an accusing coascience. To appease which 
he determined to make every atonement in 
his power to those whom he had most injnred ; 
and^ with that, expressed, a desii^e that a note 
inight be sent to Fr^erick to request that he 
would come to him as soon as possible'; as he 
was anxious to teil him how greatly he had 
wronged him. Another was despatched to 
his valet in Town giving Orders for the trai- 
velling chariot to be ready at Frederick'«; 
door, the instant that the note was received«. 

'How &r äiese ofderS'W^re ^x^ut^> therea- 



206 VIRTUE AND VICE. 

der 18 already acquainted. Lovegate wished 
also to restore the supposed Mary to her 
friends; but he shrunk firom the idea of ex- 
posing hitnself to meriteddetestation. He 
knew that if he confessed he had carräed her 
cffj his name wouFd ever after bebranded witk 
infamy. And, if he died, wfay should he 
needk&ssly direct the finger of Indignation to- 
ivards his unconsGious tombU Besides, she 
would then, in course^ be rsslored tö her 
family; and, if he lived — 'Woald she not be ia 
his power still ? but that idea^ he did not think 
fit to encoucage, until he was pronounced out 
ef danger. 

His wound, contraiy tor his surgeon's exr 
pectation^ took a favorable tum, and in the 
€Ourse of a week or two,^ he was able to walk 
about his room* 

While in this State of convalescenGe, he 
yeceived a letter from the man to whose care 
he had confided the supposed Mary, which 
införmed hitn oftheir safe ^rival at his estate 
inScotland; and that every care had beeR 
taken to render her.as comfbrtable as her.sitik- 
ation would adxnU» 
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Lovcgatecongratttlated hiniself on this much 
wished for intelligence, and, as his health^ or . 
rather, htswound, gotbeUep^ againbecame 
the slave of his passion». Every virtuous- 
propensity gradually died away^ the further 
he conceived« himself from the confines of 
etemity ; and he no longer sufFered any con- 
scientious^ principle to deter him fromprose^ 
cuting hift villanous intentions. 

Indeod^ now he imagmed that a prospect 
of long life was before bim^ he soon stifled 
the sensations which the thoughts of dbath 
had occasioned ; and resolved^ the instant he* 
could with safety to himself^ to repair to his 
hitherto disdainfut fair one^ and convince her 
that she was in bis power* " If however,** 
Said he^ ^^ she seems still averse, means may 
be found to make her more compliant. Buk 
women are not always the same ilt every situ^ 
ation ; neither are they that are the most coy 
always the möst virtaous. Besides^ are they 
not all rakes at heart ? And who can afürm 
that if irregularities in their sex were thought 
no more of than they are in ours, that they 
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would not particip^te with uß in the like in- 
dulgencies!7 

Thus 4id die libertine express his thoughtsi 
while the object th^t g^ve rtse to them was ss 
much out of his powier^ as $he w^ hi8 sufif • 
rior in point of ev^ry virti^üs piincjple», 
h^t &Lr oth^^ise \vps it with the u^fortunate 
lady, who wsis kept conkfii^ in an aji^ient 
building in the remot^ paits pf Spotla«td.: 
the Situation of which was adppujrably cakp- 
lated forany tramsoictiQn that rex^ired $ecMeßy; 
{qt, though it was not, like tbe on,e ip whicfh 
a modern cavaliier hi^\y . opfi^nifd bis crufi; 
char^tner^ surrauodfßd hy £^ 4eep ajicl brpad 
moat, it was still cap?»Wie of preve^^ting th^ 
'■ cscape of a female froni within Us w^ls* 

That my readers^may b^ cpnvine^ the 
age of chivalry is not yet extiuct^ .1 sh^lj tt^^ 
(for their amusement, I hope>) prei^^t tbem 
with an aocount of a very singular oceurrpQc^ 
which, it was stated .in ^ moming p^per of 
isome fevv months .since^ tooik pdaoe in ScoU 
land. 

. A young gentleman^ it seems, feil violently 



ViRTüE AND VICE. 21 1 

in love with a la^y of coni^id/erable consc- 
quence, wliQ UM hira it was not ia li<er power 
to return IVs^aftectioD, \Ybjch> tomakeshort 
of my täle, so e^^erated him^ tbat he con- 
triv^jtQ get ppsja^ö^iQn cf her by fonce; a^d^ 
actually took h^r te m (M ea3Üe. in the re*. 
mote part« of tbecotmtiy, that was stated ta 
bjS aJiBOSjt iwc^!e9$ible. Here he detained hen 
uqtil t]f|# tjmn^action gelting veat, an officer 
with >a party of troops, was sent to Surround 
tbe b^iMiilg; when^ finding their retreat cut 
off, ar^d b^ing almost famished^ the gall^t 
CftvaiUer 9&A hia men were obli^d tosutv 
r^^er. .They> were^ in qourse^ secured.to 
take their trial at the next aasizes for the 
i^untyjj^ whftch the afiair was conomitted; 
^ad.tbe^ iady wat restoi^ to h^ family. * 

TihiS'Surely must be fortunate £:>r noveIist& 
m generali, ss^ howevier imprölxLbb their works. 
may be^ they cannot well be more $0 than 
the aJlegfd ^t just $tate4r Bat to resume 
my narrative. 

The vencmble place to wbich onr fear cap- 
tive iwas tafken^ was situated on the border« 
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of an extensive wood, It was built after tlie 
gothic manner^ and enclosed by a hi^ wall^ 
whidi was now, however, feUing fast to de>> 
cay. Seven or eight apartments only of the 
Castle retnained ; though they bore ample tes- 
timony of its former grandeur.- 

It had been purchased by Lovegate's grand- 
&ther, who having died when he was very 
young, bequeathed it to bis father iintil he 
became of age. 

From its lonely Situation it was ever äfier 
neglected, and the land that belonged to it 
Jet to a fanner in the neighbourhood, who^ 
from his superstitious fears, had declined oc« 
cupying tt. 

When the . carriage which contained the 
fair prisoner stopped at its large massy gates^ 
that, in conformity to the style of the boild- 
ing, were thickly studded with kon, she 
uttered.a faint shriek and feil senselesis inta 
the arms of her guard, who seeing her in 
that State, carried her into the hall, where he 
delivered her to the charge of an old wretch, 
v^hose Services had been often required on 
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a similar occaston, This woman^ the postil- 
lion^ and her goardj were the only persons ki 
ihe Castle. ,; . 

When the xluenna.had restored her to liie, 
she found herseif in a l^ge o^d fashicMied 
room whioh seemed . antiquity itseU. She 
.hurst into a flood of tears; and hajf witd^« 
first intreatedy then commanded to k^ow by 
whom she was thus detained j 

The viie creature, who expeeted this» at 

firet^ as a ms^ter in course^ endeavoured tx> 

pacify her^ by teljing her that her only mtS'> 

.fortune was to gain the love of a handsoroe^ 

channing yonng gentleman^ who had found 

jt impossible to live without her. " The 

Steps he has been obliged to take,** continued 

.she, ^^ yoa may thank yqursdf for, mypretty 

.dear! for, had you treated him more kindly,< 

it wpuld not have come to this." 

_ ^^ Wbat Qiean youi** inquired the sweet 

girl, amazed; ^V To whom do you ajlude? I 

. kaow of . no gentlraian that eyer paid me pär- 

iicvdar attention.** 
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not kttow him !— Yod shmiM Aöt taSk soi** 

The lady finding it useless to Blttempt to 
convmce lier, desisted; änfd äfter itnplöring 
her pity in ♦äin, reqüeSted that shömightbe 
shöwn- to her chattiber. 

llaivmg fir«t becJti pWvaflefd trpton to take 
a little refre^hment, htr request %vas com- 
plied with, 

She was alten * dbnduoted to a roöfn 'which^ 
like Öie one betew, Was extremely aneient^y 
•and ISrööi the trtfid<y^s bfemg placed high, 
prechided the possibiMty of hfer effecting her 
escäipe. • Having asiidted h&t to lindress, hcir 
^uenYla bade'hiF a good nigbt^' alüd lodted tfae 

■ SööD aft^ i*e #is- gdne, »fe .fady dire*f^ 
-aside th^ bM ^litt^iÜiis^M 8Ü^«yed her apart- 
ment. The fright 'v^ö-^^elir itad ^^^ Öle 
tfsQöa ^«k)i^%¥^t t)#öiig{i' IH6 fi^iöed win- 
äotfs^ :<j^ .e^A)ted ' h^f to i9i^ ai9iiiic%. 

-iSbe 'W%:gdt ilp, %M ^^öv^^hek- go^ivn 

acrossher Shoulders, hastened'^bthewihdotiirs, 
which, by placing three or four chairs upon 
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each other^ she with diffictflty ifeaiöhed; and 
which^ she found^ looked into ^e Castle vards, 
as also, over pärt of the adjoining country. 
The iatter, she ob^erved, ^as extremely hilly, 
and much interspersed with wood/ All was 
hushed and still! 



4< 



« 



Save where the beetle ^yheel'd his droning flight j 
And drowsy tinklings lall*d the distant folds.". 



As she stood looking out at one of the 
Windows, reflecting on her unhappy Situation, 

* 

the bell of a neighbouring hamlet's church 
mournfully announced the hour of twelve, 
She shuddered at the sound, which, to her, 
seemed doubly melancholy ; thoiigh she was 
happy to find that she was less distant from 
humankind than she had apprehended. 

Finding no prospect of making her es- 
trape, she soon ^fter retumed to bed ; but, to 
sleep, she was a stranger; and, as she lay re- 
volving in her mind her miserable fate, she 
could not but reflect how justly Young's des- 
cnj:ftion of sleep might be applied to herseif ; 
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YeSj sighed sfae, 

^' He> like the worl4> bis TCääy «isit pays 
" Wherefortune smiles; the wretched he forsakesi 
**' Swifl on his downy pinioB flies from woe^ 
^' And rights on Iids unsull7*4 with a tear«** 
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CHAPtER XI5C 



1 HE fieiLt momki^ the vlgilant old woman 
knocked at her diamber door and brought 
her a change of dress, ^lich, «he civilly 
declined; for she judged it to be her in-» 
terest to be jnore complacetit thän she had 
hitherto been. As the wretch prepared her 
})r&ikfast, she related many an anecdote of 
the inhabitants of the neighbouring hamlef, 
And of the venerabie building they were in. 
In the mid^ x)£ one of them she was inter- 
nipted by a loud knockihg at the outward 
gates; h^ countenance instantly tumed pale; 

TOI«, t, L 
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but seeming to recoUect herseif, she called to 
one of the men and desired him to go and 
«e who was there. The man obeyed 4 and 
Teturning in a few minutes, «ilenced her 
fears, by telling her that thej were only two 
gentlemen out with their dogs ; one of 
^hom had his arm hurt bj the bursting of 
4iis fowlingpiece^ and * seemed very faint« 
"^^ The other,** continued he, ^^ wanted me 
to let theni Test in the Castle fqr^ short time^ 
Jbut I told him I had received orders to admit 
lio strangers; and, with that, I closed the 
gates. I could then hear him mutter some- 
thiiitg ^out inhospitality, but I cared little 
-for that. I was not to break thraugh my 
Orders to oblige strangers,*' 

" ßight, »good Roger," cried the old 
*duenna, ^^ ;you did very right, ladl.No— no 
— ^that would never do. For who knotvs,*' 
glancing at her charge;^ ^^ whoknows, I say, 
what might not happen." 

Shortly after she showed the lady the gar- 
dens belonging to the Castle, withevery thing 
fcest worth seeing. I^ their w^y they were 
jauch iöcommoded by vast heaps of rubbish. 
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that frequently obliged them to change their 
CQurse. At length they came to a terrace 
which corrfmanded a delightfui prospect over 
an extensive tract of country, but which now 
seemed to mourn the absence of summer; 
At thß extremity of the terrace stood a rüde- 
alcove that time had not yet destroyed^ In 
the Summer season^ the old woman: assured. 
her Charge, it afForded a welcome retreat from^ 
the rays of the sun, which, she verily be-r 
lieved, had never once penetrated through it.. 
But, in the Situation the lady was then in,, it: 
cannot be.supposed that any tbang cordd« 
dwert her attention, fcom her own^wretehed- 
ncss; however, as she fbund that the alco^' 
was a favourite of the old woman*s, she seemed . 
to pay particular attention, to it* Neither; 
afterwards had she reason to regret her ccMn-» 
plaisance, for, on examining it closely, slie 
obse!:ved at the further end a ray of light, 
tha)fc,j she SQOu 4iscovered, to issue through a 
large crack ii>,the pannel of a door, which to 
l|pr infinite satisfactipp, she found, opened 
ijito the adjoining country, While she stood . 
liesitating how to act, she heard distiuctiy on 
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the bther side of it, two men in cloi^ con- 
versatioru A thought instantly Struck her: 
she snatched pari of an old letter from her 
pocket, and with her pencil thus wrote^ 
• " Whoever you. arej if you have the leart 
pity^ endeavour to- rescue a female from un«- 
juat detention. I rely upon your honon*^' 
This she wrote so quick ly, that before her 
duenna, who had hurt her foot against some 
fragments of the wall that lay scattered about^ 
called to her^ she had time to thrust it through 
the .craGk of the dpor. To prevent suspicion^ 
she then hasteued to join her. 

The conversation she had heard, she na* 
ixiiau^ vwiijcctuiru, procccucur 11-0*3 liie tWflh 

sttangers who had been. riefuseA admittance 
ihto the^ Castle, and who had npw probably 
reposed themselves on the hox^ ground. It- 

• 

afterwards appeared that they,were the sarae.. 
The noise that the gaper made in being; 
fbroed through tlj^ crack of the door, fbr a; 
moment,. Startled tbem; but, onseeingwhat 
it waSj. t^iey instantly caught hold of it, and; 
tpgether riead its contents.. But. who can. 
pmnt the ajna^^eraent that it occasioned th^n* 



VIRTDB ANDi VlGl. MÜ 

» 

tofeel! " By heaven/' said they, " we will 
rescue her, or — ^the DeviPs in't.*' Buthow? 
was the first question that soon occurred»^ 

At all events, they detertnined to do 
their best^ and to keep, for the present^ 
their Intention a secret. After aomd" 
deliberation^ they agreed to begin dieir ope«^ 
mtions that night.. 

The old woman^ hsBiy in tfae mean üiMy 
letumedwith her charge into the castle. 

At night, the lady^.as before, was attendai? 
tb her diamber by this vile creature, whor* 
endeavoured, by all the art she was mistress' 
ofj to gain her confidence. Having seen her 
in bedj she was preparing to go, when fbot- • 
Steps hastily approached j: and presently after,. 
the man who. had been entrusted with the^ 
Charge of the lady, called out, *^ ' Haste, 
haste, dame! the castle's on fire!" The 
guilty wretch, terrified to death, hobbledout 
of the Chamber as fest as she could, and in. 
her fright, left the door open. The lady,, 
öeeing this, though mach alarmed herself]^,su£-^ 
fered not her presence of mind to forsake her; 
bwt instantly springing out, q£ bed, hastily 
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put on her dothes, and determined to cn- 
deavour to effect her escape. With this she 
iquitted her chambef^ and entered a long gal- 
lery that led to the principal staircase^ otk 
which &be observed the üames frequently to« 
flash« 

Fearful to descend that way lest she shouki 
be discovered^ she looked anxiously round in: 
hopes to find a more private one; neither was 
Bhe disappointed — a narrovv üight of stepsr 
q)pGared to the right. She immediately hur- 
ricd down them, and at the bottom, observed 
a ray of moonlight refiected through an aper- 
turc in a door, which^ after rauch difficulty^ 
she opened; and to her great joy once more 
found herseif upon the terrace. 

At that moipent she fanpied she heard her 
guards in close pursuit,. Her heart beat quick ; 
while fear^added swiftness to her fcet, as she 
ran towards the alcove^ where, happily 
for her she found the two strangers 
ready to assist her in her escape. At the 
instant she was going to speak^ the moon 
darted füll upon the countenance of one of 
Ijierr, . and discovered to h^r, her — ^brother^ 
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Scarcely had she articulated his name^ ere she 
fmnted in bis arms. Singleton, (for it was 
no other,) amazed — ^thunderstruck at be- 
holding his sister— could with difficulty sup- 
,port her, *^ God!" said he, « am I awake? 
or do I dream? — ^My Emily ! my dearest sis» 
ter! — Oh! could I have thofught of thisT 
' His Gompanion, in the mean time, had 
gone in search of water, a little of which he 
brought in the brim of his hat; with which 
Singleton sprinkled his sister*s face, and soon 
had the satisfaction to seeheragain open her 
cyes. When she was sufficiently recovered, 
he sufFered her not to ask any questions, but 
with hh friend, encouraged her tp walk to the 
neighbouring village, which, he told her, 
was not more than two miles ofF. As they 
passed by the Castle gates, the flames raged 
awfully ; , but they staid not to watch their 
progress. In the course of an hour. they 
reached the village, where, on account of 
their being a »considerable distance from any 
Town, they were obliged to stay for the 
night; and where they found the cottager?^ 
.essembled in great consternation rcspecting 
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thefire^ which tb^ attributed to ^i^ematund 
agency; su|^po6ing that the oBsda» had^ long 
«ince^ been unkihabited« 

Some o£ the men^ however, took cou- 
rage to go^ in order to afibrd assistanoe; 
but on finding that there wa^ no possibility 
of getting the fire iHideTf and mit seeing a 
Single individual thait bad ^dcaped from the 
ruins^ they hastened back to the village^ and 
confinned the dd dansbes in tfaeir belief of 
its being supematural. 
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